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About the Project |

On July 28, a standing-room-only crowd of library supporters jomed
Waycr Jerry Sanders and City and State officials to break ground on
San Diego's New Ceniral Library. The Facility will ba s new cenler for
bteracy and leaming in San iego.

To support the New Central ityary. efick tha bution below.

Support Your New |
. Central Library  :

A naw heart for the San Dlego Public Library syslem

Branch libranas are tha hear of each communly, snd the Central
Library i3 the heart of the City's 35-branch Library syslem, providing
resources, collections, expertse and reference support. With each
passing year, the current facility hecomes less able to fulfil thiz
essental ole. A healthy New Central Library 15 essential to a healthy
branch aystem.

Signifigani privala donalons coupled wilh designated funding thal can
anly ba used for this project, make building and operaling the New
Central Library within reach, without using one cent from the City of
San Diego's General Fund.

Maorae than $150 million s already earmarked for this project from Lha
Stale Libvery. Centre City Development, tha City Schools and privale
donors. An additonal $10 millon has been donaled lo cover adaitional
operating costs. San Diego should capitakze on this opportunity to budd
this long-needed aew civic assel thal will benefis ait of San Diego for
decades lo come.

The New Central Lilwary will ba a civic ion
g San s 2
A landmark bullding meeting San Dlego’ s needs mmmﬂ w?wmmﬁmﬁm

The Hew Central Library will meet many civic ohjectives, First and
foremasl, the bbrary wil be a new civic icon thal embodies San Diego's
commitmenl to the future |t wall serve the community's needs for
ilevacy, niormalon and knowledge in the 21581 century.

The butding's design reflects the input of hundieds of people wha
pamicipaled 1t a geries of public workshops. Based on thvs inpul. the
Joent venture team of Rab Welbington Quigley, FALA and Tucker Sadler
Arcnilects implemented the breath-taking design

Tha New Cantral Libiery ia & nine-story buiiting of flaxible spaces with
diverse and accessble pubhc amentes. Bay view terraces, roof
gardens and a public “reading reom” refleci and celebrate San Diago's
nakoal béauty and temperate cimale. All of the Library's spaces are
designed 10 open . nviting patrons to explore or relax with a new-found
book Special featres include 2 400-seat flexible special events rom
on the eighth floor, a stale-ok-the-an auditonum, and a beautful reeding
room under the lattica doma—creatng a unsua and extraardinary
fagility.

The cesign allows the New Central Library Lo fulfill s crucia! role es the hearl of the 35-branch system--with spacs io provide
Steracy, chikdren's and adult programs, disablud access, lechnalogy and web-based sarvices. and answers o reference
queshons from [hroughoul the region. Far mom miomabon on the need for the new Central Libracy, vl here.

A needed downtown schoo!

An exgling new 76.000-square-foot charter high schoat is planned lor the unusad sidh and severtr fioors of the Library Tha
winua and specral access students will enjoy lo vast research. reference and technology resources will be unparalleted

This high szhoot meeis an identifiec and pressing need downtmam. With San Diego and Lincoln High Schools beyond capacity.
the San Diego Unifled School Cistrict has recogrized tha need for additonal hugh school capacity downlown.

The school will ba independent from Lhe Libvary with it own dedicaled ground-iaval enizenca and lobby, ils own aroulalon
Syslam, is own slevalors snd slairwell. The chanter high schaol binkds upon tha Library’s rofe a3 8 regional learning eariler and
s one of more Lhan 35 schoaks within two mides of the New Central Litiary thal will benedit from an after-hours homewaerk center
wath collachions, electronic resources. tlonng and & voluniser program Lo supporl students homework snd project needs. For
maore on lha plannad tugh schoal, v

Grealer resourcas

The Library wall offer far greater collectons, parking, computers, smenities and public areas than the cxistng facaity. The Naw
Central Library will b# & technology cenler, offering San Dregans aqual, frea sacass. 1t will help close tha ‘digial dwde’ with
mare than 400 waorkstapons. avaladle laplops, spaces for leachng the use of new echnology and free WiF access, The New
Ceniral Librery will alsg be a community space where San Diegans can gather o celebrate cullure, hear greal music, appreciate
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art work and discuzs cnbegl iesuey. Downlown San Diago, the megion’s fastes| growing area, ia the logical spot for & owe space
of thia scope and versalility.

