
 
 
 
 
LIBRARY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 16, 2015; 6:00 PM 
WALT BRANCH LIBRARY 
6701 S 14TH STREET, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
 
LIBRARY BOARD PRESENT:  Lowell Berg, Herb Friedman, Donna Marvin, Herb Schimek. 
Absent: Carol Speicher, Martha Florence, Kathy McKillip.  A quorum was present.   
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Pat Leach, Library Director; Julee Hector, Assistant Library Director; Paul 
Jones, Accountant; Barbara Hansen, Administrative Aide; Julie Beno, Bennett Martin Public 
Library Public Services Coordinator; Peter Jorgensen, Virtual Services Manager;  Brenda Ealey, 
Gere Branch Manager;  Gail McNair, Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries; Denise Pearce, 
Mayor’s Office; Jeff Kirkpatrick, City Attorney.   
 
Friedman called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.  It was announced the Open Meetings Law of the 
State of Nebraska was posted and available for inspection.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: The Agenda for the June 16, 2015, meeting was posted according 
to the Open Meetings Law of the State of Nebraska.  Berg moved approval of the agenda as 
posted.  Second by Schimek.  Roll Call Vote:  Berg, Friedman, Marvin, Schimek - aye; Florence, 
McKillip, Speicher - absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Berg moved to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2015, Library 
Board meeting as distributed.  Roll Call Vote:  Friedman, Marvin, Schimek, Berg - aye; Florence 
McKillip, Speicher - absent.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 
Committee on Administration -  
Approval of Internet Policy Update:  Schimek reported the committee had met to review the 
recommended changes to the Internet Policy and to the Bylaws. 
 
Leach reported that in regard to the Internet Policy, City Attorney Jeff Kirkpatrick has removed 
much of the narrative that is about the nature of the Internet.  At this point in time that language 
is no longer necessary.  The liability section has been removed.  Section 6 has been added 
under Responsibilities to clarify that minors accessing unfiltered Internet must have written 
approval from a parent/guardian.  At this time it was noted that the latest version of the updated 
policy had not been sent to the Board.  Action on this item will be delayed until July so that the 
Board has an opportunity to review the final draft.      
 
Library Board Bylaws Update:  Friedman reported the suggested change to the bylaws was 
included in the meeting packet.  Article XIII, County Representative to the Library Board has 
been added to this draft.  Friedman requested that action on the updated bylaws be scheduled 
for the July meeting.  Leach will confer with County Commissioners and City Council members.   
 
Committee on Buildings & Grounds:  No report.   
 
Committee on Finance:  In the absence of Treasurer, Marvin reported on the Recap of 
Expenditures for May 2015 listing claims in the amount of $867,321.69.  Marvin moved approval 
of the report and payment of all claims.  Second by Schimek.  Roll Call Vote:  Friedman, Marvin, 
Schimek, Berg - aye; McKillip, Speicher, Florence - absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Central Library Committee:  Berg reported the committee met on Wednesday, June 3, and 
discussed the South Downtown (SoDo) project, Prosper Lincoln and how a new central library 
could benefit issues identified in both projects.  Notes of meeting discussion were included in 
the meeting packet.      
 
Friedman reported on the informal meeting with current and former Omaha Public Library (OPL) 
board members.  Omaha is considerably different than Lincoln.  The Mayor of Omaha appoints 
the OPL Board members and the environment is very political.  OPL is considering legislation 
that would allow it to be its own taxing authority.   
 
Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries:  McNair reported the book nook at Bethany has been 
installed and is in operation.  Sales at all locations are a little low at this time.  Give to Lincoln 
Day was a success for the library.  A final report has not yet been received.    An Intern is now 
working with the Foundation.  He is a student at the Raikes School of Computer Science and 
Management at UNL.    McNair also encouraged everyone to submit idea cards for Prosper 
Lincoln. 
 
Lincoln Cares - No report. 
 
One Book - One Lincoln:  On behalf of the committee, McNair reported that the Memorial Day 
announcement event at The Mill in the Haymarket went well.  About 200 people attended and 
were excited about the choices.   
 
Technology - No report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
Windstream Contract Extension:  Library staff has requested a six month extension of the 
contract for data lines with Windstream to allow time for completion of the fiber project.  The 
cost of the extension is $27,306.00.  Marvin moved approval of the extension.  Second by 
Schimek.  Roll Call Vote:  Marvin, Schimek, Berg, Friedman - aye; McKillip, Speicher, Florence - 
absent.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Friedman reported that he, Schimek, and Leach met with 
Councilman  Eskridge to share information on the Central Library project.  A new Central Library 
would be in his district.  Within the next few weeks we are going to try to set up a meeting with 
the City Council to provide information to the entire Council.    Individual meetings have also 
been held, or are being scheduled, with all Council members.   
 
Friedman reported that he met with LIBA legal representative Mark Hunzeker regarding 
scheduling a Central Library presentation.  LIBA is not interested in having a presentation.   
Friedman reported he also has a call into the Mayor's Office to schedule a meeting with him.   
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT: The Library closing schedule for next fiscal year was distributed.  
Closings generally follow the city holiday schedule but there are a few exceptions.  Libraries are 
closed the Sundays before Labor Day and Memorial Day, Easter Sunday, early closings on 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve, and closed a full day for staff in-service training.     
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Nebraska Link put forth a successful grant proposal to the Public Service Commission (PSC) for 
a fiber project that would allow for fiber connections at all library locations.  Leach thanked City 
Attorney Jeff Kirkpatrick for his excellent work on the project.  A news conference was held on 
Thursday, June 11, announcing the project which resulted in newspaper and radio coverage.  
David Young, Public Works Fiber Network & R.O.W. Manager was instrumental in making the 
project happen.   
 
Prosper Lincoln is a coalition of community groups and businesses bringing people from across 
the community together to make Lincoln even better.  Using the findings from the Vital Signs 
report as a starting point, Prosper Lincoln is inviting everyone in the community to help set 
priorities and establish a shared agenda for positive change.  The Library is assisting Prosper 
Lincoln in its push to generate ideas by distributing and collecting idea cards at all library 
locations.  Staff is informing people about the community-wide effort at all programs during the 
week of June 15.  City employees also received an email from the Mayor encouraging 
participation.     
 
All department directors are meeting with the Mayor to talk about his third term plans.  The 
Central Library was on the top of the library’s list.  Policy issues included the County Liaison on 
the Library Board.  A copy of the library’s facilities plan and the Aspen report were also shared 
with the Mayor.  Leach also met with the Mayor to review Central Library information and what 
we have been doing to prepare for that project. 
 
Leach reported that she would be filling in for Charles Stephen, host of NET’s All About Books 
radio program on Thursdays at noon. 
 
A copy of Lincoln 55 +, a local seniors paper published by Keith Larsen, was shared.  Leach 
contributed an article about the Central Library project and her visits to Cedar Rapids and San 
Diego. 
 
Two sites, Bennett Martin Public Library and Eiseley Branch, are summer food sites this year.  
This is an opportunity to make sure children are eating over the summer as well as being 
exposed to the library.   
 
ASSISTANT LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 


