
The Marcus Didius Falco series 

by Lindsey Davis 

 

The Silver Pigs  [1989] 

The Silver Pigs is the classic novel which 

introduced readers around the world to 

Marcus Didius Falco, a private informer 

with a knack for trouble, a tendency for 

bad luck, and a frequently incovenient 

drive for justice.  

When Marcus Didius Falco encounters the young and very 

pretty Sosia Camillina in the Forum, he senses 

immediately that there is something amiss. When she 

confesses that she is fleeing for her life, Falco offers to 

help her and, in doing so, he gets himself mixed up in a 

deadly plot involving stolen ingots, dangerous and dark 

political machinations, and, most hazardous of all, one 

Helena Justina, a brash, indominable senator's daughter 

connected to the very traitors that Falco has sworn to 

expose. 

Shadows in Bronze  [1990] 

"Some men are born lucky, others are 

called Didius Falco." 

It's the first century CE in Rome and 

informer and occasional imperial agent 

Marcus Didius Falco is miserable. The 

high-born woman he fell in love with, 

Helena Justina, has broken off their stormy, impossible 

affair. So when Emperor Vespasian assigns Falco a task 

that will take him out of Rome, he can't wait. Disguised as 

vacationer in the company of his comrade Petronius 

Longus, captain of the Aventine Watch, Falco travels 

south to Neapolis, Capreae and Pompeii where he 

discovers a conspiracy involving the Egyptian grain 

shipment to Rome. He also stumbles across Helena 

Justina, conveniently also on a trip out of town, who 

might, unwittingly, be enmeshed in this dangerous, 

treasonous scheme. 

 

 

Venus in Copper  [1991] 

Rome, AD 71. Marcus Didius Falco is 

deperate to leave the notorious 

Lautumiae prison - though being bailed 

out by his mother is a slight indignity... 

Things go from bad to worse though 

when a group of nouveau riche ex-slaves hire him to 

outwit a fortune-hunting redhead, whose husbands have 

a habit of dying accidently, leaving him up against a 

female contortionist, her extra-friendly snake, indigestible 

cakes and rent racketeers. And, all the while, trying to lure 

Helena Justina to live with him, a dangerous proposition 

given the notorius instability of Roman real estate. In a 

case of murder as complicated as he ever faced, this 

Lindsey Davis' classic tale Venus in Copper shows Falco at 

his very finest. 

The Iron Hand of Mars  [1992] 

When Germanic troops in the service of 

the Empire begin to rebel, and a Roman 

general disappears, Emperor Vespasian 

turns to the one man he can trust: 

Marcus Didius Falco, a private informer 

whose rates are low enough that even 

the stingy Vespasian is willing to pay them.  

To Falco, an undercover tour of Germania is an 

assignment from Hades. On a journey that only a stoic 

could survive, Falco meets with disarray, torture, and 

murder. His one hope: in the northern forest lives a 

powerful Druid priestess who perhaps can be persuaded 

to cease her anti-Rome activities and work for peace. 

Which Falco is eagerly hoping for as, back in Rome, the 

Titus Caesar is busy trying to make time with Helena 

Justina, a senator's daughter and Falco's girlfriend. 

 

 

 



Poseidon’s Gold  [1993] 

Rome, AD 72. Falco returns home from 

a six-month mission to the German 

legions. But trouble is in store for him: 

his apartment has been wrecked by 

squatters, and an ex-legionary friend of 

his colorfully heroic brother Festus is 

demanding money, allegedly owed him as the result of 

one of Festus's wild schemes. Worse still, the only client 

Falco can get is his mother-who wants him to clear the 

family name.  

Then, just as Falco thinks things can only get better, fate 

takes a turn for the worse. The legionary is found viciously 

stabbed to death, with Falco the prime suspect. Now he 

has only three days to prove he is not a murderer, to trace 

the real suspect, amass evidence, and win a fortune 

Last Act in Palmyra  [1994] 

The spirit of adventure calls Falco on a 

new spying mission to the untamed 

East in search of the Emperor Vespasian 

. He's picking up extra fees from his old 

friend Thalia the snake dancer as he 

searches for Sophrona, her lost water 

organist. With the Chief Spy Anacrites paying his fare, 

Falco knows anything can go wrong.  

