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Black Girls Rock! Owning Our Magic, 

Rocking Our Truth 

by Beverly Bond [305.4 Bla] 

 

Fueled by the insights of women of 

diverse backgrounds, including Michelle 

Obama, Angela Davis, Shonda Rhimes, 

Misty Copeland Yara Shahidi, and Mary J. Blige, this book 

is a celebration of black women's voices and experiences 

that will become a collector's items for generations to 

come. 

 

Maxine Waters shares the personal fulfillment of service. 

Moguls Cathy Hughes, Suzanne Shank, and Serena 

Williams recount stories of steadfastness, determination, 

diligence, dedication and the will to win. Erykah Badu, 

Toshi Reagon, Mickalane Thomas, Solange Knowles-

Ferguson, and Rihanna offer insights on creativity and 

how they use it to stay in tune with their magic. 

Pioneering writers Rebecca Walker, Melissa Harris-Perry, 

and Joan Morgan speak on modern-day black feminist 

thought. Lupita Nyong'o, Susan Taylor, and Bethann 

Hardison affirm the true essence of holistic beauty. And 

Iyanla Vanzant reinforces Black Girl Magic in her powerful 

pledge. Through these and dozens of other unforgettable 

testimonies, Black Girls Rock! is an ode to black girl 

ambition, self-love, empowerment, and healing. 

 

Pairing inspirational essays and affirmations with lush, 

newly commissioned and classic photography, Black Girls 

Rock!: Owning Our Magic and Rocking Our Truth is not 

only a one-of-a-kind celebration of the diversity, fortitude, 

and spirituality of black women but also a foundational 

text that will energize and empower every reader. 

 

Here For It: Or, How to Save Your Soul in 

America: Essays 

by Eric R. Thomas [Biography Thomas] 

 

R. Eric Thomas didn't know he was 

different until the world told him so. 

Everywhere he went--whether it was his 

rich, mostly white, suburban high 

school, his conservative black church, or his Ivy League 

college in a big city--he found himself on the outside 

looking in. 

 

In essays by turns hysterical and heartfelt, Thomas 

reexamines what it means to be an "other" through the 

lens of his own life experience. He explores the two 

worlds of his childhood: the barren urban landscape 

where his parents' house was an anomalous bright spot, 

and the Eden-like school they sent him to in white 

suburbia. He writes about struggling to reconcile his 

Christian identity with his sexuality, the exhaustion of 

code-switching in college, accidentally getting famous on 

the internet (for the wrong reason), and the surreal 

experience of covering the 2016 election for Elle online, 

and the seismic changes that came thereafter. Ultimately, 

Thomas seeks the answer to these ever more relevant 

questions: Is the future worth it? Why do we bother when 

everything seems to be getting worse? As the world 

continues to shift in unpredictable ways, Thomas finds the 

answers to these questions by reenvisioning what 

"normal" means and in the powerful alchemy that occurs 

when you at last place yourself at the center of your own 

story. 

 

Here for It will resonate deeply and joyfully with everyone 

who has ever felt pushed to the margins, struggled with 

self-acceptance, or wished to shine more brightly in a 

dark world. Stay here for it--the future 

may surprise you. 

 

Wow, No Thank You: Essays 

by Samantha Irby [Biography Irby] 

 

Irby is forty, and increasingly 

uncomfortable in her own skin despite 

what Inspirational Instagram Infographics have promised 

her. She has left her job as a receptionist at a veterinary 

clinic, has published successful books and has been 

friendzoned by Hollywood, left Chicago, and moved into a 

house with a garden that requires repairs and know-how 

with her wife in a Blue town in the middle of a Red state 

where she now hosts book clubs and makes mason jar 

salads. This is the bourgeois life of a Hallmark Channel 

dream. She goes on bad dates with new friends, spends 
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weeks in Los Angeles taking meetings with "tv executives 

slash amateur astrologers" while being a "cheese fry-

eating slightly damp Midwest person," "with neck pain 

and no cartilage in [her] knees," who still hides past due 

bills under her pillow. 

