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In the Woods  

[2007] 
 

When he was twelve years old, 

Adam Ryan went playing in the 

woods one sunny day with his two 

best friends. He never saw them 

again. Their bodies were never 

found, and Adam himself was 

discovered with his back pressed against an oak tree and 

his shoes filled with blood. He had no memory of what 

had happened. Twenty years later Adam -- now using his 

middle name of Rob -- is a detective with the Dublin 

police force. His colleagues don't know about his past. He 

works as a team with Cassie Maddox, a smart, tough 

cookie; they are best friends as well as partners. When 

the body of a young girl is found at the site of an 

archaeological dig, Rob and Cassie get the case. And when 

they reach the crime scene, Rob realizes it is the exact site 

of his childhood trauma. They also find a hairclip that he 

recognizes as having belonged to his friend. Could there 

be a connection between that old, unsolved crime and 

this? Knowing that he would be thrown off the case if his 

past were revealed, Rob takes a fateful decision to keep 

quiet. Rob and Cassie are investigating the murder of Katy 

Devlin, but they both hope that they might also solve the 

twenty-year-old mystery of the woods. 

 

Winner of the following awards: 

Anthony Award, Barry Award, Edgar Award, Macavity 

Award 

 

The Likeness  [2008] 
 

Six months after the events of In the 

Woods, Detective Cassie Maddox is 

still trying to recover. She's 

transferred out of the murder squad 

and started a relationship with 

Detective Sam O'Neill, but she's too 

badly shaken to make a 

commitment to him or to her career. Then Sam calls her 

to the scene of his new case: a young woman found 

stabbed to death in a small town outside Dublin. The dead 

girl's ID says her name is Lexie Madison - the identity 

Cassie used years ago as an undercover detective - and 

she looks exactly like Cassie. 

 

With no leads, no suspects, and no clue to Lexie's real 

identity, Cassie's old undercover boss, Frank Mackey, 

spots the opportunity of a lifetime. They can say that the 

stab wound wasn't fatal and send Cassie undercover in 

her place to find out information that the police never 

would and to tempt the killer out of hiding. At first Cassie 

thinks the idea is crazy, but she is seduced by the prospect 

of working on a murder investigation again and by the 

idea of assuming the victim's identity as a graduate 

student with a cozy group of friends. 

 

As she is drawn into Lexie's world, Cassie realizes that the 

girl's secrets run deeper than anyone imagined. Her 

friends are becoming suspicious, Sam has discovered a 

generations-old feud involving the old house the students 

live in, and Frank is starting to suspect that Cassie's 

growing emotional involvement could put the whole 

investigation at risk. Another gripping psychological 

thriller featuring the headstrong protagonist we've come 

to love, from an author who has proven that she can 

deliver. 

 



Faithful Place  [2010] 
 

The course of Frank Mackey's life was 

set by one defining moment when he 

was nineteen. The moment his 

girlfriend, Rosie Daly, failed to turn up 

for their rendezvous in Faithful Place, 

failed to run away with him to London 

as they had planned. Frank never heard from her again. 

Twenty years on, Frank is still in Dublin, working as an 

undercover cop. He's cut all ties with his dysfunctional 

family. Until his sister calls to say that Rosie's suitcase has 

been found. Frank embarks on a journey into his past that 

demands he reevaluate everything he believes to be true. 

 

Nominated for the Anthony Award 

 

Broken Harbour  

[2012] 
 

In Broken Harbour, a ghost estate 

outside Dublin - half-built, half-

inhabited, half-abandoned - two 

children and their father are dead. 

The mother is on her way to 

intensive care. Scorcher Kennedy is 

given the case because he is the Murder squad's star 

detective. At first he and his rookie partner, Richie, think 

this is a simple one: Pat Spain was a casualty of the 

recession, so he killed his children, tried to kill his wife 

Jenny, and finished off with himself. But there are too 

many inexplicable details and the evidence is pointing in 

two directions at once. Scorcher's personal life is tugging 

for his attention. Seeing the case on the news has sent his 

sister Dina off the rails again, and she's resurrecting 

something that Scorcher thought he had tightly under 

control: what happened to their family, one summer at 

Broken Harbour, back when they were children. The neat 

compartments of his life are breaking down, and the 

sudden tangle of work and family is putting both at risk...  
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