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Overground Railroad: The Green Book 

and the Roots of Black Travel in America 

by Candacy A. Taylor [973 Tay] 

 

Published from 1936 to 1966, the Green 

Book was hailed as the "black travel 

guide to America." At that time, it was 

very dangerous and difficult for African-

Americans to travel because black travelers couldn't eat, 

sleep, or buy gas at most white-owned businesses. The 

Green Book listed hotels, restaurants, gas stations, and 

other businesses that were safe for black travelers. It was 

a resourceful and innovative solution to a horrific 

problem. It took courage to be listed in the Green Book, 

and Overground Railroad celebrates the stories of those 

who put their names in the book and stood up against 

segregation. It shows the history of the Green Book, how 

we arrived at our present historical moment, and how far 

we still have to go when it comes to race relations in 

America. 

 

Driving While Black: African American 

Travel and the Road to Civil Rights 

by Gretchen Sullivan Sorin [305.8 AfrYs] 

 

It's hardly a secret that mobility has 

always been limited, if not impossible, 

for African Americans. Before the Civil 

War, masters confined their slaves to 

their property, while free black people found themselves 

regularly stopped, questioned, and even kidnapped. 

Restrictions on movement before Emancipation carried 

over, in different forms, into Reconstruction and beyond; 

for most of the 20th century, many white Americans felt 

blithely comfortable denying their black countrymen the 

right to travel freely on trains and buses. Yet it became 

more difficult to shackle someone who was cruising along 

a highway at 45 miles per hour. In Driving While Black, the 

acclaimed historian Gretchen Sorin reveals how the car--

the ultimate symbol of independence and possibility--has 

always held particular importance for African Americans, 

allowing black families to evade the many dangers 

presented by an entrenched racist society and to enjoy, in 

some measure, the freedom of the open road. She 

recounts the creation of a parallel, unseen world of black 

motorists, who relied on travel guides, black only 

businesses, and informal communications networks to 

keep them safe. From coast to coast, mom and pop guest 

houses and tourist homes, beauty parlors, and even large 

hotels--including New York's Hotel Theresa, the Hampton 

House in Miami, or the Dunbar Hotel in Los Angeles--as 

well as night clubs and restaurants like New Orleans' 

Dooky Chase and Atlanta's Paschal's, fed travelers and 

provided places to stay the night. At the heart of Sorin's 

story is Victor and Alma Green's famous Green Book, a 

travel guide begun in 1936, which helped grant black 

Americans that most basic American rite, the family 

vacation. As Sorin demonstrates, black travel guides and 

black-only businesses encouraged a new way of resisting 

oppression. Black Americans could be confident of finding 

welcoming establishments as they traveled for vacation or 

for business. Civil Rights workers learned where to stay 

and where to eat in the South between marches and 

protests. As Driving While Black reminds us, the Civil 

Rights Movement was just that--a movement of black 

people and their allies in defiance of local law and 

custom. At the same time, she shows that the car, despite 

the freedoms it offered, brought black people up against 

new challenges, from segregated ambulance services to 

unwarranted traffic stops, and the racist violence that too 

often followed. Interwoven with Sorin's own family 

history and enhanced by dozens of little known images, 

Driving While Black charts how the automobile 

fundamentally reshaped African American life, and opens 

up an entirely new view onto one of the most important 

issues of our time. 

 

The Tuskegee Airman: The Men Who 

Changed a Nation 

by Charles E. Francis [940.544 Fra] 

 

The history of the United States is 

steeped in contribution of the Air Force 

formerly Army Air Corps, in preserving 

and maintaining freedom. The American 

airmen have been victorious in all of our nation's conflicts. 

It is important that we continue to acknowledge the 

sacrifices and service of these men who perform so 
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admirably. I know the accomplishments of the brave and 

dedicated Tuskegee Airmen will never be forgotten. 