A dangerous brush with the Brother, the sinister ruler of 

Nabataean Petra, sends Falco and his girlfriend Helena on 

a fast camel ride to Syria. Here they join a traveling 

theatre group, which keeps losing members in 

nonaccidental drownings. The bad acting and poor 

audiences are almost as bad as the desert and its 

scorpions-then as the killer hovers, Falco tries to write a 

play. 

Time to Depart  [1995] 

Petronius Longus, captain of the 

Aventine watch and Falco's oldest 

friend, has finally nailed one of Rome's 

top criminals. Under Roman law, 

citizens are not imprisoned but are 

allowed "time to depart" into exile 

outside the Empire. One dark and gloomy dawn, Petro 

and Falco put the evil Balbinus aboard a ship.  

But soon after, an outbreak of robbery and murder 

suggests a new criminal ring has moved into Balbinus's 

territory. Petro and Falco must descend into the 

underworld of Vespasian's Rome to investigate. 

A Dying Light in Corduba  [1996] 

Inimitable sleuth Falco is back with a 

vengeance. One night, a man is killed 

and Rome's Chief Spy left for dead. This 

leaves no one except Falco to conduct 

the investigation. Soon he is plunged 

into the fiercely competitive world of 

olive oil production. Political intrigue, an exotic Spanish 

dancer, and impending fatherhood all add to Falco's 

troubles. 

Three Hands in the Fountain  [1997] 

In vino, veritas. But in the water supply 

of Rome, horroras Marcus Didius Falco 

is about to find out. Sharing an ewer of 

Spanish red with his old friend and new 

partner Petronius Longus, Falco is on 

the spot when a man cleaning the local 

fountain makes a gruesome discovery: a human hand. 

Small and evidently female, the hand suggests its owner 

met a terrifying fate. Naturally, Falco and Petro, formerly 

of the Vigiles, want to seize on it as their first big case. 

The officials of Rome, however, prefer to hush up the 

incident, since a population that riots at the drop of a 

toga might run wild if body parts are polluting their 

drinking water. Soon other delicate, dismembered hands 

are being found in Rome's two hundred miles of 

aqueduct. Now aided, inspired, and given critical clues by 

his wife, Helena, Falco & Partner are ready to buck the 

status quo and even butt heads with Falco's old boss, 

Chief Spy Anacrites, to crack the case. But O, Hades! The 

duo suspects a serial killer is at large, linked topublic 

festivals, and likely to strike again at the upcoming Roman 

Games. Even a detective as astute as Falco may not spot a 

twisted mind in a crowd of 250,000. And if Falco loses this 

race with time, another pretty victim will make a deadly 

splash. 

 

 



Two for the Lions  [1998] 

Another Falco detective story, set in 

Rome AD 73. Distracted by the 

apparent murder of a star man-eating 

lion, Falco uncovers a bitter rivalry 

between the gladiators' trainers.  The 

murder of a star gladiator finds Roman 

detective Marcus Didius Falco in Tripoli searching for 

clues, where he uncovers evidence and danger aplenty. 

 

One Virgin Too Many  [1999] 

Marcus Didius Falco, the cynical, hard-

boiled investigator from the rough end 

of Rome, is back from a difficult mission 

in North Africa. As a result of his hard 

work, Emperor Vespasian awards Falco 

with the title of Procurator of Poultry 

for the Senate & People of Rome, or keeper of the city's 

sacred geese. Not much of a salary, of course, but the title 

does give him a better standing with his in-laws. Now, all 

Falco wants is to spend time relaxing at home with his 

family. But there is no rest for Falco as he finds himself 

drawn into the world of the Roman religious cults...& the 

murder of a member of the Sacred Brotherhoods. And 

then there's the disappearance of the most likely new 

candidate for the Order of Vestal Virgins. Falco soon 

uncovers a sinister cover-up & is too deeply involved to 

back away from the truth. 

Ode to a Banker  [2000] 

In the long hot Roman summer of 

AD74, Marcus Didius Falco, private 

informer and spare time poet, gives a 

reading for his family and friends. 

