
LIBRARY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2020; 8:00 AM 
BENNETT MARTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Lowell Berg, Lisa Hale, Dan Sloan, Martha Florence, Donna Marvin, Rhonda Seacrest. Absent: Joe Shaw, 
County Liaison Walt Broer. A quorum was present.   
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 Pat Leach, Library Director; Barbara Hansen, Administrative Aide; Paul Jones, Accountant; Gail McNair, 
Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries Executive Director. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT  
Berg called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM and announced the posting of the Open Meetings Act. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The Agenda/Meeting Notice was posted according to the Open Meetings Act of the State of Nebraska. 
Marvin moved to approve the agenda as posted.  Second by Florence.  Roll Call Vote: Berg, Florence, 
Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Seacrest moved to approve the minutes of the February 18, 2020, meeting. Second by Hale. Roll Call 
Vote; Florence, Hale, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg – aye; Marvin – abstain; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Marvin moved to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2020, meeting. Second by Sloan. Roll Call Vote: 
Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg, Florence – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0.  
 
Florence moved to approve the minutes of the May 13, 2020, meeting. Second by Seacrest. Roll Call 
Vote: Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg, Florence, Hale – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Committee on Administration – Approval of Revised Library Rules and Behavior Policy 
Leach explained that as libraries reopen, there may be temporary or new rules related to safety, such as 
requiring face coverings.  We are asking to add the rule “Customers shall follow staff instructions and 
posted guidelines relating to addressing public health emergencies.”  Within the Behavior Policy we 
show not following this rule as a Level 2 violation which allows the customer to correct their behavior 
and continue to use the Library. If they refuse to do so, they are told to leave.  If they refuse to leave, 
they are breaking the law and police will be called and the person cited for trespassing. Marvin moved 
to approve the revised Library Rules and Behavior Policy as presented. Second by Florence. Roll Call 
Vote: Seacrest, Sloan, Berg, Florence, Hale, Marvin – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
No report. 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 Sloan presented the Recap of Expenditures for March 2020 listing claims in the amount of $778,413.44 
for all funds.  Sloan moved approval of the report and payment of all claims.  Second by Marvin Roll Call 
Vote: Berg, Florence, Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Sloan presented the Recap of Expenditures for April 2020 listing claims in the amount of $982,896.89 
from all funds. Sloan moved approval of the report and payment of all claims. Second by Marvin. Roll 
Call Vote: Florence, Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Central Library – Berg reported that five proposals for redevelopment of the Pershing Block were 
submitted as a result of the city’s Request for Proposals. Four of those proposals   included a library.  We 
have requested that the library have a seat at the table when reviewing proposals in order to contribute 
to the evaluation of the library portion of the proposal.  No word on the review timeline has been 
received.   
 
Foundation Report -  McNair reported that Coffee on the Dock at The Mill on Memorial Day has been 
cancelled. Give to Lincoln Day is May 28. Proceeds designated for the library will be used to support 
children’s programs and services.  Wine & E has been delayed and discussion continues on the best way 
to proceed. The annual spelling bee will be held in the fall but no date has been set.  The annual book 
sale held each fall, attracts thousands of people and is still scheduled.  If circumstances require the sale 
to be cancelled, there is a Plan B that would include sending a majority of the books to Thrift Books for 
sale online.    
 
Request for Approval of Foundation Trustee - McNair submitted the name of Aradhna Srivastav for 
consideration as a new trustee on the Foundation Board.  Bylaws of the Foundation require Library 
Board approval. After discussion of qualifications, experience, and what Srivastav would bring to the 
Board, Hale moved to approve the nomination. Second by Florence.  Roll Call Vote: Florence, Hale, 
Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
One Book - One Lincoln - The announcement of the three finalists is scheduled on Monday, May 25.  A 
Public Service Announcement has been developed to promote the program over the summer 
encouraging reading and voting for a favorite title.  There will be no in-person events or discussions over 
the summer.  Staff is working on virtual engagements.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Renewal of Periodical Subscription Service with EBSCO – Hale moved to approve the renewal of the 
contract with EBSCO at a cost not to exceed $36,767.28. Second by Marvin. Leach reported the EBSCO 
provides the magazine and newspaper subscriptions for the library.  Most current magazines are in-
house use only, with older editions available for checkout.  We are considering not having browsing 
copies in house, and only providing copies for check out.   We will be re-evaluating the service as the 
year goes on.  Roll Call Vote: Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg, Florence – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion 
carried 6-0. 
 