 

The essays in this collection draw on the raw, hilarious 

particulars of Irby's new life. Wow, No Thank You. is Irby 

at her most unflinching, riotous, and relatable. 

 

Insecure: The Complete First Season 

by Issa Rae [DVD Insecure] 

 

A comedy series which follows best 
friends Issa and Molly as they navigate 
the tricky professional and personal 
terrain of Los Angeles while facing the 
challenges of being two black women 

who defy all stereotypes. Insecure explores the black 
female experience in a subtle, witty, and authentic way, 
as Issa and Molly stumble their way toward pulling their 
lives together while trying their hardest to never settle for 
less. 
 

Queen & Slim 

by Daniel Kaluuya [DVD Queen] 

 

While on a forgettable first date 

together in Ohio, a black man and a 

black woman, are pulled over for a 

minor traffic infraction. The situation 

escalates, with sudden and tragic 

results, when the man kills the police officer in self-

defense. Terrified and in fear for their lives, the man, a 

retail employee, and the woman, a criminal defense 

lawyer, are forced to go on the run. But the incident is 

captured on video and goes viral, and the couple 

unwittingly becomes a symbol of trauma. 

 

Reclaiming Her Time: The Power of 

Maxine Waters 

by Helena Andrews-Dyer [Biography 

Waters] 

"Let me just say this: I'm a strong black 
woman, and I cannot be intimidated. I 
cannot be undermined. I cannot be 

thought to be afraid of Bill O'Reilly or anyone."--Maxine 
Waters  
 
To millions nationwide, Congresswoman Maxine Waters is 
a hero of the resistance and an icon, serving eye rolls, 

withering looks, and sharp retorts to any who dare waste 
her time on nonsense. But behind the Auntie Maxine 
meme is a seasoned public servant and she's not here to 
play. Throughout her forty years in public service and 
eighty years on earth, U.S. Representative for California's 
43rd district has been a role model, a crusader for justice, 
a game-changer, a trailblazer, and an advocate for the 
marginalized who has long defied her critics, including her 
most vocal detractor, Donald J. Trump. And she's just 
getting started.  
 
From her anti-apartheid work and support of affirmative 
action to her passionate opposition to the Iraq War and 
calls to hold Trump to account, you can count on Auntie 
Maxine to speak truth to power and do it with grace and, 
sometimes, sass. As ranking member of the House 
Financial Services Committee and one of the most 
powerful black women in America, she is the strong, 
ethical voice the country has always needed, especially 
right now. 
 
Reclaiming Her Time pays tribute to all things Maxine 
Waters, from growing up in St. Louis "too skinny" and 
"too black," to taking on Wall Street during the financial 
crisis and coming out on top in her legendary showdowns 
with Trump and his cronies. Featuring inspiring highlights 
from her personal life and political career, beloved 
memes, and testimonies from her many friends and fans, 
Reclaiming Her Time is a funny, warm, and admiring 
portrait of a champion who refuses to stay silent in the 
face of corruption and injustice; a powerful woman who is 
an inspiration to us all. 
 

Black Futures 

by Kimberly Drew [305.8 AfrYb] 

 

Kimberly Drew and Jenna Wortham 

have brought together this collection of 

work--images, photos, essays, memes, 

dialogues, recipes, tweets, poetry, and 

more--to tell the story of the radical, imaginative, 

provocative, and gorgeous world that Black creators are 

bringing forth today. The book presents a succession of 

startling and beautiful pieces that generate an entrancing 

rhythm: Readers will go from conversations with activists 

and academics to memes and Instagram posts, from 

powerful essays to dazzling paintings and insightful 

infographics. 