Things get out of hand as usual. The 

event is taken over by Aurelius 

Chrysippus, a wealthy Greek banker and patron to a group 

of struggling writers, who offers to publish Falco's work - a 

golden opportunity that rapidly palls. A visit to the 

Chrysippus scriptorium implicates him in a gruesome 

literary murder so when Petronius Longus, the over-

worked vigils enquiry chief, commissions him to 

investigate, Falco is forced to accept... 

A Body in the Bath House  [2001] 

AD75. As a passion for home 

improvement sweeps through the 

Roman Empire, Marcus Didius Falco 

struggles to deal with Gloccus and 

Cotta, a pair of terrible bath house 

contractors whose slow progress and 

bad workmanship have been causing him misery for 

months. They finally finish their contract, but leave Falco 

and his father with a ghastly smell from a hypocaust and 

some gruesome site debris. . . Far away in Britain, King 

Togidubnus of the Atrebates tribe is planning his own 

makeover. His huge new residence (known to us as 

Fishbourne Palace) will be spectacular - but the 

sensational refurbishment is behind time and over 

budget, its labour force is beset by 'accidents', corrupt 

practices are rife, and everyone loathes the project 

manager. The frugal Emperor Vespasian is paying for all 

this; he wants someone to investigate. Falco has a new 

baby, an new house, and he hates Britain. But his feud 

with Anacrites the Chief Spy has now reached a 

dangerous level, so with his own pressing reasons to leave 

Rome in a hurry, he accepts the task. A thousand miles 

from home, with only his family to support him, he starts 

restoring order to the chaotic building site. Then, while he 

searches the feuding workforce for Gloccus and Cotta, he 

realises that someone with murderous intentions is now 

after him 

The Jupiter Myth  [2002] 

A direct sequel to her Body in the 

Bathhouse, this 14th installment in 

Lindsey Davis's ancient Rome–based 

mystery series finds Roman private eye 

Marcus Didius Falco in Britannia, where 

he has just wrapped up a murder 

investigation at the command of his emperor. Though he 

finds Britannia dreary, he had gladly accepted the 

assignment, using it as a good excuse to spirit his sister 

out of Rome and away from a vengeful ex-suitor. 

 

Now, bogged down (almost literally) in the muddy streets 

of Londinium, where his uncle by marriage holds a 

government post, Falco is faced with yet another murder 

when the disgraced henchman of an important local ally is 



shoved headfirst into a well. Of course, everyone assumes 

Falco will be delighted to solve the case before leaving 

Britannia. But as he starts investigating, he quickly 

discovers that Roman gangsters -- exactly the sort that 

he'd tackled before and had hoped never to confront 

again -- are moving to dismal-but-profitable Londinium 

and making their presence known. 

The Accusers  [2003] 

Having returned from his trip to 

Londinium, Falco takes up employment 

with Paccius Africanus and Silius 

Italicus, two lawyers at the top of their 

trade. For the trial of a senator they 

need Falco to make an affidavit 

confirming repayment of a loan. Having been out of the 

country and starved of Forum gossip for some time, Falco 

has little interest in this trial, so he makes his deposition 

and then leaves. The prosecution are successful and a 

large financial judgement is made, but one month later 

the senator is dead, apparently by suicide. The heirs are 

now in a situation of not having to pay up, and the 

prosecutor Silius Italicus suddenly decides to seek out 

Falco. With a little coercion, Falco joins the prosecution in 

seeking to persuade a magistrate to instigate a new trial 

against Metellus' son. Blinded by the vision of rich 

pickings to be gained by the prosecution, Falco 

temporarily forgets that, if they fail, the financial penalties 

levelled against the informers who brought the case are 

potentially enormous… 

Scandal takes a Holiday  [2004] 

In the wealthy town of Ostia, our hero 

Falco appears to be enjoying a relaxing 

holiday. But when his girlfriend, Helena, 

arrives carrying a batch of old copies of 

the Daily Gazette - with the intention of 

catching up on the latest scandal - Falco 

is forced to admit to Petronius his real reasons for being 

there-'Infamia', the pen name of the scribe who writes 

the gossip column for the Daily Gazette, has gone missing. 

