The Jack Swyteck series
by James Grippando
The Pardon [1994]
After getting a confessed killer off on a
technicality, brilliant young defense
attorney Jack Swyteck, estranged son of
Governor Harry Swyteck, a proponent of
the death penalty, finds himself framed
for murder.

Beyond Suspicion [2002]
After six exciting stand-alone thrillers in
seven years, bestselling author James
Grippando is at last bringing back the
main character from his blockbuster
debut novel, The Pardon.
Miami lawyer Jack Swyteck is in trouble. With more than a
decade of experience in the criminal courts, Jack doesn't
handle many civil cases. But this one is different. His exgirlfriend is being sued because she thought she was
going to die. When Jessie Merrill was diagnosed with a
deadly disease, she worked a deal with an insurance
company to get cash fast. In exchange, a group of wealthy
investors were supposed to collect on the policy at her
death. But Jessie was misdiagnosed, and the investors
want their money back. Now. At the trial, Jack pulls off a
brilliant victory and Jessie gets to keep the USD1.5 million
from the investors. Two days later, her body turns up in
Jack's bathtub. As the evidence mounts against him, Jack
finds himself on a collision course with dark secrets from
the past and a possible killer who is beyond suspicion.

Last to Die [2003]
Tatum Knight is a former contract killer.
Ruthless. Conniving. And he's Jack's
newest client. Tatum is the older
brother of Jack's best friend, Theo. Theo
himself spent time on death row until
Jack found the evidence to prove him
innocent. Jack isn't so sure about Tatum.

A gorgeous young woman has been shot dead in her
Mercedes on a Miami street. Tatum denies that he had
anything to do with it, but he admits to Jack that he did
meet with her in Theo's bar, where she tried to hire him.
Sally Fenning was worth forty-eight million dollars when
she died. Money had never made her happy, so she left it
all to her enemies - left it for them to fight over, that is.
She named six heirs in her will, but there's a catch: No one
gets a penny until all but one of the heirs are dead. It's
survival of the greediest.
Quickly the lawyers gear up for a bitter legal battle, but
Jack braces himself for much worse. He alone knows that
heir number six - Tatum Knight - is a professional killer. As
the heirs begin to fall, Jack and his unforgettable sidekick,
Theo, are in a race against time to discover if Tatum is
behind all the killing. Or is someone even more
frightening, more dangerous, the odds-on favorite to be
the last to die?

Hear No Evil [2004]
Miami attorney Jack Swyteck is
involved in the most explosive
criminal trial of his career -- a case
that starts with a murder on a
military base and concludes with a
shocking surprise that will change
Jack's life forever.
A beautiful woman comes to see Jack and begs him
to represent her. She says she's about to be arrested
for the murder of her husband, an officer stationed
at Guantanamo Bay. Having no expertise in military
law and sensing that the woman isn't telling him the
entire truth, Jack turns her down. Then she drops a
bombshell: She claims she's the adoptive mother of
Jack's biological son -- a child he's never met. Either
Jack must represent her or he'll never see the boy.

So Jack agrees, but with great foreboding. He has an
unreliable client -- a blackmailer who just might be a
murderer -- and he has to travel to Gitmo and on to
Havana to tussle with people who clearly have a lot
to hide. This is a case with as many twists and turns
as it has unanswered questions, and the personal toll
on Jack won't end until he's forced to confront the
ultimate surprise witness in a trial that rocks the city
of Miami.
Got the Look [2006]
FBI agent Andie Henning is tracking a
ruthless kidnapper plaguing south
Florida, one who's out to prove that all
human life can be valued in dollars and
cents. But at every turn, he has slipped
through her net. This time he's taken
the wife of one of the state's richest horse breeders and is
asking a ransom of $1 million. The stakes go up when
Andie finds the woman -- dead.
Enter Jack Swyteck. He has a new girlfriend, Mia, and life
is good -- until she goes missing. Then Jack gets a one-two
punch: he discovers that his lover is married, and her rich
husband gets a ransom demand that pegs Mia as the
kidnapper's latest victim. Worst of all, her husband knows
all about her affair with Jack, and he decides to pay the
kidnapper exactly what his cheating wife is worth:
nothing. Feeling deceived, Jack at first resists getting
involved. But as secrets about Mia's strange marriage and
mysterious past unfold, Jack is in for a twisty ride that
may bring him face-to-face with a madman.

