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ADULTS 
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, Penguin Random House Publisher 
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most intimate 
concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s 
history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but 
falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, 
today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a 
way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its 
burden? 
 
Stamped From the Beginning by Ibram X. Kendi, Bold Type Books  
Some Americans insist that we're living in a post-racial society. But racist thought is not just alive and well in 
America--it is more sophisticated and more insidious than ever. And as award-winning historian Ibram X. Kendi 
argues, racist ideas have a long and lingering history, one in which nearly every great American thinker is complicit. 
 
How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi, One World Publisher 
Antiracism is a transformative concept that reorients and reenergizes the conversation about racism—and, even 
more fundamentally, points us toward liberating new ways of thinking about ourselves and each other. At its core, 
racism is a powerful system that creates false hierarchies of human value; its warped logic extends beyond race, 
from the way we regard people of different ethnicities or skin colors to the way we treat people of different sexes, 
gender identities, and body types. Racism intersects with class and culture and geography and even changes the 
way we see and value ourselves.  
 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, One World  
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to 
defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in 
the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man 
who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of 
conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice 
forever. 
 
White Rage by Carol Anderson, Bloomsbury USA 
From the Civil War to our combustible present, acclaimed historian Carol Anderson reframes our continuing 
conversation about race, chronicling the powerful forces opposed to black progress in America.  As Ferguson, 
Missouri, erupted in August 2014, and media commentators across the ideological spectrum referred to the angry 
response of African Americans as “black rage,” historian Carol Anderson wrote a remarkable op-ed in The 
Washington Post suggesting that this was, instead, "white rage at work. With so much attention on the flames," she 
argued, "everyone had ignored the kindling." 
 
So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo, Seal Press 
Widespread reporting on aspects of white supremacy--from police brutality to the mass incarceration of Black 
Americans--has put a media spotlight on racism in our society. Still, it is a difficult subject to talk about. How do you 
tell your roommate her jokes are racist? Why did your sister-in-law take umbrage when you asked to touch her hair--
and how do you make it right? How do you explain white privilege to your white, privileged friend?  In So You Want 
to Talk About Race, Ijeoma Oluo guides readers of all races through subjects ranging from intersectionality and 
affirmative action to "model minorities" in an attempt to make the seemingly impossible possible: honest 
conversations about race and racism, and how they infect almost every aspect of American  life. 
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Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? by Beverly Daniel Tatum, Basic Books 
Walk into any racially mixed high school and you will see Black, White, and Latino youth clustered in their own 
groups. Is this self-segregation a problem to address or a coping strategy? Beverly Daniel Tatum, a renowned 
authority on the psychology of racism, argues that straight talk about our racial identities is essential if we are 
serious about enabling communication across racial and ethnic divides. These topics have only become more 
urgent as the national conversation about race is increasingly acrimonious.  
 
What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You Blacker by Damon Young, Ecco 
For Damon Young, existing while Black is an extreme sport. The act of possessing black skin while searching for 
space to breathe in America is enough to induce a ceaseless state of angst where questions such as “How should I 
react here, as a professional black person?” and “Will this white person’s potato salad kill me?” are forever relevant.   
From one of our most respected cultural observers, What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You Blacker is a hilarious and 
honest debut that is both a celebration of the idiosyncrasies and distinctions of Blackness and a critique of white 
supremacy and how we define masculinity. 

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead, Doubleday 
When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile reformatory 
called the Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of horrors. Elwood’s only salvation is 
his friendship with fellow “delinquent” Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s conviction that Elwood is hopelessly 
naive, that the world is crooked, and that the only way to survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. As life at the 
Academy becomes ever more perilous, the tension between Elwood’s ideals and Turner’s skepticism leads to a 
decision whose repercussions will echo down the decades. 
  
White Fragility by Robin J. DiAngelo, Beacon Press 
In this “vital, necessary, and beautiful book” (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist educator Robin DiAngelo deftly 
illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to understand racism as a practice not restricted to ‘bad 
people’ (Claudia Rankine). Referring to the defensive moves that white people make when challenged racially, white 
fragility is characterized by emotions such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including argumentation and 
silence. These behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-
racial dialogue. In this in-depth exploration, DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, how it protects racial 
inequality, and what we can do to engage more constructively. 
 
