
The Myron Bolitar series 
by Harlan Coben 

	  
Deal	  Breaker	  	  [1995]	  
	  
Sports	  agent	  and	  sometime	  
investigator	  Myron	  Bolitar	  is	  
poised	  on	  the	  edge	  of	  the	  big	  
time.	  So	  is	  Christian	  Steele,	  a	  
rookie	  quarterback	  and	  Myron's	  
prized	  client.	  But	  when	  Christian	  
gets	  a	  phone	  call	  from	  a	  former	  

girlfriend,	  a	  woman	  who	  everyone,	  including	  the	  
police,	  believes	  is	  dead,	  the	  deal	  starts	  to	  go	  sour.	  
Suddenly	  Myron	  is	  plunged	  into	  a	  baffling	  mystery	  
of	  sex	  and	  blackmail.	  Trying	  to	  unravel	  the	  truth	  
about	  a	  family's	  tragedy,	  a	  woman's	  secret	  and	  a	  
man's	  lies,	  Myron	  is	  up	  against	  the	  dark	  side	  of	  his	  
business	  -‐	  where	  image	  and	  talent	  make	  you	  rich,	  
but	  the	  truth	  can	  get	  you	  killed.	  

	  
Drop	  Shot	  	  [1996]	  
	  
The	  young	  woman	  was	  shot	  dead	  
in	  cold	  blood,	  dropped	  outside	  the	  
stadium,	  in	  front	  of	  a	  stand	  selling	  
Moet	  for	  USD	  7.50	  a	  glass.	  Once	  
her	  tennis	  career	  had	  skyrocketed.	  
Now,	  at	  the	  height	  of	  the	  US	  

Open,	  the	  headlines	  were	  being	  made	  by	  another	  
young	  player	  from	  the	  wrong	  side	  of	  the	  tracks.	  
When	  Myron	  Bolitar	  investigates	  the	  killing	  he	  
uncovers	  a	  connection	  between	  the	  two	  players	  
and	  a	  six-‐year-‐old	  murder	  at	  an	  exclusive	  club.	  
Suddenly	  Myron	  is	  in	  over	  his	  head.	  And	  with	  a	  dirty	  
US	  senator,	  a	  jealous	  mother	  and	  the	  mob	  all	  
drawn	  into	  the	  case,	  he	  finds	  himself	  playing	  the	  
most	  dangerous	  game	  of	  all...	  
	  

Fade	  Away	  	  [1996]	  
	  
Myron	  Bolitar	  once	  had	  a	  
promising	  career	  as	  a	  sportsman,	  
until	  an	  accident	  forced	  him	  to	  
quit.	  After	  a	  spell	  in	  the	  FBI	  he	  
now	  runs	  his	  own	  business.	  Then	  
Myron	  is	  approached	  to	  find	  Greg	  
Downing.	  He	  knows	  Greg	  from	  

old	  -‐	  they	  were	  once	  rivals,	  not	  just	  in	  sport,	  but	  for	  
a	  woman	  they	  both	  loved.	  Now	  Greg	  has	  vanished,	  
and	  the	  team	  boss	  wants	  Myron	  to	  find	  him,	  before	  
news	  of	  his	  disappearance	  is	  leaked	  to	  the	  press.	  In	  
Greg's	  house	  Myron	  finds	  blood	  in	  the	  basement	  -‐	  
lots	  of	  it.	  And	  when	  he	  discovers	  the	  body	  of	  a	  
woman,	  he	  begins	  to	  unravel	  the	  strange,	  violent	  
world	  of	  a	  national	  hero	  gone	  wrong,	  as	  he	  comes	  
face	  to	  face	  with	  a	  past	  he	  can't	  re	  live,	  and	  a	  
present	  he	  may	  not	  survive.	  

	  
Back	  Spin	  	  [1997]	  
	  
The	  boy	  was	  born	  and	  raised	  on	  
the	  Main	  Line.	  But	  he	  vanished	  on	  
Philadelphia's	  mean	  streets	  -‐	  last	  
seen	  in	  a	  down	  town	  cheater's	  
hotel.	  For	  sports	  agent	  Myron	  
Bolitar,	  his	  client,	  superstar	  Linda	  

Coldren,	  comes	  first,	  and	  that	  means	  unraveling	  the	  
mystery	  of	  her	  son's	  kidnapping.	  But	  when	  Myron	  
goes	  after	  the	  missing	  boy,	  he	  crashes	  through	  a	  
crowd	  of	  low	  lifes,	  blue	  bloods	  and	  liars	  on	  both	  
sides	  of	  the	  social	  divide.	  And	  when	  family	  
skeletons	  start	  coming	  out	  of	  the	  closet,	  Myron	  is	  
about	  to	  find	  out	  how	  deadly	  life	  can	  get...	  
	  