 

 

Bass Reeves 

by Joel Christian Gill [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Gill] 

 

Tales of the Talented Tenth, Volume One 

tells the story of Bass Reeves, an 

escaped slave who became one of the 

most successful lawman of the old west. Volume I 

chronicles his life from winning shooting matches in early 

childhood to traveling with his master, living with Native 

Americans in Indian Territory, and finally becoming a U.S. 

Marshal. 

 

The Cooking Gene: A Journey Through 

African American Culinary History in the 

Old South 

by Michael Twitty [641.013 Twi] 

 

A renowned culinary historian offers a 
fresh perspective on our most divisive 
cultural issue, race, in this illuminating 

memoir of Southern cuisine and food culture that traces 
his ancestry--both black and white--through food, from 
Africa to America and slavery to freedom. 
Southern food is integral to the American culinary 
tradition, yet the question of who "owns" it is one of the 
most provocative touch points in our ongoing struggles 
over race. In this unique memoir, culinary historian 
Michael W. Twitty takes readers to the white-hot center 
of this fight, tracing the roots of his own family and the 
charged politics surrounding the origins of soul food, 
barbecue, and all Southern cuisine. 
 
From the tobacco and rice farms of colonial times to 
plantation kitchens and backbreaking cotton fields, Twitty 
tells his family story through the foods that enabled his 
ancestors' survival across three centuries. He sifts through 
stories, recipes, genetic tests, and historical documents, 
and travels from Civil War battlefields in Virginia to 
synagogues in Alabama to Black-owned organic farms in 
Georgia. 
 
As he takes us through his ancestral culinary history, 
Twitty suggests that healing may come from embracing 
the discomfort of the Southern past. Along the way, he 
reveals a truth that is more than skin deep--the power 
that food has to bring the kin of the enslaved and their 

former slaveholders to the table, where they can discover 
the real America together. 
 
llustrations by Stephen Crotts 
 

Black Women’s History of the United 

States 

by Daina Ramey Berry [305.8 AfrYb] 

 

In centering Black women's stories, two 

award-winning historians seek both to 

empower African American women and 

to show their allies that Black women's 

unique ability to make their own communities while 

combatting centuries of oppression is an essential 

component in our continued resistance to systemic racism 

and sexism. Daina Ramey Berry and Kali Nicole Gross offer 

an examination and celebration of Black womanhood, 

beginning with the first African women who arrived in 

what became the United States to African American 

women of today. 

 

A Black Women's History of the United States reaches far 

beyond a single narrative to showcase Black women's 

lives in all their fraught complexities. Berry and Gross 

prioritize many voices- enslaved women, freedwomen, 

religious leaders, artists, queer women, activists, and 

women who lived outside the law. The result is a starting 

point for exploring Black women's history and a 

testament to the beauty, richness, rhythm, tragedy, 

heartbreak, rage, and enduring love that abounds in the 

spirit of Black women in communities throughout the 

nation. 

 

Freedom is a Constant Struggle 

by Angela Y. Davis [available only in 

electronic formats] 

 

In these newly collected essays, 

interviews, and speeches, world-

renowned activist and scholar Angela Y. 

Davis illuminates the connections 

between struggles against state violence and oppression 

throughout history and around the world. 

 

Reflecting on the importance of black feminism, 

intersectionality, and prison abolitionism for today's 

struggles, Davis discusses the legacies of previous 

liberation struggles, from the Black Freedom Movement 

to the South African anti-Apartheid movement. She 
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highlights connections and analyzes today's struggles 

against state terror, from Ferguson to Palestine. 

 

Facing a world of outrageous injustice, Davis challenges us 

to imagine and build the movement for human 

liberation. And in doing so, she reminds us that "Freedom 

is a constant struggle." 

 

Sister Outsider 

by Audre Lorde [814 Lor] 

 

In this charged collection of fifteen 

essays and speeches, Lorde takes on 

sexism, racism, ageism, homophobia, 

and class, and propounds social 

difference as a vehicle for action and 

change. Her prose is incisive, unflinching, and lyrical, 

reflecting struggle but ultimately offering messages of 

hope. 