hours, earning Jack the enmity of the powerful and
vindictive mayor.
Then Falcon strikes again. Hours after his release, the
body of a brutally murdered woman is found in the trunk
of Falcon's car. Then Falcon crashes Jack's car into a motel
and takes hostage the woman inside, plus Theo, in the
process killing one policeman and injuring another. Now
Jack's in a pulse-pounding race to save Theo and the
woman...but what Jack doesn't know is that the deadly
scenario that's unfolding is much bigger than Falcon,
much bigger than he could possibly imagine.

Last Call [2007]
Many years ago, Jack Swyteck saved
Theo Knight's life.
Theo grew up on the streets of Miami's
roughest neighborhood and lost his
mother to a violent crime. Although his
uncle Cy tried his best to raise him right, by the time he
was a teenager, Theo was on death row for a murder he
didn't commit. Jack was the lawyer who proved him
innocent.
Now a successful bar owner, Theo has turned things
around. But he needs Jack's help again, this time more
than ever.
An escaped convict from the old neighborhood shows up
at Theo's back door, asking for help. In return, he'll finger
the man who murdered Theo's mother. But the answers
aren't so simple, and soon Theo's own life is in danger.

When Darkness Falls [2007]
Miami attorney Jack Swyteck is back in
the lightning-paced thriller When
Darkness Falls. This time Jack gets more
than he bargained for when he defends
a homeless man who calls himself
Falcon.

Jack and Theo must piece together a twenty-year-old
conspiracy of greed and corruption that leads to the very
top of Miami's elite, while revisiting a past that Theo has
tried hard to forget. But Theo also has the opportunity to
seek the revenge that has fueled him since the day he
found his mother dead in the street on a hot Miami night.

Born to Run [2008]
Falcon is full of contradictions. He lives in a car but he has
access to a lot of cash. And he has an obsession with the
Miami mayor's daughter. First, Falcon threatens to jump
from the top of the Bay of Biscayne bridge unless he can
talk to Alina Mendoza. He ends up in jail, but surprisingly
has the bail money and is on the street again in a few

Jack Swyteck gets caught in a dangerous
web of intrigue and murder at the top
levels of the United States government
in his most high-profile and disturbing
case yet.

Miami criminal defense lawyer Jack Swyteck guards his
own family secrets closely, after his father's two terms as
Florida's governor made some personal rifts public. Things
between the two men are finally better, and whenever
Harry Swyteck asks for Jack's help he gets it. Suddenly,
Harry needs it more than ever before.
When Harry's friend, the vice president of the United
States, goes hunting for alligators in the Everglades and
winds up dead, the president positions Harry to be his
new VP. Harry immediately asks Jack to be his lawyer. The
prestige that comes from the job turns lethal, however,
when Jack finds himself at the heart of a complicated
cover-up that spans nearly fifty years and the globe.
Before hostages can be released, an old secret must be
revealed, one that could threaten the life of the president
of the United States himself.

Afraid of the Dark [2011]
The New York Times bestselling author's
ever-popular hero, Jack Swyteck, is on
his most dangerous case yet, uncovering
a sinister underground world that has
him racing across the globe.
Then: Sergeant Vince Paulo held his best friend's
daughter, McKenna, bleeding in his arms as she uttered
the name of her murderer and ex-boyfriend, Jamal. That
was minutes before a blast made everything go black for
Vince - forever.
Now: Miami criminal defense lawyer Jack Swyteck has
been called in to save Jamal from the death penalty for
terrorist activity. Despite urgent warnings from his
fiancée, undercover FBI agent Andie Henning, to stay
away from the case, Jack finds himself inextricably drawn
to Jamal's past - even believing his alibi that he was
abducted and held in a black site in Prague at the time of
McKenna's death. But if Jamal is innocent, then the man
who murdered McKenna and took Vince's sight is still out
there . . . free.

to piece together the past that leads through the back
alleys of London, onto illegal Internet sites, and straight
into the mind of pure evil.