 

In answering the question of what it means to be Black 

and alive, Black Futures opens a prismatic vision of 

possibility for every reader. 
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The Butterfly Effect: How Kendrick 

Lamar Ignited the Soul of Black America 

by Marcus J. Moore [Biography Lamar] 

 

Kendrick Lamar is at the top of his 

game. 

 

The thirteen-time Grammy Award-

winning rapper is just in his early thirties, but he's already 

won the Pulitzer Prize for Music, produced and curated 

the soundtrack of the megahit film Black Panther, and has 

been named one of Time's 100 Influential People. But 

what's even more striking about the Compton-born 

lyricist and performer is how he's established himself as a 

formidable adversary of oppression and force for change. 

Through his confessional poetics, his politically charged 

anthems, and his radical performances, Lamar has 

become a beacon of light for countless people. 

 

Written by veteran journalist and music critic Marcus J. 

Moore, this is the first biography of Kendrick Lamar. It's 

the definitive account of his coming-of-age as an artist, his 

resurrection of two languishing genres (bebop and jazz), 

his profound impact on a racially fraught America, and his 

emergence as the bona fide King of Rap. 

 

The Butterfly Effect is the extraordinary, triumphant story 

of a modern lyrical prophet and an American icon who 

has given hope to those buckling under the weight of 

systemic oppression, reminding everyone that through it 

all--"we gon' be alright." 

 

Bessie Stringfield 

by Joel Christian Gill [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Gill] 

 

Imagine a five-foot-two-inch-tall woman 

riding a Harley eight times across the 

continental United States. Now imagine 

she is black and is journeying across the country in the 

pre-Civil Rights era of the 1930s and '40s. That is the 

amazing true story of Bessie Stringfield, the woman 

known today as The Motorcycle Queen of Miami and the 

first black woman to be inducted into the American 

Motorcyclist Association Hall of Fame and the Harley 

Davidson Hall of Fame. Stringfield was a pioneer in 

motorcycling during her lifetime; she rode as a civilian 

courier for the US military and founded the Iron Horse 

Motorcycle Club in Miami, all while confronting and 

overcoming Jim Crow in every ride. 

 

Bass Reeves 

by Joel Christian Gill [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Gill] 

 

Tales of the Talented Tenth, Volume One 

tells the story of Bass Reeves, an 

escaped slave who became one of the 

most successful lawman of the old west. Volume I 

chronicles his life from winning shooting matches in early 

childhood to traveling with his master, living with Native 

Americans in Indian Territory, and finally becoming a U.S. 

Marshal. 

 

Ironheart: Riri Williams 

by Brian Michael Bendis [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Bendis] 

 

A new Iron Age begins! And from the 

streets of Chicago, an armoured hero 

rises! Clad in her very own high tech 

suit, Riri Williams is ready to show the 

world what she can do as the self-made hero of 

tomorrow. But is she ready for all the problems that come 

with stepping into Iron Man's boots? Like her first big 

Marvel villain! The laundry list of criminals looking to 

destroy Tony Stark's legacy! And that other guy also 

running around as Iron Man! As Riri's adventures go viral, 

she soon claims her own alter ego: Ironheart! But her 

idealism is put to the test by a world she doesn't yet 

understand - and a headstrong Tony Stark A.I. that thinks 

he knows best! How far will Riri go to do what she knows 

is right? 

 

Aya: Life In Yop City 

by Marguerite Abouet [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Abouet] 

 

Ivory Coast, 1978. It's a golden time, 

and the nation, too-an oasis of affluence 

and stability in West Africa-seems 

fueled by something wondrous. Aya is loosely based upon 

Marguerite Abouet's youth in Yop City. It is the story of 

the studious and clear-sighted nineteen-year-old Aya, her 

easygoing friends Adjoua and Bintou, and their meddling 

relatives and neighbors. It's a wryly funny, breezy account 
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of the simple pleasures and private troubles of everyday 

life in Yop City. 