 

The groundbreaking feminist's timely collection of 

nonfiction writings on race, gender, and LGBTQ issues is 

now for the first time in Penguin Classics as part of the 

Penguin Vitae series, with a foreword by poet Mahogany 

L. Browne. 

 

Assata: An Autobiography 

by Assata Shakur [Biography Shakur] 

 

On May 2, 1973, Black Panther Assata 

Shakur (aka JoAnne Chesimard) lay in a 

hospital, close to death, handcuffed to 

her bed, while local, state, and federal 

police attempted to question her about 

the shootout on the New Jersey Turnpike that had 

claimed the life of a white state trooper. Long a target of 

J. Edgar Hoover's campaign to defame, infiltrate, and 

criminalize Black nationalist organizations and their 

leaders, Shakur was incarcerated for four years prior to 

her conviction on flimsy evidence in 1977 as an 

accomplice to murder. This intensely personal and 

political autobiography belies the fearsome image of 

JoAnne Chesimard long projected by the media and the 

state. With wit and candor, Assata Shakur recounts the 

experiences that led her to a life of activism and portrays 

the strengths, weaknesses, and eventual demise of Black 

and White revolutionary groups at the hand of 

government officials. The result is a signal contribution to 

the literature about growing up Black in America that has 

already taken its place alongside The Autobiography of 

Malcolm X and the works of Maya Angelou. Two years 

after her conviction, Assata Shakur escaped from prison. 

She was given political asylum by Cuba, where she now 

resides. 

 

Black Girls Rock! Owning Our Magic, 

Rocking Our Truth 

by Beverly Bond [305.4 Bla] 

 

Fueled by the insights of women of 

diverse backgrounds, including Michelle 

Obama, Angela Davis, Shonda Rhimes, 

Misty Copeland Yara Shahidi, and Mary J. Blige, this book 

is a celebration of black women's voices and experiences 

that will become a collector's items for generations to 

come. 

 

Maxine Waters shares the personal fulfillment of service. 

Moguls Cathy Hughes, Suzanne Shank, and Serena 

Williams recount stories of steadfastness, determination, 

diligence, dedication and the will to win. Erykah Badu, 

Toshi Reagon, Mickalane Thomas, Solange Knowles-

Ferguson, and Rihanna offer insights on creativity and 

how they use it to stay in tune with their magic. 

Pioneering writers Rebecca Walker, Melissa Harris-Perry, 

and Joan Morgan speak on modern-day black feminist 

thought. Lupita Nyong'o, Susan Taylor, and Bethann 

Hardison affirm the true essence of holistic beauty. And 

Iyanla Vanzant reinforces Black Girl Magic in her powerful 

pledge. Through these and dozens of other unforgettable 

testimonies, Black Girls Rock! is an ode to black girl 

ambition, self-love, empowerment, and healing. 

 

Pairing inspirational essays and affirmations with lush, 

newly commissioned and classic photography, Black Girls 

Rock!: Owning Our Magic and Rocking Our Truth is not 

only a one-of-a-kind celebration of the diversity, fortitude, 

and spirituality of black women but also a foundational 

text that will energize and empower every reader. 

 

Here For It: Or, How to Save Your Soul in 

America: Essays 

by Eric R. Thomas [Biography Thomas] 

 

R. Eric Thomas didn't know he was 

different until the world told him so. 

Everywhere he went--whether it was his 

rich, mostly white, suburban high 
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school, his conservative black church, or his Ivy League 

college in a big city--he found himself on the outside 

looking in. 

 

In essays by turns hysterical and heartfelt, Thomas 

reexamines what it means to be an "other" through the 

lens of his own life experience. He explores the two 

worlds of his childhood: the barren urban landscape 

where his parents' house was an anomalous bright spot, 

and the Eden-like school they sent him to in white 

suburbia. He writes about struggling to reconcile his 

Christian identity with his sexuality, the exhaustion of 

code-switching in college, accidentally getting famous on 

the internet (for the wrong reason), and the surreal 

experience of covering the 2016 election for Elle online, 

and the seismic changes that came thereafter. Ultimately, 

Thomas seeks the answer to these ever more relevant 

questions: Is the future worth it? Why do we bother when 

everything seems to be getting worse? As the world 

continues to shift in unpredictable ways, Thomas finds the 

answers to these questions by reenvisioning what 

"normal" means and in the powerful alchemy that occurs 

when you at last place yourself at the center of your own 

story. 

