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Night Passage [1997] 
 
In Night Passage, Parker sets the bar even higher, with the introduction of Jesse Stone, a hero cut from 
different cloth. After a busted marriage kicks his drinking problem into overdrive and the LAPD 
unceremoniously dumps him, the thirty-five-year-old Stone’s future looks bleak. So he’s shocked when a 
small Massachusetts town called Paradise recruits him as police chief. Jesse can’t help but wonder if this 
job is a genuine chance to start over, the kind of offer he can’t refuse. Once on board, Jesse doesn’t have 
to look for trouble in Paradise: it comes to him. For what is on the surface a quiet New England 
community quickly proves to be a crucible of political and moral corruption. Replete with triple homicide, 

tight Boston mob ties, flamboyantly errant spouses, maddened militiaman, even a psychopath-about-town who has fixed 
his violent sights on the new lawman. Against all this, Jesse stands utterly alone with no one to trust; even he and the 
woman he’s seeing are like ships that pass in the night. He finds he must test his mettle and powers of command to 
emerge a local hero…or the deadest of dupes. Fresh and wry, meditative and action-packed, Night Passage is first-rate 
Parker. As the flagship volume in a new series featuring a complex and engaging sleuth, it is doubly cause for celebration. 

 
Trouble in Paradise [1998] 
 
Stiles Island is a wealthy and exclusive enclave separated by a bridge from the Massachusetts coast 
town of Paradise. James Macklin sees Stiles Island as the ultimate investment opportunity: all he needs 
to do is invade the island, blow up the bridge, and loot the island. To realize his investment, Macklin, 
along with his devoted girlfriend, Faye, assembles a crew of fellow ex-cons -- all experts in their fields --
including Wilson Cromartie, a fearsome Apache. James Macklin is a bad man -- a very bad man. And 
Wilson Cromartie, known as Crow, is even worse. As Macklin plans his crime, Paradise Police Chief 
Jesse Stone has his hands full. He faces romantic entanglements in triplicate: his ex-wife, Jenn, is in the 

Paradise jail for assault; he's begun a new relationship with a Stiles Island realtor named Marcy Campbell; and he's still 
sorting out his feelings for attorney Abby Taylor. When Macklin's attack on Stiles Island is set in motion, both Marcy and 
Abby are put in jeopardy. As the casualties mount, it's up to Jesse to keep both women from harm. 
 

Death in Paradise [2001] 
 
The Paradise Men's Softball League has wrapped up another game, and Jesse Stone is lingering in the 
parking lot with his teammates, drinking beer, swapping stories of double plays and beautiful women in 
the late-summer twilight. But then a frightened voice calls out to him from the edge of a nearby lake. 
There, two men squat at the water's edge. In front of them, facedown, was something that used to be a 
girl. 
 
The local cops haven't seen anything like this, but Jesse's L.A. past has made him all too familiar with 

floaters. This girl hadn't committed suicide; she hadn't been drowned: she'd been shot and dumped, discarded like trash. 
Before long it becomes clear that she had a taste for the wild life; and her own parents can't be bothered to report her 
missing, or even admit that she once was a child of theirs. All Jesse has to go on is a young man's school ring on a gold 
chain, and a hunch or two. 
 

Stone Cold [2003] 
 
Stone has a problem no officer of the law likes to face: Dead bodies keep appearing, but clues do not. A 
man takes his dog out for a run on the beach, only to be discovered hours later - with two holes in his 
chest. A woman drives her Volvo to the store to do some grocery shopping, and is then found dead, her 
body crumpled behind her loaded shopping cart. A commuter takes a shortcut home from the train, and 
never makes it back to his house. Hunting down a serial killer is difficult and dangerous in any town, but 
in a town like Paradise, where the selectmen and the media add untold pressures, Jesse feels 
considerable heat. Already walking an emotional tightrope, he stumbles; he's spending too much time 

with the bottle, and with his ex-wife - neither of which helps him, or the case. And the harder these outside forces push 
against him, the more Jesse retreats into himself, convinced - despite all the odds - that it's up to him alone to stop the 
killing. 
 



 
Sea Change [2005] 
 
When a woman's partially decomposed body washes ashore in Paradise, police chief Jesse Stone is 
forced into a case far more difficult than it initially appears. Identifying the woman is just the first step in 
what proves to be a treacherous and emotionally charged investigation. Florence Horvath was an 
attractive, recently divorced heiress from Florida; she also had a penchant for steamy sex and was an 
enthusiastic participant in a video depicting the same. Somehow, the combination of her past and her 
present got her killed, but no one is talking - not the crew of the Lady Jane, the Fort Lauderdale yacht 
moored in Paradise Harbor; not Florence's very blond, very tan twin sisters, Corliss and Claudia; and not 

her curiously affectless parents, living out a sterile retirement in a Miami high rise. But someone - Jesse - has to speak for 
the dead, even if it puts him in harm's way. 
 

High Profile [2007] 
 
When the body of controversial talk-show host Walton Weeks is discovered hanging from a tree on the 
outskirts of Paradise, police chief Jesse Stone finds himself at the center of a highly public case, forcing 
him to deal with small-minded local officials and national media scrutiny. When another dead body - that 
of a young woman - is discovered just a few days later, the pressure to solve the crimes becomes almost 
unbearable. Two victims in less than a week should provide a host of clues, but all Jesse runs into are 
dead ends. Yet what may be the most disturbing aspect of these murders is the fact that no one seems 
to care - not a single one of Weeks' ex-wives, not the family of the girl. And when the medical examiner 

reveals a heartbreaking link between the two departed souls, the mystery only deepens. Despite Weeks' reputation and 
the girl's tender age, Jesse is hard-pressed to find legitimate suspects. Though the crimes are perhaps the most 
gruesome he has ever witnessed, it is the malevolence behind them that makes them all the more frightening. Forced to 
delve into a world of stormy relationships, Jesse soon comes to realize that knowing whom to trust is indeed a matter of 
life and death. 

 
Stranger in Paradise [2008] 
 
The last time Jesse Stone, police chief of Paradise, Massachusetts, saw Wilson "Crow" Cromartie, the 
Apache hit man was racing away in a speedboat after executing one of the most lucrative and deadly 
heists in the town's history. Crow was part of a team of ex-cons who plotted to capture Stiles Island, a 
wealthy enclave off the Paradise coast, by blowing up the connecting bridge. Residents were 
kidnapped, and some killed, and Crow managed to escape with a boatload of cash, never to be seen 
again. Until now. When Crow shows up in Jesse's office some ten years after the crime, it's not to turn 
himself in. Crow is on another job, and this time he's asking for Jesse's help - by telling him to stay out 

of his way. Crow's mission is simple; find young Amber Francisco and bring her back to her father, Louis, in Florida. It 
should be an easy payday for a pro like Crow, but there are complications. Amber, now living in squalor with her mother, 
Fiona, is mixed up with members of a Latino gang. And when Louis orders Crow to kill Fiona before heading back with 
Amber, he can't follow through. Crow may be a bad guy, but he doesn't kill women. It's up to Jesse to provide protection. 
Meanwhile, Jesse's on-again, off-again relationship with ex-wife Jenn picks up steam as she investigates the gang 
problem for her TV station. As she and Jesse dig deeper, the danger escalates. The life of a teenage girl hangs in the 
balance, and saving Amber could be the miracle Jesse and Jenn need for themselves, too. 
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