His fellow scribes have employed Falco to find him and 

bring him back from his lazy, drunken truancy. However, 

Falco suspects that there is more to his absence than 

might first appear. Before long, Falco's enquiries lead him 

into the world of piracy and the discovery of criminal 

traditions long believed dead. Is this the right path 

towards finding 'Infamia'? Why would pirates have taken 

him? And if they have, will he be found alive? 

See Delphi and Die  [2005] 

With safe seas, good roads, a common 

currency, and lots of interesting 

conquered territory, the Romans 

naturally invented tourism. They 

believed in a life of leisure - fine for 

those who could afford it - and some 

would set off on their travels for maybe five years at a 

time. As these ancient culture vultures descended on the 

sights, the tour guide was born to cater to their needs... 

'Marcus, you must help me!' Stunned by a dramatic 

appeal from his otherwise cool mother-in-law, Falco 

cannot resist. His brother-in-law, Aulus, has been diverted 

from his route to Athens university by a man whose newly 

married daughter disappeared, with her husband, while 

visiting the Olympic Games as part of an extended 

wedding trip. Suspecting a classic cover-up, Aulus enrols 

Falco's help in solving the case. And of course his mother-

in-law hopes to hurry her son along to university by 

passing the case over to Falco. Joining the rest of the 

married couple's tour group on the remains of their Grand 

Tour, Falco and Helena seize the opportunity to interview 

the owner/manager of 'Seven Sights Travel', as well as the 

other guests. Seemingly not getting very far, they can at 

least make the most of the splendid sights; but finally, on 

reaching Delphi, Falco and Helena unravel the mystery of 

the bride and groom. 

Saturnalia  [2007] 

It is the Roman holiday of Saturnalia. 

The days are short, the nights are for 

wild parties. A general has captured a 

famous enemy of Rome, and brings her 

home to adorn his Triumph as a ritual 

sacrifice. The logistics go wrong; she 

acquires a mystery illness - then a 

young man is horrendously murdered and she escapes 

from house arrest. Marcus Didius Falco is pitted against 

his old rival, the Chief Spy Anacrites, in a race to find the 

fugitive before her presence angers the public and makes 

the government look stupid. Falco has other priorities, for 

Helena's brother Justinus has also vanished, perhaps 



fatally involved once more with the great lost love of his 

youth. Against the riotous backdrop of the season of 

misrule, the search seems impossible and only Falco 

seems to notice that some dark agency is bringing death 

to the city streets... 

Alexandria  [2009] 

For Marcus Didius Falco, agent to the 

Emperor Vespasian, Alexandria holds 

fascination and a hint of fear. Beautiful, 

historic and famously unruly, the great 

cosmopolitan city wears Roman rule 

lightly. While his wife, Helena Justina, 

wants to see the Lighthouse and the Pyramids, Falco has a 

mission at the Great Library that soon turns out to involve 

much more than stock-taking its innumerable scrolls. A 

mysterious death in the world-famous library bring him 

into immediate conflict with the darker side of academic 

life. With forensic science in its infancy, even an illegal 

autopsy fails to find real answers.To solve the crime for 

the Roman Prefect - if indeed it is a crime - Falco will have 

to draw on his own doggedness and intuition, at first 

supported only by Helena's commonsense and the loyal 

backup of her brother Aulus, who goes under cover as a 

student among the in-fighting academics. The 

philosophers lust after fame and fortune so ruthlessly 

there is soon another terrifying death, this time at the 

royal zoo. At the same time, his original innocent mission 

is overshadowed by the machinations of his Uncle Fulvius, 

who is living in Alexandria with his partner Cassius for 

obscure reasons. Their involvement in local affairs already 

seems shady when they are joined by their crony, Falco's 

father, Geminus, a man well known for disreputable 

business practices. If the irrepressible Pa has had any 

hand in what has gone wrong at the Library, Falco knows 

he stands no chance... 