 

Bingo Love, Volume 1 

by Tee Franklin [741.5 Fra] 

 

When Hazel Johnson and Mari 

McCraymet at church bingo in 1963, it 

was love at first sight. Forced apart by 

their families and society, Hazel and 

Mari both married young men and had 

families. Decades later, now in their mid-'60s, Hazel and 

Mari reunite again at a church bingo hall. Realizing their 

love for each other is still alive, what these grandmothers 

do next takes absolute strength and courage. 

 

Josephine Baker 

by Jose Louis Bouquet [Music 781.64 

Bak] 

 

Josephine Baker (1906-1975) was 

nineteen years old when she found 

herself in Paris for the first time in 1925. 

Overnight, the young American dancer became the idol of 

the Roaring Twenties, captivating Picasso, Cocteau, Le 

Corbusier, and Simenon. In the liberating atmosphere of 

the 1930s, Baker rose to fame as the first black star on the 

world stage, from London to Vienna, Alexandria to 

Buenos Aires. After World War II, and her time in the 

French Resistance, Baker devoted herself to the struggle 

against racial segregation, publicly battling the 

humiliations she had for so long suffered personally. She 

led by example, and over the course of the 1950s adopted 

twelve orphans of different ethnic backgrounds: a 

veritable Rainbow Tribe. A victim of racism throughout 

her life, Josephine Baker would sing of love and liberty 

until the day she died. 

 

Invisible Men: The Trailblazing Black 

Artists of Comic Books 

by Ken Quattro [741.59 Qua] 

 

The life stories of each man's personal 

struggles and triumphs are represented 

as they broke through into a world 

formerly occupied only by whites. Using primary source 

material from World War II-era Black newspapers and 

magazines, this compelling book profiles pioneers like E.C. 

Stoner, a descendant of one of George Washington's 

slaves, who became a renowned fine artist of the Harlem 

Renaissance and the first Black artist to draw comic 

books. Perhaps more fascinating is Owen Middleton who 

was sentenced to life in Sing. Middleton's imprisonment 

became a cause celebre championed by Will Durant, 

which led to Middleton's release and subsequent comics 

career. Then there is Matt Baker, the most revered of the 

Black artists, whose exquisite art spotlights stunning 

women and men, and who drew the first groundbreaking 

Black comic book hero, Vooda! 

 

The book is gorgeously illustrated with rare examples of 

each artist's work, including full stories from mainstream 

comic books from rare titles like All-Negro Comics and 

Negro Heroes, plus unpublished artist's photos. Invisible 

Men features Ken Quattro's impeccable research and lean 

writing detailing the social and cultural environments that 

formed these extraordinary, yet invisible, men! 

 

Home 

[DVD j Home] 

 

A lovable misfit from another planet 

meets a girl named Tip. The two unlikely 

friends embark on the greatest journey 

of all time. Based upon the novel "The 

True Meaning of Smekday" by Adam 

Rex. 

 

Hot Comb 

by Ebony Flowers [741.5 Flo] 

 

An auspicious debut examining the 

culture of hair from the Rona Jaffe 

Foundation award-winning cartoonist, 

Hot Comb offers a poignant glimpse into 

Black women's lives and coming of age stories as seen 

across a crowded, ammonia-scented hair salon while 

ladies gossip and bond over the burn. The titular story 

"Hot Comb" is about a young girl's first perm - a doomed 

ploy to look cool and to stop seeming "too white" in the 

all-black neighborhood her family has just moved to. In 

"Virgin Hair" taunts of "tender-headed" sting as much as 

the perm itself. It's a scenario that repeats fifteen years 

later as an adult when, tired of the maintenance, Flowers 

shaves her head only to be hurled new put-downs. The 

story "My Lil Sister Lena" traces the stress resulting from 

being the only black player on a white softball team. Her 

hair is the team curio, an object to touched, a subject to 
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be discussed and debated at the will of her teammates, 

