
LIBRARY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2020; 8:00 AM 
BENNETT MARTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
136 S 14TH STREET, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lowell Berg, Martha Florence, Lisa Hale, Donna Marvin, Rhonda Seacrest, 
Joe Shaw, Dan Sloan.  Absent: Walt Broer, County Liaison.  A quorum was present.     
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Pat Leach, Library Director; Barbara Hansen, Administrative Aide; Paul Jones, 
Accountant; Gail McNair, Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries; Jeff Kirkpatrick, Law Department.   
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETINGS LAW:  The meeting was called to order at 
8 a.m. by President Berg. Posting of the Open Meetings Law was announced. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   The Agenda/Meeting Notice was posted according to the Open Meetings Law 
of Nebraska.  Florence moved to approve the agenda as posted.  Second by Sloan. Roll Call Vote: Berg, 
Florence, Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Shaw, Sloan – aye.  Motion carried 7-0.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Marvin moved to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2020, meeting as 
distributed.  Second by Hale.  Roll Call Vote: Florence, Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Sloan, Berg – aye; Shaw – 
abstain. Motion carried 6-0.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:  None 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Committee on Administration – IMLS Grant Authorization to Proceed - The committee met on June 9 
and discussed the application for a federal CARES Act grant through the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services.   Library staff has been working with the City Grant writer to apply for funding for a 
“Digital Read Aloud” project requesting funding of $141,000 over a two-year period. The grant would 
fund a survey of families and caregivers to learn more about their digital access and read-aloud 
behaviors. This information will then be used by the library to craft effective online messaging to 
encourage parents and caregivers to read aloud to their young children. It would also fund a grant 
administrator and consultants regarding messaging and technology as well as purchase books for 
giveaway.  There is no match requirement. Marvin moved to authorize staff to proceed with submitting 
the grant application. Second by Hale.  Roll Call Vote:  Hale, Marvin, Seacrest, Shaw, Sloan, Berg, 
Florence – aye. Motion carried 7-0.  
 
Committee on Buildings & Grounds – Approval of Mural Project Installation at Libraries – The Lux 
Center for the Arts has approached the library to ask that two libraries, Bennett Martin Public Library 
and Bethany Branch Library, be display sites for their  “Nine Nebraska Artists Mural Project.”  The murals 
would be temporary. They would be pasted on to each building with wheat paste.  Joe Shaw, Executive 
Director of the Lux Center for the Arts, provided information which was distributed in the meeting 
packet. The placement will be done in July. Since the murals are made of paper and will weather, they 
will be removed when they deteriorate.  Marvin moved to approve the installation of murals as 
requested.  Second by Sloan.  Roll Call Vote: Marvin, Seacrest, Shaw, Sloan, Berg, Florence, Hale – aye.  
Motion carried 7-0.   
 



Library Board Meeting Minutes 
June 16, 2020 
Page 2 
 
Committee on Finance – Approval of Monthly Recap of Expenditures for May 2020 – Sloan reported on 
the recap of expenditures for May 2020 listing claims in the amount of $741,439.80 from all funds.  
Sloan moved approval of the report and payment of all claims.  Roll Call Vote:  Seacrest, Shaw, Sloan, 
Berg, Florence, Hale, Marvin – aye.  Motion carried 7-0.   
 
Nominating Committee:  Berg reported that the committee will be meeting to develop a slate of officers 
and present the slate for approval at the July 2020 meeting.    
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
Central Library -  Berg reported that he had formally requested the Library Board have a representative 
on the development proposal review committee. That request was turned down.  It was noted that Carl 
Eskridge is on the review committee and that he can represent the library. 
 
Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries – McNair reported the foundation continues to work on adjusting 
its fundraising and event schedule due to the impact of COVID-19.   Since the foundation was unable to 
hold Coffee on The Dock on Memorial day, it is working to reschedule the event on Labor Day and 
working with library staff to announce the 2020 One Book – One Lincoln title at the event.  Wine & E will 
not be held this year. The annual book sale is not looking good but no official decision has been made.   
 
Give to Lincoln Day did result in donations of $25,000.  These donations help fund Begin with Books and 
other children’s activities.    The endowment campaign information is being finalized and the 
membership campaign will be held in October.  McNair is working with library staff on a project that 
would solicit additional donations for the purchase of books in high demand because of social issues. 
The project “Timely Topics” is currently soliciting funds to purchase additional titles on racism.     
 
One Book – One Lincoln – The three finalists were announced on May 25. Voting is underway until July 
31st.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
State Aid Allocation – Leach requested approval to spend this year’s allocation of $49,880 on library 
media and technology.  Ordinarily staff requests specific amounts for each area of spending but Leach 
reported that keno funding may be affected this year and asked for flexibility in spending the state aid 
so that it can spent on media and technology in a way that responds to keno revenue.   Hale moved to 
approve the expenditure of State Aid funds as requested. Second by Florence.  Roll Call Vote: Shaw, 
Sloan, Berg, Florence, Hale, Marvin, Seacrest – aye. Motion carried 7-0.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Berg recognized Assistant Library Director Julee Hatton for her service to Lincoln 
City Libraries. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Pat Leach announced that Julee Hatton will become director of the Abilene, 
Texas, public library on June 22.  Her last day at Lincoln City Libraries is June 17.  As part of the 
downtown revitalization project, the Abilene Public Library is moving into a privately funded building 
project.    Julee has held several positions at Lincoln City Libraries and she will be missed. 
 
Leach reported the Mayor presented her budget to the City Council on June 15. Leach has heard from 
one council member about finding ways to reinstate library hours cut in the Mayor’s budget. The 
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library’s presentation before the council is scheduled on June 17. Board Treasurer Dan Sloan will be 
attending.  Basic information will be shared regarding staff decreases over the years and the fact that a 
significant portion of our budget is personnel costs.  The only way to cut personnel costs is to reduce 
service hours.  We are hesitant to make any substantial cuts to the media budget as we need to have 
the materials people want.    
 
Leach reported that there was no lasting damage from the arson at Bethany Branch. Staff is to be 
saluted for their quick response that night. 
 
Libraries will be open to walk-in service soon.  We are waiting for the plexiglass shields at our service 
desks.  Once installed we will move forward quickly.  We have had a Reopening Committee working for a 
couple of months.  Reopening will include lower building capacity, rearrangement of furnishings and 
computers to allow for social distancing.  We will allow people to stay for an hour and provide only one 
computer session per day. We are installing software to remotely assist a person using the computer lab 
so that they can be assisted without staff having to be over their shoulder.  We are not holding 
programs or gatherings until the end of July or even later.  We will continually be re-evaluating service 
as new directives are announced or as we gather experience.  We have been instructed that while we 
can highly encourage the wearing of face coverings, we cannot require them.  Staff will be wearing face 
coverings as City employees are required to wear them when at work.   
 
It has been a difficult time for staff due to so much uncertainty. We may have staff, as we move forward 
to opening, that need to consider their own high risk situations. Some may have to think long and hard 
about employment in a public setting.   Supervisors have been great leaders during all of this.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:51 a.m.  
 


