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Sworn to Silence  [2009] 

 

An exciting new thriller set against an 

English/Amish backdrop. Some secrets are too 

terrible to reveal... Some crimes are too 

unspeakable to solve... Painter's Creek, Ohio 

may be a sleepy, rural town with both Amish and 'English' 

residents, but it's also the place where a series of brutal 

murders shattered the lives of an entire community over a 

decade ago. When the killing stopped, it left in its aftermath a 

sense of fragility, and for the young Amish girl, Katie 

Burkholder, a realization that she didn't belong. Now, 15 years, 

two dead parents and a wealth of experience later, Katie has 

been asked to return as Chief of Police. Her Amish background, 

combined with her big-city law enforcement expertise, make 

her the perfect candidate. Katie is certain she has come to 

terms with the past. Until the first body of a slaughtered young 

woman is found in a pristine, snowy field... 

 

Pray for Silence  [2010] 

 

The sound of a scream in the early morning 

dawn leads to a case that will change Kate 

Burkholder's life irrevocably...When the police 

arrive at the Amish farmstead in Painters Mill 

they can't imagine the horror that awaits them. An entire family 

slaughtered: the men shot, the young women tortured and 

killed. The Amish are peace-loving, gentle folk and the town is 

shocked by what appears to be a particularly brutal and random 

killing. But is it random? Every family has its secrets. Kate knows 

that better than anyone. And as she and Agent John Tomasetti 

dig deeper into the victim's lives they discover a young woman 

who was living a lie. A girl who had to live in silence. With her 

own past resonating, Kate knows she has to maintain some 

distance. From the case, and from Tomasetti. She knows what 

could happen if she gets too close. But when she puts herself in 

the line of fire, she realizes that, this time, there may be no 

going back. 

 

Breaking Silence  [2011] 

 

When Chief of Police, Kate Burkholder, is called 

to a farm in the Amish community of Painter's 

Creek, nothing could prepare her for the horror 

and tragedy she encounters. Solly and Rachel 

Slabaugh, and his brother Abel, have drowned in the hog pit 

leaving the four children as orphans. As the investigation 

progresses, it seems that the Slabaugh deaths were not an 

accident, and the case suddenly becomes a murder enquiry. 

Agent John Tomasetti and Kate have worked together before, 

and now he is called back to Painter's Creek to help seek out 

the perpetrators of what appear to be serious hate crimes 

against the Amish. Whether these crimes and the Slabaugh 

murders are linked is hard to establish because the Amish are 

very proud and private people who do not enjoy involvement 

from outside. As the case deepens, Kate develops a bond with 

the children, particularly the 15-year-old daughter, Solome. 

Maybe she is reminded of herself at that age, and maybe 

there's something about this case which stirs up memories for 

her. The events surrounding the deaths puzzle her - something 

doesn't feel right. As more information comes to light, a tragic 

incident turns into something much more shocking. 

 

Gone Missing  [2012] 

 

Rumspringa is the time when Amish teens are 

allowed to experience life without rules, but 

everything changes when a child goes missing 

 

In the newest chilling thriller from New York Times bestselling 

author Linda Castillo, Chief of police Kate Burkholder is called 

upon to assist when an Amish teenager disappears without a 

trace. 

 

A missing child is a nightmare to all parents, and never more so 

than in the Amish community, where family ties are strong. So 

when a body turns up and another young girl goes missing, fear 

spreads through the community like a contagion. Kate and state 

agent, John Tomasetti, delve into the lives of the missing teens 

and discover links to cold cases that may go back years. But will 

Kate piece together all the parts of this sinister puzzle before 



it's too late? Or will she find herself locked in a fight to the 

death with a merciless killer. 

 

Long Lost  [2013] [an eBook novella] 

 

It's autumn in Painters Mill, and Chief of Police 

Kate Burkholder and John Tomasetti are taking 

a much-needed vacation at a small bed and 

breakfast an hour outside of town. After closing a difficult case, 

they're looking forward to some down time, but their relaxation 

is cut short by rumors that the old house where they're staying 

is haunted by a girl who disappeared twenty years earlier, 

leaving nothing behind but some bloody clothes by the river 

and rumors of a volatile relationship. Swept up in the girl's 

story, and a need for justice, Kate and John begin looking into 

the mysterious disappearance of Angela Blaine. They discover 

long-buried secrets - and unravel a mystery with an unexpected 

outcome 

 

Her Last Breath  [2013] 

 

An extraordinarily beautiful Amish woman, a 

dangerous femme fatale, is the central figure in 

a story that reveals a dark side of Painters Mill 

and its seemingly perfect Amish world 

 

A rainy night, an Amish father returning home with his three 

children, a speeding car hurtling toward them out of nowhere. 