One	  False	  Move	  	  [1998]	  
	  
Myron	  Bolitar	  might	  have	  a	  slightly	  
dubious	  past,	  but	  he	  knows	  how	  to	  
handle	  himself	  and	  is	  doing	  just	  fine	  
as	  a	  sports	  agent.	  That	  is,	  until	  he	  
meets	  Brenda	  Slaughter,	  one	  of	  the	  
hottest	  female	  sports	  stars	  around.	  

She's	  gorgeous,	  funny	  and	  single,	  and	  also	  seems	  
to	  have	  mislaid	  her	  agent.	  But	  when	  her	  father	  
disappears,	  and	  the	  Mob	  starts	  leaning	  on	  her,	  it	  
soon	  becomes	  apparent	  that	  potent	  forces	  are	  at	  
work	  and	  Myron	  is	  quickly	  plunged	  into	  a	  whirlpool	  
of	  deceit	  and	  death.	  
	  

The	  Final	  Detail	  	  [1999]	  
	  
Myron	  Bolitar’s	  colleague	  at	  MB	  
SportsReps,	  Esperanza,	  has	  been	  
arrested	  for	  the	  murder	  of	  a	  client,	  a	  
fallen	  baseball	  star	  attempting	  a	  
comeback.	  Myron	  is	  determined	  to	  
prove	  Esperanza’s	  innocence—even	  
if	  she	  won’t	  speak	  to	  him	  on	  the	  

advice	  of	  her	  lawyer,	  who	  warns	  Myron	  to	  keep	  
away	  from	  both	  the	  case	  and	  his	  client.	  But	  Myron	  
is	  already	  too	  close,	  too	  involved,	  and	  has	  too	  much	  
at	  stake.	  And	  the	  closer	  Myron	  gets	  to	  the	  truth,	  
the	  more	  the	  evidence	  points	  to	  the	  only	  viable	  
suspect	  besides	  Esperanza:	  Myron	  himself.	  
	  

Darkest	  Fear	  	  [2000]	  
	  
Myron	  never	  saw	  it	  coming.	  A	  
surprise	  visit	  from	  an	  ex-‐girlfriend	  
is	  unsettling	  enough.	  But	  Emily	  
Downing's	  news	  brings	  him	  to	  his	  
knees.	  Her	  son	  Jeremy	  is	  dying	  and	  
needs	  a	  bone	  marrow	  transplant	  -‐	  

from	  a	  donor	  who	  vanished	  without	  a	  trace.	  Then	  
comes	  the	  real	  shock:	  the	  boy	  is	  Myron's	  son,	  
conceived	  the	  night	  before	  her	  wedding	  to	  another	  
man.	  Stunned	  by	  the	  news,	  Myron	  plunges	  into	  a	  
desperate	  search	  for	  the	  missing	  donor.	  But	  finding	  
him	  means	  unraveling	  a	  dark	  mystery	  that	  involves	  
a	  broken	  family,	  a	  brutal	  kidnapping	  spree,	  and	  the	  
FBI.	  Somewhere	  in	  the	  sordid	  mess	  is	  the	  donor	  
who	  disappeared.	  And	  as	  doubts	  emerge	  about	  

Jeremy's	  true	  paternity,	  a	  child	  vanishes,	  igniting	  a	  
chain	  reaction	  of	  heartbreaking	  truth	  and	  chilling	  
revelation.	  
	  

Promise	  Me	  	  [2006]	  
	  
It	  has	  been	  six	  years	  since	  
entertainment	  agent	  Myron	  
Bolitar	  last	  played	  superhero.	  In	  
six	  years	  he	  hasn't	  thrown	  a	  
punch.	  He	  hasn't	  held,	  much	  less	  
fired,	  a	  gun.	  He	  hasn't	  threatened	  
or	  been	  threatened.	  He	  hasn't	  

called	  his	  friend	  Win,	  still	  the	  scariest	  man	  he	  
knows,	  to	  back	  him	  up	  or	  get	  him	  out	  of	  trouble.	  In	  
the	  past	  six	  years,	  none	  of	  his	  clients	  have	  been	  
murdered-‐-‐a	  real	  positive	  for	  his	  business.	   
 