 

Here for It will resonate deeply and joyfully with everyone 

who has ever felt pushed to the margins, struggled with 

self-acceptance, or wished to shine more brightly in a 

dark world. Stay here for it--the future may surprise you. 

 

Wow, No Thank You: Essays 

by Samantha Irby  [Biography Irby] 

 

Irby is forty, and increasingly 

uncomfortable in her own skin despite 

what Inspirational Instagram 

Infographics have promised her. She has 

left her job as a receptionist at a 

veterinary clinic, has published successful books and has 

been friendzoned by Hollywood, left Chicago, and moved 

into a house with a garden that requires repairs and 

know-how with her wife in a Blue town in the middle of a 

Red state where she now hosts book clubs and makes 

mason jar salads. This is the bourgeois life of a Hallmark 

Channel dream. She goes on bad dates with new friends, 

spends weeks in Los Angeles taking meetings with "tv 

executives slash amateur astrologers" while being a 

"cheese fry-eating slightly damp Midwest person," "with 

neck pain and no cartilage in [her] knees," who still hides 

past due bills under her pillow. 

 

The essays in this collection draw on the raw, hilarious 

particulars of Irby's new life. Wow, No Thank You. is Irby 

at her most unflinching, riotous, and relatable. 

 

Reclaiming Her Time: The Power of 

Maxine Waters 

by Helena Andrews-Dyer [Biography 

Waters] 

 

"Let me just say this: I'm a strong black 
woman, and I cannot be intimidated. I cannot be 
undermined. I cannot be thought to be afraid of Bill 
O'Reilly or anyone."--Maxine Waters  
 
To millions nationwide, Congresswoman Maxine Waters is 
a hero of the resistance and an icon, serving eye rolls, 
withering looks, and sharp retorts to any who dare waste 
her time on nonsense. But behind the Auntie Maxine 
meme is a seasoned public servant and she's not here to 
play. Throughout her forty years in public service and 
eighty years on earth, U.S. Representative for California's 
43rd district has been a role model, a crusader for justice, 
a game-changer, a trailblazer, and an advocate for the 
marginalized who has long defied her critics, including her 
most vocal detractor, Donald J. Trump. And she's just 
getting started.  
 
From her anti-apartheid work and support of affirmative 
action to her passionate opposition to the Iraq War and 
calls to hold Trump to account, you can count on Auntie 
Maxine to speak truth to power and do it with grace and, 
sometimes, sass. As ranking member of the House 
Financial Services Committee and one of the most 
powerful black women in America, she is the strong, 
ethical voice the country has always needed, especially 
right now. 
 
Reclaiming Her Time pays tribute to all things Maxine 
Waters, from growing up in St. Louis "too skinny" and 
"too black," to taking on Wall Street during the financial 
crisis and coming out on top in her legendary showdowns 
with Trump and his cronies. Featuring inspiring highlights 
from her personal life and political career, beloved 
memes, and testimonies from her many friends and fans, 
Reclaiming Her Time is a funny, warm, and admiring 
portrait of a champion who refuses to stay silent in the 
face of corruption and injustice; a powerful woman who is 
an inspiration to us all. 
 

https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=wow+no+thank+you+irby&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=reclaiming+her+time+helena&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=reclaiming+her+time+helena&te=


Black Futures 

by Kimberly Drew [305.8 AfrYb] 

 

Kimberly Drew and Jenna Wortham 

have brought together this collection of 

work--images, photos, essays, memes, 

dialogues, recipes, tweets, poetry, and 

more--to tell the story of the radical, imaginative, 

provocative, and gorgeous world that Black creators are 

bringing forth today. The book presents a succession of 

startling and beautiful pieces that generate an entrancing 

rhythm: Readers will go from conversations with activists 

and academics to memes and Instagram posts, from 

powerful essays to dazzling paintings and insightful 

infographics. 