For a floor-by-foar cross-section of the new library, yisi here.
Garden Courtyard celebrales 5an Dlego’s climala

Patrons enter (he hbeary frvm an arcade nsprred by Balboa Park into a glass enclosad three-slory lobby wilh acoess 1o tha
arculation desk, popular ibrary and chidren's kbrary At the ground level, lamga folding glass doont open Lo the southem Garden
Courtyard. Across the Garden Courtyard is a 35{-seal, sloped floor auditorium. During good wealher, the enbra Iacade between
the auditorium and Courtyard opens up io inc’easa capacity and share acivities. This ouldoor room, shaded by large rees, will
serva g8 Sen Diego’s town square—a large sdaplable spaca thal can host lags brown-bag concerts, author talks and awic
avents or more inlimate galhenngs.

“People’s Ponthouse™

The lop floors of the New Central Library will seeve s a aiturel peathouss. A great, miry, thiee-story crystalline reading room
anchors this penthause and i shaded by the dome lalticewoek gverhend. A series of open (erraces look down into tha reading
roam and oul 1o the oty and bay beyond A fiexsble, 400-32at mult-purposa room kooks [o the wesl. An art gallery with 8 vaulied
ceiling faces the Park to tha narth Completing the complex is a smaller public meeting roam. Thes Invikng Publc Penthause ta
the Library not onfy celebrates the canlral cvic role of the modern Tibmary but intnasically inks this pamary cultural mnd
educational resource (o one of our greaiest physical amenities: San Diego Bay.

Unique among owe rchilegture in tha United Siales, the Library's insde/outsids lathicework dome protects the public rooms and
tesraces from both the summer sun and cool bay breezes. Visually, 1t dfferentrates the New Cenlral Library from the commercal
high-rtses and holeis around L. Symbobeally. it bes Lhis building of our time lo the regional archilactural traditions of our pasl.

Featuras 8 Seryvicas Curroni Conlrel Library Naw Contral Library
Library spaca 144.524 squere feel, three a@ 294,673 @ feet, rne sicries
Site 30.000 squars feel 63,620 squars feet
Parking None 250 on-silo spaces (phu 250 across the sireet)
Cotlection She [volfumes)

« Total = 780,000 * 1,250,598

e Chikiren's » 42,743 o 71,965
Fublic computarns 84 407
Special Argag

o Children's Area « 3,200 squere [eet = 9,141 square feal

* Taen Area * 1,240 square [eet s 3,757 squara feet

* Homework Arga « Nona « 926 square fest
Reading Sauls 409 1.200
Meeting Spagen

v Audilotium « B0 seats s 350 seats

* Megung Roonrs « 2 =6

+ Shudy Rooms + Nona . 22
Special Sarvicen

» Lieracy Services « None-al branch & 4,907 square {sel

+ Gallery/Exhitn » Mumakhalway s 3010 aquam feet

+ Even| Spaca « Nang » 3,605 sguare fesl

‘ ] -
Facebook % [x Tun'rms| =8
B freor {4 oWk b
0N - 2010 Bar Duogd Pubiet  drary Feuntass Ean D1 by T Oees Communeabons

San Diago Public Library Foundalion
B20 E Strest » San Diego, CA 92 101-6478
P: (619} 238-6628 « F: (519) 236- 5878 « E: el supporimyhibrary og
Tha Fe ior i3 3 50 11cH(3) izalh

SITE MAR
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SIGN UP
FFORE NEWS
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¥ L aiarsy

SOME WAYSTOMEEP  PROJECTS ST LIFEMY.  ARGOTES  WEWA  BVENTS  CUNTAC

FAQs |

To support ihe Naw Central Litrary. cick the button below:

%""“ﬁ.ﬁ’g? Support Your New
. Central Library |

1. Why are hrangs a5 imoodant loday g3 ever?
2. How does the Central Library swopod fhe branch Kbmarizs?

The new Caniral Library was designod with inpul
4. Whit ra the veison for the rew faciity? from more than 1,000 comTunity members at pubic
forums held over 8 yaar parod.

£. Why «4 » chrier bugh school being located ol the New Central
Library?

7. Why buld Uns prosect now?
_How much will i cost 1o buid tva faginy?
8. How wall e progecl be Fungded?
10_Whal 1 the timelne foe inkding the Hew Central Lirary?

11,_How much wal il ¢ost [o gperala this lpcidy?