leading Lena to develop an anxiety disorder of pulling her 

own hair out. Among the series of cultural touchpoints 

that make you both laugh and cry, Flowers recreates 

classic magazines ads idealizing women's needs for hair 

relaxers and product. "Change your hair form to fit your 

life form" and "Kinks and Koils Forever" call customers 

from the page. Realizations about race, class, and the 

imperfections of identity swirl through Flowers' stories 

and ads, which are by turns sweet, insightful, and 

heartbreaking. Flowers began drawing comics while 

earning her PhD, and her early mastery of sequential 

storytelling is nothing short of sublime. From her black 

and white drawings to her color construction paper 

collages, Hot Comb is a propitious display of talent from a 

new cartoonist who has already made her mark.  

 

Shuri, Volume 1: The Search for Black 

Panther 

by Nnedi Okorafor [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Okorafor] 

 

The world fell in love with her in the 

movie. Now, the Black Panther's techno-

genius sister launches her own 

adventures written by best-selling Afro futurist author 

Nnedi Okorafor and drawn by Eisner nominated artist 

Leonardo Romero! The Black Panther has disappeared, 

lost on a mission in space. And in his absence, everyone's 

looking at the next in line for the throne. But Shuri is 

happiest in a lab, surrounded by gadgets of her own 

creation. She'd rather be testing gauntlets than throwing 

them. But a nation without a leader is a vulnerable one - 

and Shuri may have to choose between Wakanda's 

welfare and her own. Collecting: Shuri 1-5. 

 

Strange Fruit: Uncelebrated Narratives 

From Black History 

by Joel Christian Gill [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Gill] 

 

Strange Fruit Volume I is a collection of 

stories from early African American 

history that represent the oddity of success in the face of 

great adversity. Each of the nine illustrated chapters 

chronicles an uncelebrated African American hero or 

event. From the adventures of lawman Bass Reeves, to 

Henry "Box" Brown's daring escape from slavery. 

 

Strange Fruit, Vol II: More Uncelebrated 

Narratives From Black History 

by Joel Christian Gill [YA PB (Graphic 

Novel) Gill] 

 

Like all legends, people fade away, but 

not before leaving an incredible legacy. 

Strange Fruit, Volume II: More Uncelebrated Narratives 

from Black History is a collection of stories from early 

African American history that represent the oddity of 

success in the face of great adversity. Each of the eight 

illustrated chapters chronicles an uncelebrated African 

American hero or event. Joel Christian Gill offers historical 

and cultural commentary on heroes whose stories are not 

often found in history books, such as Cathay Williams, the 

only known female Buffalo Soldier, and Eugene Bullard, a 

fighter pilot who flew for France during World War I. 

These beautifully illustrated stories offer a refreshing look 

at remarkable African Americans.  

 

The stories included in Volume II are: Jourdan Anderson 

who requested payment from his former slave owner; 

Stagecoach Mary Fields, the first African-American female 

star route mail carrier; Willie Kennard, the Sheriff of the 

Colorado gold mining town of Yankee Hill; Cathay 

Williams, the only known female Buffalo Soldier; Blind 

Tom Wiggins, an autistic musical prodigy; Millie and 

Christine McCoy, conjoined twins known as "The Two-

Headed Nightingale"; Victor Green, the creator and 

publisher of "The Green Book for the Negro Motorist"; 

and Eugene Bullard, a fighter pilot who flew for France 

during WWI. 

 

The Banks 

by Roxane Gay [741.5 Gay] 

 

For fifty years the women of the Banks 

family have been the most successful 

thieves in Chicago by following one 

simple rule: never get greedy. But when 

the youngest Banks stumbles upon the 

heist of a lifetime, the potential windfall may be enough 

to bring three generations of thieves together for one 

incredible score and the chance to avenge a loved one 

taken too soon. 