But	  all	  that	  is	  about	  to	  change.	  Because	  of	  the	  
simple	  urge	  to	  protect	  two	  neighborhood	  high-‐
school	  girls	  from	  the	  all-‐too-‐dangerous	  and	  all-‐too-‐
common	  mistake	  of	  getting	  in	  a	  car	  with	  a	  drunk	  
driver,	  Myron	  has	  them	  make	  him	  a	  promise:	  If	  they	  
are	  ever	  in	  a	  bind	  but	  are	  afraid	  to	  call	  their	  
parents,	  they	  should	  call	  him	  rather	  than	  get	  in	  a	  
car	  with	  someone	  who's	  been	  drinking.	  Several	  
nights	  later,	  the	  call	  comes	  at	  2:00	  am,	  and	  true	  to	  
his	  word,	  Myron	  picks	  up	  one	  of	  the	  girls	  in	  
midtown	  Manhattan	  and	  drives	  her	  to	  a	  quiet	  cul-‐
de-‐sac	  in	  New	  Jersey	  where	  she	  says	  her	  friend	  
lives.	   
 
The	  next	  day,	  the	  girl's	  parents	  discover	  that	  their	  
daughter	  is	  missing.	  And	  that	  Myron	  was	  the	  last	  
person	  to	  see	  her.	  Now,	  in	  a	  desperate	  attempt	  to	  
fulfill	  a	  well-‐intentioned	  promise	  gone	  
nightmarishly	  wrong,	  Myron	  must	  become	  a	  hero	  
again	  to	  save	  a	  young	  girl's	  life.	  
	  

Long	  Lost	  	  [2009]	  
	  
Myron	  is	  summoned	  to	  Paris	  at	  
the	  behest	  of	  an	  old	  lover,	  
Therese.	  She	  is	  in	  unspecified	  
trouble	  and	  needs	  his	  help.	  When	  
he	  gets	  there,	  he	  discovers	  that	  
her	  ex-‐husband	  has	  been	  

murdered	  and	  she	  is	  the	  main	  suspect.	  The	  



interesting	  thing	  is	  that	  more	  than	  one	  blood	  type	  
has	  been	  discovered	  at	  the	  scene	  -‐	  and	  the	  other	  
blood	  can	  only	  be	  attributed	  to	  the	  dead	  man's	  
daughter.	  But	  she	  died	  10	  years	  before.	  So	  far,	  so	  
Harlan.	  But	  there	  is	  a	  twist	  on	  his	  usual	  twists!	  Did	  
the	  daughter	  really	  die?	  Did	  Therese's	  husband	  
have	  a	  further	  child	  with	  someone	  else?	  All	  those	  
are	  covered,	  but	  when	  the	  truth	  is	  actually	  revealed	  
we	  suddenly	  reach	  a	  stunning	  new	  level,	  on	  par	  
with	  Robert	  Ludlum.	  
	  

Live	  Wire	  	  [2011]	  
	  
Harlan	  Coben	  published	  his	  first	  
Myron	  Bolitar	  thriller,	  Deal	  
Breaker,	  in	  1995,	  introducing	  a	  
hero	  that	  would	  captivate	  
millions.	  Over	  the	  years	  we	  have	  
watched	  Myron	  walk	  a	  tight	  rope	  
between	  sports	  agent,	  friend,	  
problem	  solver	  and	  private	  eye,	  

his	  big	  heart	  quick	  to	  defend	  his	  client's	  interests	  so	  
fiercely	  that	  he	  can't	  help	  but	  jump	  in	  to	  save	  them,	  
no	  matter	  the	  cost.	   
 
When	  former	  tennis	  star	  Suzze	  T	  and	  her	  rock	  star	  
husband,	  Lex,	  encounter	  an	  anonymous	  Facebook	  
post	  questioning	  the	  paternity	  of	  their	  unborn	  
child,	  Lex	  runs	  off,	  and	  Suzze	  -‐	  at	  eight	  months	  
pregnant	  -‐	  asks	  Myron	  to	  save	  her	  marriage,	  and	  
perhaps	  her	  husband's	  life.	  But	  when	  he	  finds	  Lex,	  
he	  also	  finds	  someone	  he	  wasn't	  looking	  for:	  his	  
sister-‐in-‐law,	  Kitty,	  who	  along	  with	  Myron's	  brother	  
abandoned	  the	  Bolitar	  family	  long	  ago.	   
 