12, Whol has plregdy baen doenl on the proisct and where did those

fungs gome frpm? The curent Cantral Library nas no parking Mora
than 60 pertent of the cotiection must be stored m

13._Does e location make sense. and w2 L fmctignal? basement arBes off-imits (o the general pubiic.

14, Who will the Centrpd Library serve?
13, Wil tha New Central Library be energy eficen?

16._How gan | hetp suppon (he San Diegg Pubhg Library ary tg
prosect?

1. Why are librarias as importsnt loday as evar?

Librerien are the only placs provuling fres, equal and comprehentna
Bocess 10 informabion and resources giving ail aitlzens the coportunity
and resources lo succeed. In the digital age. hbrary resources and
programs remain ms popular and important as gver. Lest fiscal vear,
arculabon at the San Diego Public Library system was at an histong
high, with moee [han 7.7 millien items circulaled ago [1). Also, branies
are more Lhan jusl bocks, prowding B community meeting space where

San Diegans gather lo hear great music. appreciate ant work and The Centrol Librivy ia (he source of much of the
discuss critresl issues. The Library j= San Diego’s iargest provider of efsidran’s programauny hadd at branch kivanes
Irea aniural progremming with mars than 7.000 cultural and

educalional events yearty.

For more details, VISIT HERE.

2. How does tha Central Library support Lhe branch Nbraries?

The Central Library is tha hearl of tha San Diego Public Library system
wath aach branch refying daily on the resources, collections, expertise
ord reference support of the Central Library. An investmentl in the New
Central Library 18 an investment in Lhe hastth of he antire system,
Palrong al branches (um f@ hughly trained staft and specianzed
Ebrarians et the Central Library for Iherr most advanced reference
guestians—maore than 643 000 queslions (a5t fiscal year (1)

Librarian Rosernary Diciadue oresanis siorv ime at
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Additionally, the Central Lizrary houses more then 500,000 unque turrenl Central Libvary, The new faciny wil feature a
ulles, each of which can be deivered free-of-charge lo any branch. The much larger Children\'s Room  allowing ciasses lo
Central Library distribules mare than 424 000 books, reference wisht for story time and class projects

malerials, CDs. DVDs and olher malenals lo branches annually. Every
tlem a1 he coflections at branchas—inciuding books, DVDs, CDs and
reference centrally sefecled, catalogued and procesaad
through the Central Library. Central staff works with professional staff al
branches {o ensure the branch's colechon s uniqua o the needs of the
ccmmuynity. The Central Library also 15 home to soma of the region’s
mos| valuable archival rescurces and imparlam specialized colleclions
that are an asai to the entira regian.

For more detaits, YISIT HERE.

3. Dowa nadd 8 Now Contral Library?

The cument Central Library was buill §7 years ago io serve & populabon =
of only 456,000 people. In Fiscal Year 1955, the atisndance for tha | B LR ER I

enbre hibrary syslem was 15,003 (18) Teday. the City's population is .

1.25 miicn pecple Addionally. 574,000 people use the Central Library alone mnd the facility supperts 35 branch hbraries, more
than thres tmes the number than atits opering, The facity 15 beyond s capacity with 60 percenl of Lhe callections in basemenl
slorage areas (10), off limuls o the public The building suffers fram a secaying infrastruciure, outdaled plumbing. inefficient
electncal systems, as well as obsofele heabng and air systems that are costy Lo mainiain. The Canforma State Library reviewed
tha condiliong and raporied:

“Thes asbestosdaden siruciure i3 inpficent wilh himred tapatsity for reconfgurang space for viiually any purpase = (14}

For mora details, YISIT HERE.

4. What is the vision lor tha new Escillty?

The New Central Lrrary will help San Diege achieve many of tts mast pressing civic objectves. The new faciity aliows the San
Diege Pubtic Library to adequalely serve the branches and the community s needs for Iteracy, information and knowedge in lhe
21sl century. Aaditionally. the buiding will be a new landmark—a civc icon that embodies Sen Diego’s commiiment to the
future. The New Central Library will,

Prowide improved access lo informabion and resources. Tha new Lbrary will featura a collaclion of more than 1.2 mulian
volumes, or B0 percent more than the current facity.

= Suppor student achievernent region wide. The highly wisible chidren and leen areas and homewark cenler witl ba
exciting new resources for San Diego's youny people

Provide a venue for community meetings and gathenngs.

Prowide top-quaity cultural and educabional programming

Allow equal access lo key technologies.