 

https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=hot+comb&te=#less
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=shuri+search+volume+1+okorafor&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=shuri+search+volume+1+okorafor&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=uncelebrated+narratives+from+black+history+gill&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=uncelebrated+narratives+from+black+history+gill&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=more+uncelebrated+narratives+gill&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=more+uncelebrated+narratives+gill&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=banks+roxane+gay&te=


This is Major: Notes on Diana Ross, Dark 

Girls, and Being Dope 

by Shayla Lawson [Biography Lawson] 

 
From a fierce and humorous new voice 
comes a relevant, insightful, and riveting 
collection of personal essays on the 
richness and resilience of black girl 

culture--for readers of Samantha Irby, Roxane Gay, 
Morgan Jerkins, and Lindy West.  
 
Shayla Lawson is major. You don't know who she is. Yet. 
But that's okay. She is on a mission to move black girls like 
herself from best supporting actress to a starring role in 
the major narrative. Whether she's taking on workplace 
microaggressions or upending racist stereotypes about 
her home state of Kentucky, she looks for the side of the 
story that isn't always told, the places where the voices of 
black girls haven't been heard. 
 
The essays in This is Major ask questions like: Why are 
black women invisible to AI? What is "black girl magic"? 
Or: Am I one viral tweet away from becoming Twitter 
famous? And: How much magic does it take to land a 
Tinder date? 
 
With a unique mix of personal stories, pop culture 
observations, and insights into politics and history, 
Lawson sheds light on these questions, as well as the 
many ways black women and girls have influenced 
mainstream culture--from their style, to their language, 
and even their art--and how "major" they really are. 
Timely, enlightening, and wickedly sharp, This Is Major 
places black women at the center--no longer silenced, no 
longer the minority. 
 

Black Panther: A Nation Under Our Feet, 

Book 1 

by Ta-Nehisi Coates [YA PB Coates] 

 

MacArthur Genius and National Book 

Award-winner T- Nehisi Coates 

(Between the World and Me) takes the 

helm, confronting T'Challa with a 

dramatic upheaval in Wakanda. When a superhuman 

terrorist group that calls itself The People sparks a violent 

uprising, the land famed for its incredible technology and 

proud warrior traditions will be thrown into turmoil. If 

Wakanda is to survive, it must adapt - but can its monarch 

survive the necessary change? Collecting: Black Panther 1-

4. 

 

Black Panther 

[DVD Black] 

 

King T'Challa returns home to the 
isolated, technologically advanced 
African nation of Wakanda to serve as 
new leader. However, T'Challa soon 
finds that he is challenged for the 

throne from divisions within his own country. When two 
enemies conspire to destroy Wakanda, the hero known as 
Black Panther must join forces with C.I.A. agent Everett K. 
Ross and members of the Wakandan Special Forces, to 
prevent Wakanda from being drawn into a world war. 
 

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse 

[j DVD Spider] 

 

Miles Morales is the new Spider-Man 
but must also walk the balance between 
his personal high school & family life 
and his life as a superhero. While being 

Spider-Man, he becomes familiar with the Spider-Verse, 
where there are endless variations on Spider-Man. One of 
the Spider-Man variations living inside the Spider-Verse is 
Spider-Man, Peter Parker, who guides Miles in his journey 
as the new Spider-Man and introduces him to the 
multitude of other Spider-Men, including Spider-Man Noir 
and Spider-Ham. All of the various Spider-Men will have 
to band together when villains threaten the safety of the 
Spider-Verse and of the world itself. 
 

The Wiz 

[DVD Wiz] 

 

Ease on down the yellow-brick road 

with The Wiz, starring superstars Diana 

Ross and Michael Jackson! Relive all of 

the magic of this beloved musical when 

Dorothy is whisked away to the 

enchanting wonderland of Oz, where she encounters the 

Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Lion. The Wiz features 

spectacular musical numbers from legendary producer 

Quincy Jones and an all-star cast including Lena Horne, 

Richard Pryor, Nipsey Russell and Ted Ross. 
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Get On Up: The James Brown Story 

[DVD Get] 

 

Based on the incredible life story of the 

Godfather of Soul, the film will give a 

fearless look inside the music, moves 

and moods of Brown, taking audiences 

on the journey from his impoverished 

childhood to his evolution into one of the most influential 

figures of the 20th century. 