 

In answering the question of what it means to be Black 

and alive, Black Futures opens a prismatic vision of 

possibility for every reader. 

 

The Butterfly Effect: How Kendrick 

Lamar Ignited the Soul of Black America 

by Marcus J. Moore [Biography Lamar] 

 

Kendrick Lamar is at the top of his 

game. 

 

The thirteen-time Grammy Award-

winning rapper is just in his early thirties, but he's already 

won the Pulitzer Prize for Music, produced and curated 

the soundtrack of the megahit film Black Panther, and has 

been named one of Time's 100 Influential People. But 

what's even more striking about the Compton-born 

lyricist and performer is how he's established himself as a 

formidable adversary of oppression and force for change. 

Through his confessional poetics, his politically charged 

anthems, and his radical performances, Lamar has 

become a beacon of light for countless people. 

 

Written by veteran journalist and music critic Marcus J. 

Moore, this is the first biography of Kendrick Lamar. It's 

the definitive account of his coming-of-age as an artist, his 

resurrection of two languishing genres (bebop and jazz), 

his profound impact on a racially fraught America, and his 

emergence as the bona fide King of Rap. 

 

The Butterfly Effect is the extraordinary, triumphant story 

of a modern lyrical prophet and an American icon who 

has given hope to those buckling under the weight of 

systemic oppression, reminding everyone that through it 

all--"we gon' be alright."  

 

Invisible Men: The Trailblazing Black 

Artists of Comic Books 

by Ken Quattro [741.59 Qua] 

 

The life stories of each man's personal 

struggles and triumphs are represented 

as they broke through into a world 

formerly occupied only by whites. Using primary source 

material from World War II-era Black newspapers and 

magazines, this compelling book profiles pioneers like E.C. 

Stoner, a descendant of one of George Washington's 

slaves, who became a renowned fine artist of the Harlem 

Renaissance and the first Black artist to draw comic 

books. Perhaps more fascinating is Owen Middleton who 

was sentenced to life in Sing. Middleton's imprisonment 

became a cause celebre championed by Will Durant, 

which led to Middleton's release and subsequent comics 

career. Then there is Matt Baker, the most revered of the 

Black artists, whose exquisite art spotlights stunning 

women and men, and who drew the first groundbreaking 

Black comic book hero, Vooda! 

 

The book is gorgeously illustrated with rare examples of 

each artist's work, including full stories from mainstream 

comic books from rare titles like All-Negro Comics and 

Negro Heroes, plus unpublished artist's photos. Invisible 

Men features Ken Quattro's impeccable research and lean 

writing detailing the social and cultural environments that 

formed these extraordinary, yet invisible, men! 

 

This is Major: Notes on Diana Ross, Dark 

Girls, and Being Dope 

by Shayla Lawson [Biography Lawson] 

 
From a fierce and humorous new voice 
comes a relevant, insightful, and riveting 
collection of personal essays on the 
richness and resilience of black girl 

culture--for readers of Samantha Irby, Roxane Gay, 
Morgan Jerkins, and Lindy West.  
 
Shayla Lawson is major. You don't know who she is. Yet. 
But that's okay. She is on a mission to move black girls like 
herself from best supporting actress to a starring role in 
the major narrative. Whether she's taking on workplace 
microaggressions or upending racist stereotypes about 
her home state of Kentucky, she looks for the side of the 
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story that isn't always told, the places where the voices of 
black girls haven't been heard. 
 
The essays in This is Major ask questions like: Why are 
black women invisible to AI? What is "black girl magic"? 
Or: Am I one viral tweet away from becoming Twitter 
famous? And: How much magic does it take to land a 
Tinder date? 
 