Support persons with spectal needs.

CRUIE B

For more details, YISIT HERE.

5 whal is the hislory of Lhis project?

The nead for a New Central Library was evidenl #s far back as the City's adopted General Plan in 1371, and the need was
confimed in the 1977 Master Plan for the San Diego Puble Library (11). Citzen committees have studied pessible stes for the
new main library through 45 independent studes done over a 35-year panod. Begnming in 1999, s polental downtown sites.
were analyzed Ihrough public hearings and workshops {12). An exlensive senes of workshops were held with thousands of
alizeny. In 2001, the City Councl raviewed the analysis on each of the siles alang with associaled costs, and unanimousty re-
affimned thal the City-owned, approximalely 68 000 square feet sile at Park Bivd and J Streel was the beal locabon.

G Why is a charler high school baing localad al the Naw Central Library?

Son (hego's new Central Ligrary will be 8 center of iiteracy and learning. prowiding informatbon snd knowledge for the entre San
Duego region. Central to (s mission i an on-side charter school, called Downtown Charler High. to serve 400+ high schaol
sludents.

Thereisa g d nead for add | hugh school capacity downlown with San Diego and Lincoln High Schoots beyond
capacity. High schoo! students residing in the urban core of downtown San Diego and its sumounding neghtorhoods are
underserved by the exisling opbona for their Sth -12th grade leaming experience. Dver 50% of the students residing in the
downi i Brea I other areas of San Dwego for Lherr high school expenence

Downlown Charter High will sexve 400+ high scnool students and with its access 1o vasi sducabonsl resources and downtown'a
business and social community , this school will serve as a nabonal moded in collega and carser readinese. Read more about
Downiown Charter High HERE .

Additranally. the school bui'ds upon already planned featury (o serve Lha 35 sehools within two mies of the New Central
Library, including an after school hours homewark center, The proposed school is in keeping with exssung partnerships among
the schools and Library, such 8s Lhe jeini-use schock-library project al the newly opened Logan Hesghls Branch Library focated
on tha site of tha Logan Haights Elemenlary Schedl.

7. Why build this projoct now?

This project s maving forward 6l & cruczal Bma for the local economy and will have a significant impact on empkaymenl, wages
and tax receipts. The New Ceniral Librery construction projec] is consarvairvely projecied o generale 1,055 constnicbon-relabad
Jobs.

Adaivenaily, by meving forward now, San Diega s achng fiscally respansible by capilaliang on $77.5 milion in commitied funds
~ $20 miltion in a State Libeary Grant money, 320 mihon from the San Diego Unified School Drstne! and $40.8 million in private
donations ($30.8 muffion for conslruction and $ 10 milkon for operaling).

B How much will it cost 1o build (his Mcility?
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Tha project has a guaranteed mamum price of $184.5 mulbon. This price mudes consteuction costs and other project costs.,
such as archulectural mnd engineering faes, fumiure, fixtures and equipment. This construction project is a construction manager
AL rigk propacl. Tumer Construction wil be the canstruchon manager at nsk and will ba responsile for any costs thal excesd the
guaraniead maxmm prics.

9. How will the project be funded?

Curmenlly, $152 37 million has been raised for consiruclion of Lhis project with an addibonal $18 mdlion set asde for the first kve
yean of operalions. Cenlra Cty Devetopment Corporation has allocabed $80 milin for consirucbon. Thess funds arp
earmarked lfor downtown development and cannot be reassignea fof uses beyond dewnlown, Tha Califorrsa Stale Library hos
swarded San Diego a 520 milon grant for the New Central Library. Once again. these funds are designated for this project and
ara nol aveilable for other uses The San Diege Unified Schoo! Districl has approved 520 millon for a 40-year iease on unused
space on the saxth and seventh fioers of the building for a charter hign schoal. Finally, private donors have slepped forward lo
donate 540 B midhon—S$30.8 mdhon of which is for consiruction. This is the highest level of private support ever for & puliie:
brary capilal project anywhere outside of New York Cily To bring total commitments up lo $184 9 milhon, the Sgn Diego Public
Library Foundation has commyttad to raising an addibonal $32.53 million by the end of conatruchon.

10 What is the Umalineg for building the New Cenlral Library?
The current project umedina calls for

Caty Coundl approved releass of the project Lo bid (November 2009)
Guaraniead maximum prcg delivgred to the City (Aprl 2010).

