
 

 

LIBRARY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2015; 8:00 AM 
BENNETT MARTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
 
Present:  Donna Marvin, Herb Schimek, Lowell Berg, Carol Speicher, Herb Schimek, Martha Florence, 
Kathy McKillip.  Absent:  None  
 
Others Present:  Pat Leach, Library Director; Julee Hector, Assistant Library Director; Barbara Hansen, 
Administrative Aide; Paul Jones, Accountant; Carolyn Dow, Polley Music Librarian; Kathryn Kelley, 
Bennett Martin Public Library Public Services Librarian; Vicki Wood, Youth Services Coordinator; Julie 
Beno, Bennett Martin Public Library Public Services Coordinator; Peter Jorgensen, Virtual Services 
Manager; Brenda Ealey, Gere Branch Manager; Gail McNair, Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries 
Executive Director; Denise Pearce, Mayor's Office; Jeff Kirkpatrick, City Attorney. 
 
Friedman called the meeting to order at 8 a.m.  It was announced that the Open Meetings Law of the State 
of Nebraska was posted and available for inspection. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  The Agenda for the May 19, 2015, meeting was posted according to the 
Open Meetings Law of the State of Nebraska.  Donna Marvin moved to approve the agenda as posted.  
Second by Speicher.  Roll Call Vote:  Berg, Florence, Friedman, Marvin, Schimek, Speicher - aye; 
McKillip - absent.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
McKillip arrived at this time. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Marvin moved to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2015, Board 
meeting as posted.  Second by Berg.  Roll Call Vote:  Florence, Friedman, Marvin, McKillip, Schimek, 
Speicher, Berg - aye.  Motion carried 7-0.   
 
COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION:  Schimek reported the committee had met to consider staff 
recommendations to update policies and to discuss a request to consider a County liaison on the Library 
Board.   
 
Approval of Updated Policies:  Leach reviewed proposed changes in the Cooperation with Nonpublic 
Entities, Materials Selection, and Refreshments at Library Programs policies.  The Cooperation with 
Nonpublic Entities policy has been updated to allow the Library to withdraw from participation in a 
venture for any reason.  The Materials Selection Policy is being updated to include the updated American 
Library Association Access to Library Resources and Services for Minors policy.  The Refreshments at 
Library Programs policy is being revised to include “selected” when referring to library sponsored 
programs.   
 
Schimek moved to approve the updated policies as presented.  Second by Marvin.  Roll Call Vote:  
Friedman, Marvin, McKillip, Schimek, Speicher, Berg, Florence - aye.  Motion carried 7-0.   
 
County Liaison:  In a recent meeting with County Commissioner Deb Schorr, she suggested that a County 
representative be on the Library Board.  Kirkpatrick reported that Schorr did contact him.  He sent her the 
City Code and Library Board bylaws indicating that it is possible to include a nonvoting member within 
existing City Code.  The Board can create committees or choose community representatives.   A non-
voting position could be added for a member that would be a representative outside of the city limits.   
 
The County is serviced by contract and has always been supportive of the Library.  The County provides 
about 10% ($700,000) of the library’s tax supported budget.    
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Friedman reported that the Committee on Administration would meet to bring proposed language to the 
June Board meeting with action possible in July.  City Attorney Jeff Kirkpatrick will assist.   
 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  None 
 
FINANCE:  Florence reported on the recap of expenditures for April 2015 listing claims in the amount of 
$925,832.09.  Florence moved approval of the report and payment of all claims.  Second by Marvin.  Roll 
Call Vote:  Marvin, McKillip, Schimek, Speicher, Berg, Florence, Friedman - aye.  Motion carried 7-0.   
 
CENTRAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE:  Four Library Board members toured the Des Moines and 
Cedar Rapids central libraries on April 30 and May 1.  The Cedar Rapids Public Library is impressive in 
both its busyness and staff enthusiasm.  This new central library opened in 2014. It was funded heavily by 
FEMA after the previous library flooded in 2008. The library has a lot of windows, which provide a lot of  
natural light. Meeting rooms are not near entrances, but are on the second floor to the side of the building 
so that users have to walk through the library to access them. There is a rooftop greenspace that is very 
popular and often used for weddings. The youth area includes interesting curved furniture and shelving. 
Most furniture is on casters so it can be moved. The service desks are in the manner of concierge service, 
moveable with a computer where a staff member stands to help people.   They use RFID and an 
automated sorting system.    
 
It was asked if the business community had any problems getting behind the project or if there were any 
perceived problems with competition with the meeting rooms.  It was reported that they didn't have a 
problem getting the business community behind the project.   The meetings rooms serve a different 
purpose so the convention center didn’t see this has a conflict.   
 
FOUNDATION FOR LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES:   McNair reported that the 60th Anniversary 
event netted about $15,000.  In 2016 the Foundation will go back to holding a Wine and E event at the 
Country Club.      The Spelling Bee results are not yet in but it looks like the income may have doubled.  
It is an extremely popular event that will be done again next year.   A book nook has just been installed at 
Bethany Branch.  April receipts from the nooks were down a bit.   Coffee on the Dock of The Mill will be 
held on Monday, May 25, at 8:30 a.m.  The announcement of the 2015 One Book - One Lincoln titles will 
be held at 10:30 a.m.  The Mill donates to the Foundation proceeds from all coffee sales. 
 
Give to Lincoln Day is on Thursday, May 28, which is made up of  24 hours of giving to community 
organizations.  McNair encouraged all board members to contribute.  The Lincoln Community 
Foundation matches donations.  This year Foundation funds received from Give to Lincoln Day will be 
used to support the Summer Reading Program. 
 
LINCOLN CARES:  Florence appeared at the news conference on May 7 representing the Library.   
 
ONE BOOK - ONE LINCOLN:  Marvin reported that the selected title and two runners up will be 
announced on Monday 25, 10:30 a.m. at the event at The Mill.   
 
TECHNOLOGY -  Julee Hector, Assistant Library Director, demonstrated the new catalog that went live 
on April 30.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
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LIBRARY PRESIDENT'S REPORT:   
It was reported that Lowell Berg’s term would be ending August 31, 2015.  Berg was appointed to 
complete the last 18 months of Maja Harris’s term and is eligible to be appointed to a full seven year  
term.  Berg has indicated that he ready and willing to be reappointed.  Leach stated that she would be 
contacting the Chair of City Council regarding the vacancy process.   
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
Leach introduced Vicki Wood, Youth Services Coordinator, and Kathryn Kelley, Public Services 
Librarian, who provided information and sample materials for the 2015 summer reading programs.   
Wood reported that over 16,500 people registered for summer reading last year including children, teens, 
adults.  Wood reported that additional emphasis is being put on the City Outreach program this year.  
Two library locations, Bennett Martin Public Library and Eiseley Branch will be used as sites for the 
USDA summer food program. The Lincoln Literacy Flair program also will held again this year.     
 
Kelley stated the goal for adult summer reading is to make participation easy and to encourage parents 
and caregivers to participate.  To encourage continued participation throughout the summer, weekly 
drawings will be held for prizes.  The end of summer grand prizes this year are two Kindle paper-white 
eReaders.    Information on summer programs is available on the library’s website lincolnlibraries.org. 
 
Leach reported that the last day of school for Lincoln Public Schools is Thursday, May 21. Williams 
Branch will be switching to summer hours on May 22 and will be open 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. every day.  
 
In April Library staff purged 1,491 records representing $137,000 in debt.   
 
Leach stated that she will report on the Design Institute in San Diego next month after all the written 
reports are received. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:13 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