Renewal of Security Guard Contract – Leach requested approval of the renewal of the contract with 
SunStates Security at a cost not to exceed $88,000.00.   Approval moved by Florence, second by 
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Seacrest.  Roll Call Vote: Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg, Florence, Hale – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion 
carried 6-0.   

Approval of Surplus Property:  Leach presented a list of property requesting that it be declared surplus. 
The items would be recycled or discarded as per city guidelines.  None of the property is in a condition 
to be sold or re-sued.  Florence moved to approve the surplus property request. Second by Hale. Roll 
Call Vote: Seacrest, Sloan, Berg, Florence, Hale, Marvin – aye; Shaw – absent. Motion carried 6-0.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 On behalf of the Library Board, Berg thanked staff for the work they are doing in this difficult time.  The 
Board is always aware of the great job staff is doing, but it is especially evident at this time.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
Library Board Vacancy – Martha Florence’s term expires at the end of August.  The appointment to fill 
the vacancy is done by the City Council.  In the past the Council has asked the Library Board to collect 
applications of interested individuals and forward them on to the Council with any recommendations 
the Board may have.  Leach will be contacting the City Council to confirm this practice is still preferred.  
If the same procedure is followed, applications will be taken beginning June 1 with the Board making its 
recommendation at the July meeting.   

Leach reviewed an agreement with OverDrive, one of the library’s audio book and eBook providers, that 
allows students with ConnectED accounts access to Overdrive through an app Lincoln Public Schools 
uses that assures access to materials at the correct age level for the students. 

Leach reported a staff committee is working to develop procedures that will be used as the Library 
moves forward with reopening. The committee is following closely any guidelines set forth by the city. 
Levels for providing service have been developed. For examples  
Level 1 – Pick-Up Service only.  We are currently offering this service. 
Level 2 -  Accepting the return of materials.  Return of materials will begin Friday, May 22. 
Level 3 – Open to the public, no programming.  The committee is working to determine capacity, 
signage, need for face coverings, sanitizing and how to provide service and keep patrons and staff safe. 
Level 4 -  includes expanded service like study rooms, patrons lingering or just hanging out, and use of 
volunteers. 
Level 5 – Begin to offer storytimes, special events, meeting room use, and other things that encourage 
people to gather in groups.   

We have no sense when the buildings will be reopened. We are working with the city to order plexiglass 
dividers and other equipment before doing so. We have not been accepting the return of materials but 
will begin soon. It is our intention to have two return holidays on Friday May 22nd and 29th. Materials 
will be quarantined for 72 hours and then checked in.  If all goes well, we will open the exterior book 
drops on June 1.   Staff is required to wear face coverings and gloves when handling the materials.   

Leach reported that a federal grant opportunity has come to our attention. The Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) CARES Act Grants for Museums and Libraries support museums and libraries in 
addressing their communities’ immediate and future needs caused by the pandemic. Projects may focus 
on preserving jobs, training staff, addressing the digital divide, planning for reopening, or providing 
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technical support and capacity building for digital inclusion and engagement. The deadline for 
submission is June 12. Due to the short deadline, the grant will not be able to be approved by the Board 
as is our usual practice.   No matching funds are required. Leach will be in touch with the Committee on 
Administration as the application is developed.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no rather business the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 AM.    
 
  
 
 
 