Nemesis  [2010] 

In the high summer of 77AD, Roman 

informer Marcus Didius Falco is beset 

by personal problems. Newly bereaved 

and facing unexpected upheavals in his 

life, it is a relief for him to consider 

someone else's misfortunes. A middle-

aged couple who supplied statues to his father, Geminus, 

have disappeared in mysterious circumstances. They had 

an old feud with a bunch of notorious freedmen, the 

Claudii, who live rough in the pestilential Pontine 

Marshes, terrorising the neighbourhood. When a 

mutilated corpse turns up near Rome, Falco and his vigiles 

friend Petronius investigate, even though it means 

travelling in the dread marshes. But just as they are 

making progress, the Chief Spy, Anacrites, snatches their 

case away from them. As his rivalry with Falco escalates, 

he makes false overtures of friendship, but fails to cover 

up the fact that the violent Claudii have acquired corrupt 

protection at the highest level. Making further enquiries 

after they have been warned off can only be dangerous - 

but when did that stop Falco and Petronius? Egged on by 

the slippery bureaucrats who hate Anacrites, the dogged 

friends dig deeper while a psychotic killer keeps taking 

more victims, and the shocking truth creeps closer and 

closer to home... 

Falco: The Official Companion  [2010] 

As the girl came running up the steps, I 

decided she was wearing far too many 

clothes...  

So, in 1989, readers were introduced to 

Marcus Didius Falco, the Roman 

informer, as he stood on the steps of the Temple of 

Saturn, looking out across the Forum: the heart of his 

world. Twenty years and twenty books later, Falco fans 

want a companion volume. Only here will you learn the 

author's private background, including her descent from a 

failed assassin and how atheism improved her knitting. 

Here too are the real glories and heartache involved in 

research and creation: why the baby had to be born in 

Barcelona, which plots evolved from intense loathing of 

management trainees, what part a thermal vest played in 

the iconic Falco's conception. It can't be a complete 

handbook to ancient Rome, but it covers perennial issues. 

There are a hundred illustrations, some specially 

commissioned, others from family archives. Enlightening 

quotations come from the Falco books and from eminent 

sources: Juvenal, through Chandler, to 1066 and All That. 

Readers have asked for this book. Their paranoid, 

secretive author agrees it is now or never. Time to spill 

beans on the travertine... 

[Not owned by the libraries! Try InterLibrary Loan.] 



The Flavia Albia mystery series (featuring 

Marcus Didius Falco’s daughter) 

The Ides of April  [2013] 

Falco: The Next Generation––Flavia 

Albia has taken up her father's 

profession. Only, now Rome is a more 

dangerous, mercurial place than it was 

back in dear old dad's day . . .Flavia 

Albia is the adopted daughter of Marcus 

Didius Falco and Helena Justina. From her mother, she 

learned how to blend in at all levels of society; from her 

father, she learned the tricks of their mutual professional 

trade. But her wits and (frequently) sharp tongue are hers 

alone.  

Now, working as a private informer in Rome during the 

reign of Domitian, Flavia has taken over her father's old 

ramshackle digs at Fountain Court in the Surbura district, 

where she plies her trade with energy, determination, and 

the usual Falco luck. Recently hired to help investigate a 

fatal accident, she finds herself stuck with a truly awful 

person for a client and facing a well-heeled, well-

connected opponent.  

That is, until her client unexpectedly dies under what 

might be called "suspicious circumstances." While this is 

not a huge loss for society, it is a loss for Flavia Albia's 

pocket. Even worse, it's just one of a series of similar 

deaths for which she now finds herself under suspicion. 

Before things go from abysmal to worse, Flavia must sort 

out what is happening, and who is responsible. 

Enemies at Home  [2014] 

"There are rules for private informers 

accepting a new case. Never take on 

clients who cannot pay you. Never do 

favours for friends. Don't work with 

relatives. If, like me, you are a woman, 

keep clear of men you find attractive.  

 

"Will I never learn?" 

 

In Ancient Rome, the number of slaves was far greater 

than that of free citizens. As a result, often the people 

Romans feared most were the "enemies at home," the 

slaves under their own roofs. Because of this, Roman law 

decreed that if the head of a household was murdered at 

home, and the culprit wasn't quickly discovered, his slaves 

- all of them, guilty or not - were presumed responsible 

and were put to death. Without exception.  

 

When a couple is found dead in their own bedroom and 

their house burglarized, some of their household slaves 

know what is about to happen to them. They flee to the 

Temple of Ceres, which by tradition is respected as a 

haven for refugees. This is where Flavia Albia comes in. 