 

What at first seems like a tragic, but routine car accident 

suddenly takes on a more sinister cast as evidence emerges that 

nothing about the crash is accidental.  But who would want to 

kill an Amish deacon and two of his children? He leaves behind 

a grieving widow and a young boy who clings to life in the 

intensive care wing of a hospital, unable to communicate.  He 

may be the only one who knows what happened that night.  

Desperate to find out who killed her best friend's husband and 

why, Kate begins to suspect she is not looking for a reckless 

drunk, but instead is on the trail of a cold blooded killer in amid 

the residents of Painter's Mill.  It is a search that takes her on a 

chilling journey into the darkest reaches of the human heart 

and makes her question everything she has ever believed about 

the Amish culture into which she was born. 

 

The Dead Will Tell  [2014] 

 

Everyone in Painters Mill knows the abandoned 

Hochstetler farm is haunted. But only a handful 

of the residents remember the terrible secrets 

lost in the muted/hushed whispers of time - 

and now death is stalking them, seemingly from the grave. 

 

On a late-night shift, Chief of Police Kate Burkholder is called to 

the scene of an apparent suicide - an old man found hanging 

from the rafters in his dilapidated barn. But evidence quickly 

points to murder and Kate finds herself chasing a singularly 

difficult and elusive trail of evidence that somehow points back 

to the tragedy of that long ago incident. Meanwhile, Kate has 

moved in with state agent John Tomasetti and for the first time 

in so long, they're both happy; a bliss quickly shattered when 

one of the men responsible for the murders of Tomasetti's 

family four years ago is found not guilty, and walks away a free 

man. Will Tomasetti be pulled back to his own haunted past? 

 

When a second man is found dead - also seemingly by his own 

hand - Kate discovers a link in the case that sends the 

investigation in a direction no one could imagine and revealing 

the horrifying truth of what really happened that terrible night 

thirty-five years ago, when an Amish father and his four 

children perished - and his young wife disappeared without a 

trace.  

 

And, as Kate knows - the past never truly dies… 

 

A Hidden Secret  [2015] [an eBook 

novella] 

 

When a baby - only hours old - is discovered on 

the Amish bishop's front porch in Painter's Mill, 

Ohio, Chief of Police Kate Burkholder is called in 

to investigate. The newborn is swaddled in an Amish crib quilt, 

and the only other item found with the child is a hand-carved 

wood rattle, which Kate also recognizes as Amish.  

 

The little girl seems healthy and whole, but who would abandon 

her and why? Though the quilt and rattle could have been 

purchased, Kate suspects the mother is Amish, possibly young 

and unmarried, both of which would be powerful motives for 

such a desperate act.  

 

With the rattle and the baby quilt as the only clues, Kate must 

call upon her own Amish roots and, with the help of state agent 

John Tomasetti, search the Amish and "English" communities of 

Painters Mill for clues to unravel the poignant, puzzling 

mystery. 

 



After the Storm  [2015] 

 

When a tornado tears through Painters Mill and 

unearths human remains, Chief of Police Kate 

Burkholder finds herself tasked with the 

responsibility of identifying the bones - and 

notifying the family. Evidence quickly emerges that the death 

was no accident and Kate finds herself plunged into a thirty year 

old case that takes her deep into the Amish community to 

which she once belonged.  

 

Meanwhile, turmoil of an emotional and personal nature strikes 

at the very heart of Kate's budding relationship with state agent 

John Tomasetti. A reality that strains their fragile new love to 

the breaking point and threatens the refuge they've built for 

themselves - and their future.  

 

Under siege from an unknown assailant - and her own personal 

demons - Kate digs deep into the case only to discover proof of 

an unimaginable atrocity, a plethora of family secrets and the 

lengths to which people will go to protect their own. 

 

Among  the Wicked  [2016] 

 

Chief of Police Kate Burkholder is called upon 

by the sheriff's department in rural, upstate 

New York to assist on a developing situation 

that involves a reclusive Amish settlement and 

the death of a young girl. Unable to penetrate the wall of 

silence between the Amish and "English" communities, the 

sheriff asks Kate to travel to New York, pose as an Amish 

woman, and infiltrate the community.  

 

Kate's long time love interest, State Agent John Tomasetti, is 

dead set against her taking on such an unorthodox assignment, 

knowing she'll have limited communication - and even less in 

the way of backup. But Kate can't turn her back, especially 

when the rumor mill boils with disturbing accounts of children 

in danger. She travels to New York where she's briefed and 

assumes her new identity as a lone widow seeking a new life.  

 

Kate infiltrates the community and goes deep under cover. In 

the coming days, she unearths a world built on secrets, a series 

of shocking crimes, and herself, alone... trapped in a fight for 

her life. 
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