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Roger Le Welsch
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Bear Prof Welschs

1 was thinking about Ray Randall and the old WPA UWriters Froject the other
day when I received your letters I had just atiended Ray's fumeral hers in
Lincoln & few befores Ray was & project worker sboub 19371940 and died
in Omeha August Ly 1979. The number of remaining project workers is rapidly

: » Ithinkthmmaboutﬁwwﬁxofusleﬁabwetmgmmd
in Lincolns ' j ;

Harold Moes died in the early 1950ge--his body was found frozen under the snow
on an island in the Platte River near Ashland« He was one of the best story
gatherers we had on the project, Some people can recall better the things they
geey some the things they heare I remember how impressed I was by Harold Moss's
gbility to recall what he heards Shorthand or a recovder wasn't negessary in
his cases He could recall conversavions and talk verbatim for weekss

I can still see his thin face m-mwmm'mmmmmha first told me
ebout an old horse trader he had met, It must have been in late 1940 in the
basement of old University Halls I was hopeful he could gather enough material
for a pamphlet on the old horse traders we used to have in Nebraska.

I haven't seen any of the writers project material since I left the project at
the begimning of 1942, MHoss was a speedy writer. He wrote his stories on yel=
low legalegize pads in longhand during a talk session and then had a typist in
the office type a first draft. le made corrections on this as the typist made
- frequent errors trying to read his bandwriting. Then & second draft was typed

and I imagine it's this second draft that's in the files No further editing,
or polishing, or revisions on the horse trading stories weve done to my know-
ledges Are the Forms A and B stiﬁlattaclwdto%hammscrip\&a?

I bal:!.m Mogs was quite accurate in taking down the words of t&m person he
was interviewing. ¥You might compare his inberviews of horse traders with his
interviews of junk dealers and otherss I think you'll find individualistic
differences. I doubt that the stories reflect amything of Moss himselfs I
think the talk of people generally in the 1930s was more literary in style
than the telk of people today but I don't remember Moss's talk as being that
way especially. Mogs had good ears and was & good listeners



'Weaskadthawhmt.omammmasitaasgimmdthmmm g
did that to the best of his abilitys We had no "collector's manual® to follow

in those years. We didn't think of talk or folklore as being anything scien-

tifics I can't recall that any of the interview materisl, except what we uaedt'f- :

in the two or three pamphlets called "Pioneer life in Nebrasks" ever reached
an editing stages. If it hadmprobablywumm Limited our editing to
merely cutting out "repeats" or repetitions. As I say, I haven't seen eny of

- the wnpublished material since 19!;2- Do the coples iﬁ file ahaw an;y evidente

of editorial alteration?

Hm*&mmm oub. mmmmmwemwmmjmm»m
Ian usua.ﬂy availsblae Horninga are best. Hy talaphone mmbez- is hss«-haeo. _

Sincerely,
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