The Tony Hill & Carol Jordan series
by Val McDermid
The Mermaids Singing [1995]
You always remember the first time.
Isn't that what they say about sex? How
much more true it is of murder... Up till
now, the only serial killers Tony Hill had
encountered were safely behind bars.
This one's different -- this one's on the
loose. In the northern town of Bradfield four men have
been found mutilated and tortured. Fear grips the city; no
man feels safe. Clinical psychologist Tony Hill is brought in
to profile the killer. A man with more than enough sexual
problems of his own, Tony himself becomes the
unsuspecting target in a battle of wits and wills where he
has to use every ounce of his professional nerve to
survive.

The Wire in the Blood [1997]
Nobody moves around inside the messy
heads of serial killers like Dr Tony Hill.
Now heading up the recently founded
National Profiling Task Force, he sets his
team an exercise: they are given the
details of thirty missing teenagers and
asked to use their new techniques to discover whether
there is a sinister link between any of the cases. Only one
officer, Shaz Bowman, comes up with a concrete theory,
but it is ridiculed by the rest of the group until someone
murders and mutilates one of their number. Could
Bowman's outrageous suspicion possibly be true? For
Tony Hill, the murder of a member of his team becomes a
matter for personal revenge. Aided by his previous
colleague, Carol Jordan, he embarks upon a campaign of
psychological terrorism -- a game of cat and mouse where
the roles of hunter and hunted are all too easily reversed.

The Last Temptation [2001]
A twisted killer targeting psychologists
has left a grisly trail across Europe. Dr
Tony Hill, expert at mapping the minds
of murderers, is reluctant to get
involved. But then the next victim is
much closer to home... Meanwhile, his
former partner, DCI Carol Jordan, is
working undercover in Berlin, on a dangerous operation
to trap a millionaire trafficker. When the game turns
nasty, Tony is the only person she can call on for help.
Confronting a cruelty that has its roots in Nazi atrocities,
Tony and Carol are thrown together in a world of violence
and corruption, where they have no one to trust but each
other.

The Torment of Others [2004]
Clinical psychologist Dr Tony Hill and
Detective Chief Inspector Carol Jordan
face the toughest challenge of their
careers when they are confronted with
an 'impossible' series of murders. Back
in Bradfield after her traumatic
experiences in Berlin, Carol is surprised to find Tony has
followed her there to take up a post in the local secure
mental hospital. When a prostitute is murdered in a
particularly grotesque and stomach-churning way, she
turns to him for help. Bizarrely, this killing matches in
every detail a series of murders that took place a couple
of years previously. A series of murders for which Derek
Tyler was tried, convicted and sentenced. There has never
been any doubt about his guilt. But now the ghost of his
crimes has risen again. A second prostitute murder soon
follows and the team are struggling. While Tony tries to
crack Tyler, the police decide to mount an undercover
operation that goes horribly wrong.

Beneath the Bleeding [2007]
A city is mourning. Bradfield Victoria's
star midfielder has been murdered,
bizarrely poisoned in an apparently
motiveless killing. Then a bomb blast
rips through the football stadium.
Dozens lie dead, many more injured. Is it a terrorist attack
or a vendetta against the Vics? Or something even more
sinister? As he lies in a hospital bed, psychologist and
profiler Dr Tony Hill struggles to make sense of the
fragments of information he manages to gather. But his
customary ally, DCI Carol Jordan, is being pushed to the
margins of the investigation by intelligence services
determined to prove themselves indispensable. It
wouldn't be so bad if Tony and Carol could agree about
who they're looking for. But even their relationship has its
dislocations and dark places. Beneath the Bleeding sets
Tony and Carol at odds as they have never been before,
forcing them to ask questions of themselves they would
never have imagined possible.

Fear of the Bone [2009]
'You should have been a detective. If
there's one thing the last year has
proved, it's how good you are at finding
things out. Not simple things. Hard
things. Things that nobody is supposed
to be able to find out. Things that are
buried so deep nobody even thinks twice about them. The
sort of things that turn people's lives inside out once
they're exposed.' Meet Tony Hill's most twisted adversary
- a killer with a shopping list of victims, a killer unmoved
by youth and innocence, a killer driven by the most
perverted of desires. The murder and mutilation of
teenager Jennifer Maidment is horrific enough on its own.
But it's not long before Tony realizes it's just the start of a
brutal and ruthless campaign that's targeting an
apparently unconnected group of young people.
Struggling with the newly-awakened ghosts of his own
past and desperate for distraction in his work, Tony
battles to find the answers that will give him personal and
professional satisfaction in his most testing investigation
yet.