Blood Money [2013]
It is the most sensational murder trial
since O. J. Simpson's. The nation is
obsessed with Sydney Bennett, a sexy
nightclub waitress and good-time girl
accused of murdering her two-year-old
daughter for cramping her party life.
When he had agreed to defend Sydney, Jack Swyteck
knew he'd be taking on the toughest and most
controversial case of his career.
Millions of "TV jurors" have convicted Sydney in the court
of public opinion.
When the shocking verdict of not guilty is announced,
citizens across the country are outraged, and Jack is
bombarded by the fallout: angry, profanity-laced phone
calls and even outright threats. Media-fed rumors of
"blood money" - purported seven-figure book and movie
deals - ratchet up the hysteria, putting Jack's client and
everyone around her at risk.
On the night of Sydney's release, an angry mob outside
the jail has gathered to serve its own justice. In the frenzy,
an innocent young woman bearing a striking resemblance
to the reviled Sydney Bennett ends up in a coma. While
the media blame Jack and his defense team, the victim's
parents reach out to him, requesting his help. They don't
believe the attack was the tragic result of random mob
violence.
Searching for the truth about what happened that night,
Jack makes a frightening discovery. Larger and much more
powerful forces are working in the shadows, and what
happened outside the jail is a symptom of an evil that
infected the show-stopping trial and media-spun
phenomenon of Sydney Bennett.

Black Horizon [2014]
Soon bodies begin to pile up and ghosts from the past
reappear very much alive, confirmed by ominous threats
from a faceless man known only as "the Dark." Vince and
Jack must confront a mortal danger that goes beyond
McKenna's death, across international waters - a journey

Miami attorney Jack Swyteck finds
himself in the middle of an
international legal battle over a Cuban
oil spill that sets him on a deadly

mission.
Three summers after the Deepwater Horizon
environmental catastrophe, oil is spewing into the ocean
again, this time from a drilling explosion in Cuban waters
just 50 miles from the Florida Keys. The slick is headed
straight for the United States, but the Cubans refuse
American offers to assist with the cleanup, and threaten
to fire on "hostile" U.S. vessels entering their waters.
Backstopping the Cubans is the powerful consortium that
owned and operated the rig, and is tied to the Chinese,
Russian, and Venezuelan governments, who stonewall all
inquiries and relief efforts.
Jack and his new wife, Andie Henning, an undercover
agent for the FBI, are honeymooning in the Keys when
Andie is called away on an assignment shrouded in
secrecy. Jack, too, is soon back at work, representing an
American woman whose Cuban husband was killed in the
rig explosion. Though the spill occurred in foreign waters,
Jack draws on all his legal know-how to file a wrongful
death suit in a U.S. court and hopefully bring the young
widow a semblance of closure.
Jack's pursuit of the unimaginably complicated
international case plunges him into a dangerous world
filled with treacherous twists that lead him - and Andie to the same shocking realization...that the looming
environmental disaster may have been no "accident" at
all.

Gone Again [2016]
Sashi Burgette vanished three years ago
on her way to school. The night after
the teenager's disappearance, ex-con
Dylan Reeves was stopped for drunk
driving. An article of Sashi's clothing was
found in his truck, and a police
videotape of his drunken explanation under interrogation
sealed his fate at trial. Now, just days from Reeves's
execution, Sashi's mother visits Jack Swyteck, doing pro
bono work at the Freedom Institute, and delivers shocking
news: "Sashi called me."
The police dismiss the call as a cruel hoax. The State
Attorney refuses to consider the new evidence, insisting
the case is closed. An innocent man may be executed and
time is running out - unless his lawyers can locate Sashi.

A man of principle who believes in justice, Jack jumps into
the investigation. But nothing is what it appears to be.
Not the victim. Not her alleged killer. And definitely not
Sashi's parents. As their gut-wrenching and hopelessly
conflicting version of events unfolds in a Miami
courtroom, it becomes clear there is something even
more difficult to find than a long-missing girl . . .
The truth.