City Counctl appegeed consiruchon an June 28, 2010.

Congbructon began in i August 2010,

Litwary grand opening in July 2013,

14. How much will it cost 1o operate this tacilily?

The New Central Library will cost $2.7 melbon mars annually to operale Lhan the cumenl facility ( 13). Cost ncreases arn the
result of non-personnel expenses assocaled with a larger faciity. The Library antcipates thal the New Centraf Library will
opetale with the same number of staif as onginally proposad for the Library in 2005 - B2 full-bma emplayess (13} by traning
slafl 1o work ecroas different ibrary aecbona.

Addibonally, ihe new hbrary is designed to more efficiently atocate staff inrougnout the building with fewer senice ponts - 11
compened with 13 1n he cuizent faclity, These additonal operatonal costs will ba cavered (or ine firsl five years of operation
through privais donatians ana increased revanug opportunities. Private conmbubons of $10 melion loward oparations will cover
$2 million of the $2.7 million increase for those first five years and of operation. Also, the facity will conservatevely reakze
$825,000 m addibonal anstual revenua from parking, café. space rentals and storm sales.

12. What has already baen spent on tha projacl and whem did those lunds come from?

Thus [ar, the City has spent jusl cver §17 million on this project, meluding $2.4 milion spent on work dene on a previously
omsidered sile that was deemed inddequate. Thus §17 mihon has been pasd through ths $80 mdlion commsiment fram Centre
City Devetopment 1g the prgect [15)

13. Doas the locauon maka serse and it it funclional?

Fallowing extensive study and pubiss npul, tha site 1n East Village st Park Bivwg and 11th Ave near Pelco Park was selecied as
the weat sits for the New Central Litwary becsuse fl is:

Convenent fo public ranzd and freeways,

Cannects with San Diego's fastest growing communities and cut{ures.

It the hearl of commerca and business for the San Diego regwon.

Cenlrally locatad i the redeveiopment arga

Localed along the new Park-tp-Bay promenade.

On City-owned land, making il the most financially favorable location

The choice following extensive community inpul.

A famuly-inendly destinabion.

Sufficenlly large Lo permil desgn of & fully-functional librery and provide on-site parking.

14. Who will tha Canlral Library sarve?

The Ceniral Library wall suppor the 35 San Diego Pubiic Library branches and serv all the resdents of San Diego—particuiary
{udents, downl i workars and visitors to San Diego. The Central Library is the hearl of the Sen Diego Pubic
Library sysiem and a new faciity will sdequalefy support the entire 35-branch San Ciego Public Library syslem (READ MORE)

Addibonally, the New Central Library provides crucal resources (0 more than 35 schoois withun twa milés, includmg Brooklyn,
Sherman and Waghinglan Elermeritary: Romtevell Junior High and Garfield, Monarch, San Diego end the new charler high
schonl. San Disgo City College s only B mile away Addibonally, s facility serves as (ha branch for the one of the county s
faslest growing populations —downtown residents {17). Between 2000 and 2030, Ihe number of downlown residents and
workers is projecled lo maee (han double with more than 254,000 people Ihing mrd working downtown n 2030 {18), Addricnally,
fha Canlral Library secves ng (e headguariers for the Serva Cooperative Library Systema—a network of 14 pubbc lbrary
syslems i San Diego and Impenal countes.

15 Wil the New Cenlral Librory be energy efficiant?

The New Central Libirary will demonstrale the City of San Disgo's commeiment 1o enargy efficient design The busding
mcorporales the latest in technolog cal advances, such as the usa of photovoillaic cells, whith allow the City 1o achieve a LEED
Silver slatus [or this projeci This will make Lhe building ona of the mosi efficient public buddings in Calfornia. The photovoliac
sysiem proposed for the New Cenbral Library helps convenl sofar energy into useable alecincity. Addibonal pdvances, such a5 a
compulerzed SMART energy melers that wil lwm off the lights when there s suthicient nalural Ight and long-bfs florescent bidls
thal Iast for 35,000 hours, cantnbute to the cfficiency of this green building.
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18. How can | halp supporl the San Diego Public Libeary and this project?