With a unique mix of personal stories, pop culture 
observations, and insights into politics and history, 
Lawson sheds light on these questions, as well as the 
many ways black women and girls have influenced 
mainstream culture--from their style, to their language, 
and even their art--and how "major" they really are. 
Timely, enlightening, and wickedly sharp, This Is Major 
places black women at the center--no longer silenced, no 
longer the minority. 

 
Broken Places & Outer Spaces: Finding 

Creativity in the Unexpected 

by Nnedi Okorafor [Biography Okorafor] 

 

Nnedi Okorafor was never supposed to 

be paralyzed. A college track star and 

budding entomologist, Nnedi's lifelong 

battle with scoliosis was just a bump in her plan--

something a simple operation would easily correct. But 

when Nnedi wakes from the surgery to find she can't 

move her legs, her entire sense of self begins to waver. 

Confined to a hospital bed for months, unusual things 

begin to happen. Psychedelic bugs crawl her hospital 

walls; strange dreams visit her nightly. Nnedi begins to 

put these experiences into writing, conjuring up strange, 

fantastical stories. What Nnedi discovers during her 

confinement would prove to be the key to her life as a 

successful science fiction author: In science fiction, when 

something breaks, something greater often emerges from 

the cracks. 

 

In Broken Places & Outer Spaces, Nnedi takes the reader 

on a journey from her hospital bed deep into her 

memories, from her painful first experiences with racism 

as a child in Chicago to her powerful visits to her parents' 

hometown in Nigeria. From Frida Kahlo to Mary Shelly, 

she examines great artists and writers who have pushed 

through their limitations, using hardship to fuel their 

work. Through these compelling stories and her own, 

Nnedi reveals a universal truth: What we perceive as 

limitations have the potential to become our greatest 

strengths--far greater than when we were unbroken. 

 

A guidebook for anyone eager to understand how their 

limitations might actually be used as a creative 

springboard, Broken Places & Outer Spaces is an inspiring 

look at how to open up new windows in your mind. 

 

The Last Black Unicorn 

by Tiffany Haddish [Biography Haddish] 

 

From stand-up comedian, actress, and 

breakout star of Girls Trip, Tiffany 

Haddish, comes The Last Black Unicorn, 

a sidesplitting, hysterical, edgy, and 

unflinching collection of (extremely) 

personal essays, as fearless as the author herself. 

 

Growing up in one of the poorest neighborhoods of South 

Central Los Angeles, Tiffany learned to survive by making 

people laugh. If she could do that, then her classmates 

would let her copy their homework, the other foster kids 

she lived with wouldn't beat her up, and she might even 

get a boyfriend. Or at least she could make enough 

money--as the paid school mascot and in-demand Bar 

Mitzvah hype woman--to get her hair and nails done, so 

then she might get a boyfriend. 

 

None of that worked (and she's still single), but it allowed 

Tiffany to imagine a place for herself where she could do 

something she loved for a living: comedy. 

 

Tiffany can't avoid being funny--it's just who she is, 

whether she's plotting shocking, jaw-dropping revenge on 

an ex-boyfriend or learning how to handle her newfound 

fame despite still having a broke person's mind-set. Finally 

poised to become a household name, she recounts with 

heart and humor how she came from nothing and 

nowhere to achieve her dreams by owning, sharing, and 

using her pain to heal others. 

 

By turns hilarious, filthy, and brutally honest, The Last 

Black Unicorn shows the world who Tiffany Haddish really 

is--humble, grateful, down-to-earth, and funny as hell. 

And now, she's ready to inspire others through the power 

of laughter. 
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This is Just My Face: Try Not to Stare 

by Gabourey Sidibe [Biography Sidibe] 

 

Gabourey Sidibe--"Gabby" to her legion 

of fans--skyrocketed to international 

fame in 2009 when she played the 

leading role in Lee Daniels's 

acclaimed movie Precious. In This Is Just 

My Face, she shares a one-of-a-kind life story in a voice 

as fresh and challenging as many of the unique characters 

she's played onscreen. With full-throttle 

honesty, Sidibe paints her Bed-Stuy/Harlem family life 

with a polygamous father and a gifted mother who 

supports her two children by singing in the subway. 