The Retribution [2011]
Tony Hill has had a good run. He and
detective Carol Jordan have put away
scores of dangerous criminals at a rate
that colleagues envy. But there is one
serial killer who has shaped and defined
their careers, and whose evil surpasses all others: Jacko
Vance, ex-celebrity and sociopath whose brilliance and
utter lack of remorse have never left Tony's mind in the
ten years since his imprisonment. Now Jacko has escaped
from prison--even more twisted and cunning than before,
he is focused on wreaking revenge on Tony and Carol for
his years spent in prison.
Tony and Carol don't know when Jacko will strike, or
where. All they know is that Jacko will cause them to feel
fear like they've never known. A chilling, utterly gripping
tour de force, The Retribution is the ideal introduction or
re-introduction to the world of Tony Hill and Carol Jordan.
It is an unforgettable read.

Cross and Burn [2013]
Cross and Burn, picks up where The
Retribution left off: following the best
crime-fighting team in the UK—clinical
psychologist Tony Hill and police
detective Carol Jordan—who when we
last saw them were barely speaking, and
whose relationship will now be challenged even further.
Guilt and grief have driven a wedge between long time
crime-fighting partners psychologist Tony Hill and ex-DCI
Carol Jordan. But just because they're not talking doesn't
mean the killing stops.
Someone is killing women. Women who bear an
unsettling resemblance to Carol Jordan. And when the
evidence begins to point in a disturbing direction, thinking
the unthinkable seems the only possible answer.
Cornered by events, Tony and Carol are forced to fight for
themselves and each other as never before.

Splinter the Silence [2015]
Is it violence if it's virtual? The
outspoken women targeted by the
increasingly cruel Internet trolls and
bullies would probably say so. For some
of them, the torrents of bile and vicious
threats prove too much. They begin to
silence themselves in a series of high-profile suicides. Or
do they? Tony Hill isn't convinced. But he's the only one.
Former cop Carol Jordan is too busy messing up her life to
care. Until she gets an unexpected second chance. Now
it's game on, and the stakes have never been higher.

Insidious Intent [2017]
In the north of England, single women
are beginning to disappear from
weddings. A pattern soon becomes
clear: someone is luring the women
away, only to leave the victims' bodies
in their own burned-out cars in remote
locations. Tony and Carol are called upon to investigate,
but this may be the toughest case they've ever had to
face. Meanwhile, Detective Sergeant Paula McIntyre and
her partner, Elinor, must deal with a cruel cyber
blackmailer targeting their teenage ward, Torin.

How the Dead Speak [due in late 2019/no cover art]
After an explosive case that forced Tony Hill and Carol
Jordan to reassess everything they thought they knew
about right and wrong, both are dealing with the fallout in
their own separate ways. While Tony must pay the price
for his actions, Carol is conducting investigations into
suspected miscarriages of justice.
But when a shocking discovery is made on a construction
site, and skeletal remains are found to belong to a killer
who is supposedly alive and in prison, suddenly, Tony and
Carol are brought into each other's orbit once again…

Wire in the Blood
[TV series – 6 seasons + 1
special]
(Carol Jordan is only in the first
three seasons)

Season One [2002]
The Mermaids Singing [2 parts]
Shadows Rising [2 parts]
Justice Painted Blind [2 parts]
Season Two [2004]
Still She Cries
The Darkness of Light
Right to Silence
Sharp Compassion

Season Three [2005]
Redemption
Bad Seed
Nothing But the Night
Synchonicity

Season Four [2006]
Season Five [2007]
Time to Murder and Create The Colour of Amber
Torment
Nocebo
Hole in the Heart
The Names of Angels
The Wounded Surgeon
Anything You Can Do
Special [2008]
Prayer of the Bone

Season Six [2008]
Unnatural Vices [2 parts]
Falls the Shadow [2 parts]
From the Defeated [2 pts]
The Dead Land [2 parts]
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