 

Step 

by Paula Dofat [DVD 793.3 Ste] 

 

The senior year of a girls' high school 
step dance team against the 
background of inner city Baltimore. 
Empowered by their teachers, coaches, 

families, and each other, they strive to win a 
championship and go to college. 
 

The Last Black Unicorn 

by Tiffany Haddish [Biography Haddish] 

 

From stand-up comedian, actress, and 

breakout star of Girls Trip, Tiffany 

Haddish, comes The Last Black Unicorn, 

a sidesplitting, hysterical, edgy, and 

unflinching collection of (extremely) 

personal essays, as fearless as the author herself. 

 

Growing up in one of the poorest neighborhoods of South 

Central Los Angeles, Tiffany learned to survive by making 

people laugh. If she could do that, then her classmates 

would let her copy their homework, the other foster kids 

she lived with wouldn't beat her up, and she might even 

get a boyfriend. Or at least she could make enough 

money--as the paid school mascot and in-demand Bar 

Mitzvah hype woman--to get her hair and nails done, so 

then she might get a boyfriend. 

 

None of that worked (and she's still single), but it allowed 

Tiffany to imagine a place for herself where she could do 

something she loved for a living: comedy. 

 

Tiffany can't avoid being funny--it's just who she is, 

whether she's plotting shocking, jaw-dropping revenge on 

an ex-boyfriend or learning how to handle her newfound 

fame despite still having a broke person's mind-set. Finally 

poised to become a household name, she recounts with 

heart and humor how she came from nothing and 

nowhere to achieve her dreams by owning, sharing, and 

using her pain to heal others. 

 

By turns hilarious, filthy, and brutally honest, The Last 

Black Unicorn shows the world who Tiffany Haddish really 

is--humble, grateful, down-to-earth, and funny as hell. 

And now, she's ready to inspire others through the power 

of laughter. 

 

This is Just My Face: Try Not to Stare 

by Gabourey Sidibe [Biography Sidibe] 

 

Gabourey Sidibe--"Gabby" to her legion 

of fans--skyrocketed to international 

fame in 2009 when she played the 

leading role in Lee Daniels's 

acclaimed movie Precious. In This Is Just 

My Face, she shares a one-of-a-kind life story in a voice 

as fresh and challenging as many of the unique characters 

she's played onscreen. With full-throttle 

honesty, Sidibe paints her Bed-Stuy/Harlem family life 

with a polygamous father and a gifted mother who 

supports her two children by singing in the subway. 

Sidibe tells the engrossing, inspiring story of her first job 

as a phone sex "talker." And she shares her 

unconventional (of course!) rise to fame as a movie star, 

alongside "a superstar cast of rich people who lived in 

mansions and had their own private islands and amazing 

careers while I lived in my mom's apartment."  

  

Sidibe's memoir hits hard with self-

knowing dispatches on friendship, depression, celebrity, 

haters, fashion, race, and weight ("If I could just get the 

world to see me the way I see myself," she writes, "would 

my body still be a thing you walked away thinking 

about?"). Irreverent, hilarious, and untraditional, This Is 

Just My Face will resonate with anyone who has ever felt 

different, and with anyone who has ever felt inspired to 

make a dream come true. 

 

The Misadventures of Awkward Black 

Girl 

by Issa Rae [Biography Rae] 

 

In the bestselling tradition of Sloane 

Crosley's I Was Told There'd Be Cake 

and Mindy Kaling's Is Everyone Hanging 

Out Without Me?, a collection of 
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humorous essays on what it's like to be unabashedly 

awkward in a world that regards introverts as hapless 

misfits, and black as cool. 