Sidibe tells the engrossing, inspiring story of her first job 

as a phone sex "talker." And she shares her 

unconventional (of course!) rise to fame as a movie star, 

alongside "a superstar cast of rich people who lived in 

mansions and had their own private islands and amazing 

careers while I lived in my mom's apartment."  

  

Sidibe's memoir hits hard with self-

knowing dispatches on friendship, depression, celebrity, 

haters, fashion, race, and weight ("If I could just get the 

world to see me the way I see myself," she writes, "would 

my body still be a thing you walked away thinking 

about?"). Irreverent, hilarious, and untraditional, This Is 

Just My Face will resonate with anyone who has ever felt 

different, and with anyone who has ever felt inspired to 

make a dream come true. 

 

The Misadventures of Awkward Black 

Girl 

by Issa Rae [Biography Rae] 

 

In the bestselling tradition of Sloane 

Crosley's I Was Told There'd Be Cake 

and Mindy Kaling's Is Everyone Hanging 

Out Without Me?, a collection of 

humorous essays on what it's like to be unabashedly 

awkward in a world that regards introverts as hapless 

misfits, and black as cool. 

 

My name is "J" and I'm awkward-and black. Someone 

once told me those were the two worst things anyone 

could be. That someone was right. Where do I start? 

 

Being an introvert in a world that glorifies cool isn't easy. 

But when Issa Rae, the creator of the Shorty Award-

winning hit series "The Misadventures of Awkward Black 

Girl," is that introvert-whether she's navigating love, 

work, friendships, or "rapping"-it sure is entertaining. 

Now, in this debut collection of essays written in her witty 

and self-deprecating voice, Rae covers everything from 

cybersexing in the early days of the Internet to deflecting 

unsolicited comments on weight gain, from navigating the 

perils of eating out alone and public displays of affection 

to learning to accept yourself-natural hair and all. 

 

A reflection on her own unique experiences as a cyber 

pioneer yet universally appealing, The Misadventures of 

Awkward Black Girl is a book no one-awkward or cool, 

black, white, or other-will want to miss. 

 

You Can’t Touch My Hair; and Other 

Things I Still Have to Explain 

by Phoebe Robinson [Biography 

Robinson] 

 

A hilarious and timely essay collection 

about race, gender, and pop culture 

from upcoming comedy superstar and 2 

Dope Queens podcaster Phoebe Robinson 

 

Being a black woman in America means contending with 

old prejudices and fresh absurdities every day. Comedian 

Phoebe Robinson has experienced her fair share over the 

years- she's been unceremoniously relegated to the role 

of "the black friend," as if she is somehow the authority 

on all things racial; she's been questioned about her love 

of U2 and Billy Joel ("isn't that . . . white people music?"); 

she's been called "uppity" for having an opinion in the 

workplace; she's been followed around stores by security 

guards; and yes, people do ask her whether they can 

touch her hair all. the. time. Now, she's ready to take 

these topics to the page-and she's going to make you 

laugh as she's doing it. 

 

Using her trademark wit alongside pop-culture references 

galore, Robinson explores everything from why Lisa Bonet 

is "Queen. Bae. Jesus," to breaking down the terrible 

nature of casting calls, to giving her less-than-traditional 

advice to the future female president, and demanding 

that the NFL clean up its act, all told in the same 

conversational voice that launched her podcast, 2 Dope 

Queens, to the top spot on iTunes. As personal as it is 

political, You Can't Touch My Hair examines our cultural 

https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=this+just+face+sidibe&te=
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climate and skewers our biases with humor and heart, 

announcing Robinson as a writer on the rise. 

 

 

This booklist created for 
Black History Month – February 2021 

 

 
 

Lincoln City Libraries – Lincoln, Nebraska 
Gere Branch staff 

 