The mission of tha San Diego Public Library Foundation 15 to creale, sleward, and supporl an excellen! free public Lbrary syslem
by ganarating privale sector support to suppfement funding by the govemment. The Foundabon secures privale suppan fe: the
entre San Diago Publie Library system, nciuding efforts {0 build its New Central Library. Individusls interesied in providing
financial supper for neighborhood branches, specific Library programs or the New Central Library project can maka a
contnbubon online or may conlect Executive Director Jay Hill by gmall or at 619-235-5861. For more informaton on funding
cpporunibes for the New Gentral Library. VISIT HERE.

Project supp s can slag b a of e Frends Library Advocacy group. Thasa advocales receve regular e-mal
commanicabons about Library fssues and deliver the library's message 10 elecled officialy, media, neghbars rnd commuraty
leaders. To oin this network, gnigr your @-rmai hay.

Sourtes
1. Sen Diego Public Library FY10 Offcia) Stabsbcs,
2. San Dwegeo City 2008 estimated population San Diego Association of Govemments
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Amencan Library Associaton,
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10 Ciy.of San Dego-Main Library Community Needs Assessment.
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Realizing a Civic Dream ... “Great Cities Are Defined by Great City Centers”
g )

San Diego is one of the youngest metropolitan areas in America, and it is aching to grow up. Civic leaders
agonize Lhat despite San Diego’s size and rich history, and maturing economy and communities, it has yet to
evolve into a “grown-up place” — that is, a region of equal stature to the great cities of the world. They often
cite the lack of a great civic space — a place that symbolizes the region’s identity — as the critical missing link.

For decades, leaders and citizens have sought ways to create a civic space that would serve as the destination
for regional pride, embodying who we are and what we aspire to be. Regional leaders have yeamned to create
an icon that opens minds, democratizes and unifies San Diego’s diverse neighborhoods, enlightens both
children and adults, and creates a common ground from which everyone can agree on what it means to be a
San Diegan.

The opportunity exists today to create a great civic space and define a great region in a way that has never
before unified so many groups under one hope and one location. Never before has there been an opportunity
to gather as many civic amenities and San Diegans under one roof. That opportunity is San Diego's new
Central Library.

The New Central Library Will Be San Diego’s Premiere Civic Space

More than 100 years after Alonzo Horton purchased the land now known as downtown San Diego to build a
vibrant waterfront center, that vision is now being honored. More than $3 billion of public and private funds
have been invested and leveraged to develop downtown into
a world-class urban center. And San Diego’s new Central
Library, to be built in the East Village neighborhood and just
a stone’s throw from the waterfront, will be the heart of
downtown.

Located at the intersection where residential, commerce,
culture, transportation, education, tourism, entertainment
and San Diego’s famed waterfront meet, the new Central
Library will be the center of civic activity. The new Central
Library will be bounded by two important downtown San
Diego thoroughfares. The Park-to-Bay Link connects San
Diego’s majestic waterfront to the rich cultural activity of
Balboa Park, which contains more than 85 cultural and recreational organizations, including 16 museums. J
Street is the city's fastest-growing residential and commercial corridor, and home to San Diego’s new Major

League Baseball park. Imagine 40,000 children at Kid's Day at the ballpark, spilling out of the game and
walking across the street to the new Central Library ...

Designed by world-renowned architect Rob Wellington Quigley, San Diego’s new Central Library will be a
public space unlike any other in San Diego. The new Central Library will be an architectural landmark
recognized the world over, inviting residents and visitors from all over to enjoy the millions of volurnes and
activities inside. Following LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) standards, the new



Central Library will be developed as a civic role model of sustainability and energy conservation, honoring
the environment for the benefit of future of generations. The new Central Library may be the largest LEED
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silver-rated building in California.

The New Central Library Will Be a Cornerstone of San Diego’s Educational System

The new Central Library will be a cornerstone of San Diego’s education system, providing a toddler’s very
first literary experience, empowering the adult leamner, supporting the professional’s pursuit of lifelong
enrichment, and engaging the hobbyist and enthusiast.

The new Central Library will open the minds of children, offering resources beyond those available to them at
school. A newly formed partnership with San Diego Unified School District is evidence of the need for the
new Central Library’s vast resources by the second largest school district in the state.