Most Dangerous Place [2017]
Defending a woman accused of
murdering the man who sexually
assaulted her, Miami lawyer Jack
Swyteck must uncover where the truth
lies between innocence, vengeance, and
justice in this spellbinding tale of
suspense - based on shocking true-life events - from the
New York Times best-selling author of Gone Again.
According to the FBI, the most dangerous place for a
woman between the ages of 20 and 30 is in a relationship
with a man. Those statistics become all too personal when
Jack Swyteck takes on a new client tied to his past.
It begins at the airport, where Jack is waiting to meet his
old high school buddy, Keith Ingraham, a high-powered
banker based in Hong Kong, coming to Miami for his
young daughter's surgery. But their long-awaited reunion
is abruptly derailed when the police arrest Keith's wife,
Isabelle, in the terminal, accusing her of conspiring to kill
the man who raped her in college. Jack quickly agrees to
represent Isa but soon discovers that to see justice done,
he must separate truth from lies - an undertaking that
proves more complicated than the seasoned attorney
expects.
Inspired by an actual case involving a victim of sexual
assault sent to prison for the death of her attacker, James
Grippando's twisty thriller brilliantly explores the fine line
between victim and perpetrator, innocence and guilt, and
cold-blooded revenge and rightful retribution.

A Death in Live Oak [2018]
When the body of Jamal Cousin,
president of the pre-eminent black
fraternity at the Florida's flagship
university, is discovered hogtied in the
Stygian water swamps of the Suwanee
River Valley, the death sets off a
firestorm that threatens to rage out of control when a
fellow student, Mark Towson, the president of a
prominent white fraternity, is accused of the crime.
Contending with rising political tensions, racial unrest,
and a sensational media, Towson's defense attorney, Jack
Swyteck, knows that the stakes could not be higher inside or outside the old Suwanee County Courthouse.
The evidence against his client, which includes a
threatening text message referencing "strange fruit" on
the river, seems overwhelming. Then Jack gets a break
that could turn the case. Jamal's gruesome murder bears
disturbing similarities to another lynching that occurred
back in the Jim Crow days of 1944. Are the chilling
parallels purely coincidental? With a community in chaos
and a young man's life in jeopardy, Jack will use every
resource to find out.
As he navigates each twist and turn of the search, Jack
becomes increasingly convinced that his client may
himself be the victim of a criminal plan more sinister than
the case presented by the state attorney. Risking his own
reputation, this principled man who has devoted his life
to the law plunges headfirst into the darkest recesses of
the South's past, and its murky present, to uncover
answers.
For Jack, it's about the truth. Traversing time, from the
days of strict segregation to the present, he'll find it - no
matter what the cost - and bring much-needed justice to
Suwanee County.

The Girl in the Glass Box
[forthcoming in 2019]
Miami attorney Jack Swyteck lands in
the heart of the contentious
immigration debate when he takes on
the heart-wrenching case of an
undocumented immigrant who fled to
America to protect her daughter and save herself, in this

timely and pulse-pounding thriller that explores the
stories behind the headlines from New York Times
bestselling author James Grippando, winner of the Harper
Lee Prize for Legal Fiction.
Julia Rodriguez and her teenage daughter Beatriz escaped
bloodthirsty gangs, random violence and, Julia's abusive
husband back in El Salvador. Arriving in Miami, mother
and daughter struggled to carve their own piece of the
American dream. While life in the States is hard, it is safer,
until Julia's rejects her boss's unwanted sexual advances.
Suddenly - thanks to an "anonymous" tip to U. S.
immigration authorities - she is arrested, locked in
detention with criminals, and slated for deportation.
Jack's only viable legal move to save her is asylum - a long
shot that's become nearly impossible in today's charged
political climate.
When Julia and Beatriz made the perilous trek north to
freedom, they thought they'd left the danger behind
them. But now, even Miami isn't safe. A ruthless enemy
may have tracked them to south Florida and is biding
time, patiently waiting to strike.
In a case where the stakes have never been higher, Jack
Swyteck may not be able to save his client - even if he
wins.
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