As	  Myron	  races	  to	  locate	  his	  missing	  brother	  while	  
their	  father	  clings	  to	  life,	  he	  must	  face	  the	  lies	  that	  
led	  to	  the	  estrangement	  -‐	  including	  the	  ones	  told	  
by	  Myron	  himself.	  If	  we	  thought	  we	  knew	  Myron	  
Bolitar,	  Coben	  now	  proves	  we	  didn't.	  An	  electric,	  
stay-‐up-‐all	  night	  thriller	  that	  unfolds	  at	  a	  breakneck	  

pace,	  Live	  Wire	  proves	  that	  Harlan	  
Coben	  still	  has	  the	  ability	  to	  shock	  
us	  anew.	  
	  
The	  Mickey	  Bolitar	  spin-‐off	  
series	  –	  for	  Young	  Adults	  
	  

Shelter	  	  [2011]	  
	  
Mickey	  Bolitar's	  year	  can't	  get	  much	  worse.	  After	  
witnessing	  his	  father's	  death	  and	  sending	  his	  mom	  
to	  rehab,	  he's	  forced	  to	  live	  with	  his	  estranged	  
Uncle	  Myron	  and	  switch	  high	  schools.	  A	  new	  school	  
comes	  with	  new	  friends	  and	  new	  enemies,	  and	  
lucky	  for	  Mickey,	  it	  also	  comes	  with	  a	  great	  new	  
girlfriend,	  Ashley.	  For	  a	  while,	  it	  seems	  like	  Mickey's	  
train-‐wreck	  of	  a	  life	  is	  finally	  improving	  -‐	  until	  
Ashley	  vanishes	  without	  a	  trace.	  Unwilling	  to	  let	  
another	  person	  walk	  out	  of	  his	  life,	  Mickey	  follows	  
Ashley's	  trail	  into	  a	  seedy	  underworld	  that	  reveals	  
that	  this	  seemingly	  sweet,	  shy	  girl	  isn't	  who	  she	  
claimed	  to	  be.	  And	  neither	  was	  Mickey's	  father.	  
Soon,	  Mickey	  learns	  about	  a	  conspiracy	  so	  shocking	  
that	  it	  makes	  high	  school	  drama	  seem	  like	  a	  luxury	  -‐	  
and	  leaves	  him	  questioning	  everything	  about	  the	  
life	  he	  thought	  he	  knew.	  First	  introduced	  to	  
listeners	  in	  Harlan	  Coben's	  latest	  adult	  novel,	  Live	  
Wire,	  Mickey	  Bolitar	  is	  as	  quick-‐witted	  and	  clever	  as	  
his	  Uncle	  Myron,	  and	  eager	  to	  go	  to	  any	  length	  to	  
save	  the	  people	  he	  cares	  about.	  With	  this	  new	  
series,	  Coben	  introduces	  an	  entirely	  new	  
generation	  of	  fans	  to	  the	  masterful	  plotting	  and	  
wry	  humor	  that	  have	  made	  him	  an	  award-‐winning,	  
internationally	  bestselling,	  and	  beloved	  author.	  
	  

Seconds	  Away	  	  [2012]	  
	  
Having	  ended	  the	  Edgar-‐Award-‐
nominated	  Shelter	  with	  a	  jaw-‐
dropping	  cliffhanger,	  Coben	  picks	  
up	  Mickey's	  story	  right	  where	  it	  
left	  off	  in	  this	  suspenseful	  new	  
adventure.	  Mickey	  and	  his	  loyal	  

new	  friends,	  sharp-‐witted	  Ema	  and	  adorkably	  
charming	  Spoon,	  once	  again	  find	  themselves	  in	  
over	  their	  heads	  on	  the	  hunt	  for	  missing	  pieces	  to	  a	  
puzzle	  they	  have	  yet	  to	  understand.	  As	  the	  mystery	  
surrounding	  Mickey's	  dad's	  death	  unfolds,	  he	  soon	  
learns	  that	  they	  may	  be	  in	  more	  danger	  than	  they	  
could	  have	  ever	  imagined.	  
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