You Can’t Touch My Hair by Phoebe Robinson, Plume 
Being a black woman in America means contending with old prejudices and fresh absurdities every day. Comedian 
Phoebe Robinson has experienced her fair share over the years: she's been unceremoniously relegated to the role 
of “the black friend,” as if she is somehow the authority on all things racial; she's been questioned about her love of 
U2 and Billy Joel (“isn’t that...white people music?”); she's been called “uppity” for having an opinion in the 
workplace; she's been followed around stores by security guards; and yes, people do ask her whether they can 
touch her hair all. the. time. Now, she's ready to take these topics to the page—and she’s going to make you laugh 
as she’s doing it. 
 
Black Klansman by Ron Stallworth, Flatiron Books 
The true story of Detective Ron Stallworth, the first black detective in the Colorado Springs Police Department, who 
in 1978 went undercover to investigate the KKK. 
 
 
TEENS 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers  
A timely, crucial, and empowering exploration of racism--and antiracism--in America. This is NOT a history book. 
This is a book about the here and now. A book to help us better understand why we are where we are. A book about 
race.  A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, from their roots in Europe until today, adapted from the 
National Book Award winner Stamped from the Beginning. 
 
Anger Is a Gift by Mark Oshira, Tor Teen  
Six years ago, Moss Jefferies' father was murdered by an Oakland police officer. Along with losing a parent, the 
media's vilification of his father and lack of accountability has left Moss with near crippling panic attacks. Now, in his 
sophomore year of high school, Moss and his fellow classmates find themselves increasingly treated like criminals 
in their own school. New rules. Random locker searches. Constant intimidation and Oakland Police Department 
stationed in their halls. Despite their youth, the students decide to organize and push back against the 
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administration. When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy strikes, Moss must face a difficult choice: give in to fear 
and hate or realize that anger can actually be a gift. 
 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds, Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books 
When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal beating at 
the hands of a police officer who happens to be the older brother of his best friend. Told through Rashad and 
Quinn's alternating viewpoints. 
 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson, Atheneum Books for Young Readers 
After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the 
Revolutionary War. 
 
Dear Martin by Nic Stone, Crown Books for Young Readers  
Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend—but none of that matters to the 
police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the 
scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates.  Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore?  
 
I Am Alfonso Jones by Tony Medina, Tu Books  
The ghost of fifteen-year-old Alfonso Jones travels in a New York subway car full of the living and the dead, 
watching his family and friends fight for justice after he is killed by an off-duty police officer while buying a suit in a 
Midtown department store. 
 
The Hate U Give  by Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray 
After witnessing her friend's death at the hands of a police officer, Starr Carter's life is complicated when the police 
and a local drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort to learn what happened the night Kahlil died. 
 
Monster by Walter Dean Myers, HarperCollins Publishers  
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in 
the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken. 
 
Dread Nation by Justina Ireland, Balzer + Bray 
Jane McKeene was born two days before the dead began to walk the battlefields of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania--
derailing the War Between the States and changing the nation forever. In this new America, safety for all depends 
on the work of a few, and laws like the Native and Negro Education Act require certain children attend combat 
schools to learn to put down the dead. But there are also opportunities--and Jane is studying to become an 
Attendant, trained in both weaponry and etiquette to protect the well-to-do. It's a chance for a better life for Negro 
girls like Jane. After all, not even being the daughter of a wealthy white Southern woman could save her from 
society's expectations. 
 
Slay by Brittney Morris, Simon Pulse 
An honors student at Jefferson Academy, seventeen-year-old Keira enjoys developing and playing Slay, a secret, 
multiplayer online role-playing game celebrating black culture, until the two worlds collide. 
 
How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon, Henry Holt and Company 
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, his community is thrown into an uproar. Tariq 
was black. The shooter, Jack Franklin, is white. In the aftermath of Tariq's death, everyone has something to say, but 
no two accounts of the events line up. Day by day, new twists further obscure the truth. 
 
A Song Below Water by Bethany Morrow, Candlewick Press 
A captivating modern fantasy about black mermaids, friendship, and self-discovery set against the challenges of 
today's racism and sexism.  
 