The authorities, under pressure from all sides, need a 

solution. Albia, a private informer just like her father, 

Marcus Didius Falco, is asked to solve the murders. 

Deadly Election  [2015] 

In the first century AD, during 

Domitian's reign, Flavia Albia is ready 

for a short break from her family. So in 

July she returns to Rome, leaving them 

at their place on the coast. Albia, 

daughter of Marcus Didius Falco, who is 

now retired as private informer, has taken up her father's 

former profession, and it's time to get back to work. The 

first order of business, however, is the corpse found in a 

chest sent as part of a large lot to be sold by the Falco 

family auction house. As the senior family representative 

in Rome, it falls upon Albia to find out who, why, and by 

whom.  

 

At the same time, her potential suitor, Faustus, comes 

looking for help with his friend Sextus' political campaign. 

Between the auction business and Roman politics, it's not 

quite clear which is more underhanded. Both, however, 

are tied together by the mysterious body in the chest, and 

if Albia isn't able to solve that mystery, it won't be the 

only body to drop. 

The Graveyard of the Hesperides  

[2016] 

In first century Rome, Flavia Albia, the 

daughter of Marcus Didius Falco, has 

taken up her father's former profession 

as an informer. On a typical day, it's 

small cases---cheating spouses, 

employees dipping into the till---but this isn't a typical 



day. Her beloved, the plebeian Manlius Faustus, has 

recently moved in and decided that they should get 

married in a big, showy ceremony as part of beginning a 

proper domestic life together. Also, his contracting firm 

has been renovating a rundown dive bar called The 

Garden of the Hesperides, only to uncover human 

remains buried in the backyard. There have been rumors 

for years that the previous owner of the bar, now 

deceased, killed a bar maid and these are presumably her 

remains. In the choice between planning a wedding and 

looking into a crime from long ago, Albia would much 

rather investigate a possible murder. Or murders, as more 

and more remains are uncovered, revealing that 

something truly horrible has been going on at the 

Hesperides. 

 

As she gets closer to the truth behind the bodies in the 

backyard, Albia's investigation has put her in the cross-

hairs---which might be the only way she'll get out of the 

wedding and away from all her relatives who are 

desperate to 'help.' 

The Third Nero  [2017] 

In 90 A.D., following the Saturninus 

revolt in Germany, the Emperor 

Domitian has become more paranoid 

about traitors and dissenters around 

him. This leads to several senators and 

even provincial governors facing 

charges and being executed for supposed crimes of 

conspiracy and insulting the emperor. Wanting to root out 

all the supports of Saturninus from the Senate, one of 

Domitian's men offers to hire Flavia Alba to do some 

intelligence work.  

 

Flavia Alba, daughter and chip off the old block of Marcus 

Didius Falco, would rather avoid any and all court intrigue, 

thank you very much. But she's in a bit of a bind. Her 

wedding is fast approaching, her fiance is still recovering - 

slowly - from being hit by a lightning bolt, and she's the 

sole support of their household. So with more than a few 

reservations, she agrees to "investigate." 

 

Adding to the confusion is yet another Nero pretender 

has shown up in Parthia and is trying to rally support for 

his claim for the throne. With intrigue upon intrigue 

swirling around the capital city, it's up to Albia to uncover 

what is - and isn't - the real threat. 

Pandora’s Boy  [2018] 

Private investigator Flavia Albia is 

always drawn to an intriguing puzzle - 

even if it is put to her by her new 

husband's hostile ex-wife. 

 

On the Quirinal Hill, a young girl named 

Clodia has died, apparently poisoned with a love potion. 

Only one person could have supplied such a thing: a local 

witch who goes by the name of Pandora, whose trade in 

herbal beauty products is hiding something far more 

sinister. 

 

The supposedly sweet air of the Quirinal is masking the 

stench of loose morality, casual betrayal and even 

gangland conflict and, when a friend of her own is 

murdered, Albia determines to expose as much of this 

local sickness as she can - beginning with the truth about 

Clodia's death. 

 

The Lindsey Davis Website: 

http://www.lindseydavis.co.uk/ 
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