" CLENCHED FIST

THE MAGAZINE OF CLEAN WHOLESCOME
UNITED FRONT MARXIST-LENINIST PROLETARIAN
FICTION

4 January 1938
Dear Comrade Smith,

Proletarian geetings for the
New Year!

We were very glad that you sent to us the manu-
script of "How I Learned What They Mean By a
Simple Worker." We wish to apologize for hold-
ing the story so long, but we have been consider-
ing it carefully.

It seems to us, however, Comrade Smith, that
there are overtones of social fascism in this,
your second story that we have read. But with
a bit of editing, we feel that it can be woven
into an excellent piece of wholesome Marxist-
Leninist creative work. 2

) The unflattering rdferences to the WPA Writers!'
Project will have to be omitted. Inasmuch as

the editors of CLENCHED FI8T have very well-
paying administrative positfons on that project --
and thesr salaries pay largely for the mimeograph-
ing of CLENCHED FIST, it seems to us to smack of
so¢ial faseism to refer unflatteringly to the
workers and accomplishments of the Federal Writers'!
Project.

Also, the ending of the story seems to smack of
boupgeois defeatism. In the ending, there 1is

none of that carefree working-class gilve and take

] that distinguishes the writgéngs of our contributors
1 from the decadent work of the Maesthetes". We

b do like, however, this passage: “Long live the

Rev! Long live the editors of CLENCHED FISTI"
However, fitting references to Dneiperstroi, the
Second Five Year Plaj, Harry Hopkins, the writings
of Michael Gold, the Young Communist League, Father
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