YOUTH 
Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes, Little, Brown and Company 
After seventh-grader Jerome is shot by a white police officer, he observes the aftermath of his death and meets the 
ghosts of other fallen black boys including historical figure Emmett Till.  
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We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices by Wade Hudson, Crown Books for Young Readers 
What do we tell our children when the world seems bleak, and prejudice and racism run rampant? With 96 lavishly 
designed pages of original art and prose, fifty diverse creators lend voice to young activists.  Featuring poems, 
letters, personal essays, art, and other works from such industry leaders as Jacqueline Woodson (Brown Girl 
Dreaming), Jason Reynolds (All American Boys), Kwame Alexander (The Crossover), Andrea Pippins (I Love My 
Hair), Sharon Draper (Out of My Mind), Rita Williams-Garcia (One Crazy Summer), Ellen Oh (cofounder of We Need 
Diverse Books), and artists Ekua Holmes, Rafael Lopez, James Ransome, Javaka Steptoe, and more, this 
anthology empowers the nation's youth to listen, learn, and build a better tomorrow. 
 
This Book Is Antiracist by Tiffany Jewell, Frances Lincoln Children's Books 
Who are you? What is racism? Where does it come from? Why does it exist? What can you do to disrupt it? Learn 
about social identities, the history of racism and resistance against it, and how you can use your anti-racist lens and 
voice to move the world toward equity and liberation.  
 
This Promise of Change by Jo Ann Allen Boyce, Bloomsbury Children's Books 
In 1956, one year before federal troops escorted the Little Rock 9 into Central High School, fourteen-year-old Jo 
Ann Allen was one of twelve African-American students who broke the color barrier and integrated Clinton High 
School in Tennessee.  
 
Blended by Sharon M. Draper, Atheneum Books for Young Readers 
Piano-prodigy Isabella, eleven, whose black father and white mother struggle to share custody, never feels whole, 
especially as racial tensions affect her school, her parents both become engaged, and she and her stepbrother are 
stopped by police. 
 
We Are Not Yet Equal by Carol Anderson, Bloomsbury 
From the end of the Civil War to the tumultuous issues in America today, an acclaimed historian reframes the 
conversation about race, chronicling the powerful forces opposed to black progress in America. 
 
Not My Idea by Anastasia Higginbotham, Dottir Press 
A white child sees a TV news report of a white police officer shooting and killing a black man. "In our family, we don't 
see color," his mother says, but he sees the colors plain enough. An afternoon in the library's history stacks uncover 
the truth of white supremacy in America. Racism was not his idea and he refuses to defend it. 
 
Skin Again by Bell Hooks, Disney/Jump at the Sun 
Celebrating all that makes us unique and different, Skin Again offers new ways to talk about race and identity. Race 
matters, but only so much--what's most important is who we are on the inside. Looking beyond skin, going straight 
to the heart, we find in each other the treasures stored down deep. Learning to cherish those treasures, to be all we 
imagine ourselves to be, makes us free. 
 
A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee, Balzer + Bray, an imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers 
After attending a powerful protest, Shayla starts wearing an armband to school to support the Black Lives Matter 
movement, but when the school gives her an ultimatum, she is forced to choose between her education and her 
identity. 
 
A Few Red Drops by Claire Hartfield, Clarion Books, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
On a hot day in July 1919, five black youths went swimming in Lake Michigan, unintentionally floating close to the 
"white" beach. An angry white man began throwing stones at the boys, striking and killing one. Racial conflict on the 
beach erupted into days of urban violence that shook the city of Chicago to its foundations. This mesmerizing 
narrative draws on contemporary accounts as it traces the roots of the explosion that had been building for decades 
in race relations, politics, business, and clashes of culture 
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson, Nancy Paulsen Books 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she 
shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim 
Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both 
accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child's soul as she searches for her place in the  
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world. Woodson's eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact 
that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first 
sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 
 
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterl, Harper, an imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers 
Explores the previously uncelebrated but pivotal contributions of NASA's African American women mathematicians 
to America's space program, describing how Jim Crow laws segregated them despite their groundbreaking 
successes. 
 

 
Summaries are based on information provided by the books’ publishers. 
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