The new Central Library will build an educated workforce. San Diegans want their children to raise their
families here, work here, and buy homes here. There is new commitment to growing intellectual capital from
within San Diego’s own population, and the new Central Library will be an educational resource driving this
initiative,

The New Central Library Will Narrow the Digital Divide

By providing unprecedented state-of-the-art technology, support and access, the new Central Library will
narrow the digital divide by opening the doors of technology to the underrepresented households that do not
own computers. San Diego is already recognized as high tech place — for business, that is. The library will
embrace San Diego’s high tech identity and level the playing field so that the region is known as a high tech
place for everyone.
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The New Central Library Will Connect Communities and Cultures

Forty percent of all new residential units in the city are being built in downtown, creating an exciting and
diverse community for young professionals, service industry workers, empty nesters and families. Yet
downtown’s eight distinctive neighborhoods — Little Italy, Marina, Cortez, Columbia, Core, Gaslamp Quarter,
Horton and East Village — today exist in isolation. Simply, there is no place for these neighbors to gather and

meet one another.

The new Central Library will be a place for neighbors to talk to each other, where a minimum of 50,000
downtown residents will gather by the time the new Central Library opens.

The neighborhoods surrounding downtown are even more disconnected, divided from the center city by the
Interstate 5 freeway. The new Central Library will break down the barriers that disconnect the Barrio Logan,
Golden Hill and Uptown — the most socio-economically and culturally diverse neighborhoods in the region -
luring those residents to a place that welcomes everyone.

San Diego is blessed with a bounty of cultural diversity. The new Central Library will be one of the most
international libraries in the United States, serving as a catalyst to gather all of San Diego’s ethnicities and
cultures under one roof and in a neutral territory. The new Central Library will welcome the thousands of
immigrants who swear their allegiance to the United States every year and make San Diego their home
because of its cultural richness. With the U.S.-Mexico border just 20 minutes away, thousands will cross the
border to use the new Central Library.

The new Central Library will expand annual cultural celebrations that occur around the region — Cesar
Chavez Day, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade, Fleet Week military events, and Chinese New Year, just 1o
name a few. New celebrations embracing food and culture will be created around the New Central Library.

The New Central Library will Anchor and Catalyze Development of San Diego’s Newest and
Most Vibrant Residential Neighborhood

The new Central Library will be the anchor of residential development in downtown’s East Village. Most of
the re-Centraling population growth of the city will occur in this long-neglected, blighted neighborhood that is
the focus of the next wave of downtown redevelopment. Community activists and planners envision East
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Village as the ultimate urban neighborhoad filled with the laughter of thousands of children, and what better
amenity to attract new residential development and families than a new Central Library.

The New Central Library Will Be an Engine for Economic Development

The new Central Library will catalyze economic growth. Downtown San Diego is the center of commerce for
the San Diego region. More than 75,000 employers and employees do business in downtown, including
several Fortune 500 companies and every branch of government. In a knowledge-intensive economy, these
companies and their employees require 21* century tools to help them excel in their fields and industries, yet
the existing Central library falls woefully short of meeting this need.

With its computer portals to business databases and the largest collection of patent and trade information, the
new Central Library will be a place where entrepreneurs can research their ideas, workers can enhance their
skills, and small business people can access information to build their enterprises and dreams.

The New Central Library Will Be Accessible to All

The new Central Library will be the most accessible public space in the region. Downtown San Diego is the
hub of the region’s transportation system and enjoys premium transit service. All of San Diego’s major
freeways and modes of transit converge in downtown, leading all 2.5 million residents in the region to the
new Central Library.

The new Central Library will be fully accessible to people with disabilities. Designed to meet, and in many
cases exceed, ADA standards, the facility will be easy to use and physically inviting
to all those who wish to use it.

The New Central Library Will Be an Artistic Eden

The new Central Library will be the centerpiece of the critical mass of artistic assets
in downtown San Diego. Surrounded by award-winning theaters, gaileries, museums,
public art and architecture that enlighten and inspire, the new Central Library will be
downtown’s artistic and cultural icon.

The new Central Library will deliver a public art program that uplifts and expands
the imagination. Governmental entities, including the City of San Diego Commission
for Arts and Culture, San Diego Unified Port District and Centre City Development
Corporation, have already implemented a robust public arts program in downtown,
and they have made a commitment to public art at the new Central Library.

.FJ:' Tﬂue.: . The new Central Library will be physically

connected to Balboa Park and its many
cultural institutions through the Park-to-Bay
Link, creating a cultural space that spans the
city. The new Central Library will be located
at the base of the Park-to-Bay Link, a historic
land-use plan first envisioned in 1909, that
will connect the nation’s second-largest mass
of cultural resources to the waterfront.

The New Central Library Will Be ... Wonderful.
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