 

My name is "J" and I'm awkward-and black. Someone 

once told me those were the two worst things anyone 

could be. That someone was right. Where do I start? 

 

Being an introvert in a world that glorifies cool isn't easy. 

But when Issa Rae, the creator of the Shorty Award-

winning hit series "The Misadventures of Awkward Black 

Girl," is that introvert-whether she's navigating love, 

work, friendships, or "rapping"-it sure is entertaining. 

Now, in this debut collection of essays written in her witty 

and self-deprecating voice, Rae covers everything from 

cybersexing in the early days of the Internet to deflecting 

unsolicited comments on weight gain, from navigating the 

perils of eating out alone and public displays of affection 

to learning to accept yourself-natural hair and all. 

 

A reflection on her own unique experiences as a cyber 

pioneer yet universally appealing, The Misadventures of 

Awkward Black Girl is a book no one-awkward or cool, 

black, white, or other-will want to miss. 

 

Legendary Children: The First Decade of 

Rupaul’s Drag Race and the Last Century 

of Queer Life 

by Tom Fitzgerald [791.457 RupYf] 

 

Legendary Children centers itself around 

the idea that not only is RuPaul's Drag 

Race the queerest show in the history of 

television, but that RuPaul and company devised a show 

that serves as an actual museum of queer cultural and 

social history, drawing on queer traditions and the work 

of legendary figures going back nearly a century. In doing 

so, Drag Race became not only a repository of queer 

history and culture, but also an examination and 

illustration of queer life in the modern age. 

 

Hip Hop: The Songs That Shook America 

by Black Thought [DVD 791.66 Hip] 

 

Each episode of this new documentary 

series focuses on a groundbreaking song 

pivotal to the evolution of American 

music and culture. From the early hip-

hop battles to verses that sparked hope 

and inspired change, watch artists deconstruct their 

composition, revisit the impact the song had on them 

personally, and dissect the socio-economic and cultural 

conditions that inspired the landmark work and gave 

voice to a generation. 

 

Keanu 

[DVD Keanu] 

 

Clarence and Rell, cousins who live in 

the city but are far from streetwise. 

When Rell's beloved kitten, Keanu, is 

catnapped, the hopelessly straight-laced 

pair must impersonate ruthless killers in 

order to infiltrate a street gang and retrieve the purloined 

feline. But the incredibly adorable kitten becomes so 

coveted that the fight over his custody creates a gang 

war, forcing our two unwitting heroes to take the law into 

their own hands. 

 

Middle of Nowhere 

[DVD Middle] 

 

Devoted wife Ruby drops out of medical 

school after her husband Derek receives 

an eight-year prison sentence, and 

struggles to find the courage to remain 

faithful and supportive as the demands 

of being a prison wife weigh heavily on her shoulders. 

 

Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool 

[DVD Biography Davis] 

 

It tells the story of the legendary 
trumpeter, bandleader, innovator and 
trend-setter who crossed musical 
genres and whose life was notable on 
and off stage. Directed by award-

winning documentarian Stanley Nelson, features Miles' 
music from live performances, studio recordings, outtakes 
and interviews with those who knew him best. 
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Girls Trip 

[DVD Girls] 

 

When four lifelong friends travel to New 
Orleans for the annual Essence Festival, 
sisterhoods are rekindled, wild sides are 
rediscovered, and there’s enough 
dancing, drinking, brawling and 

romancing to make the Big Easy blush. 
 

More Than Enough: Claiming Space For 

Who You Are (No Matter What They 

Say) 

by Elaine Welteroth [Biography 

Welteroth] 

 

In her motivational memoir, 

groundbreaking magazine editor Elaine 

Welteroth unpacks the lessons in her liberation from 

limiting labels, relationships, and beliefs - from her life as 

a confident child in California to being the first in her 

interracial family to graduate from college, from 

transforming the Teen Vogue brand into a revolutionary 

political vehicle to interviewing luminaries like Michelle 

Obama and Oprah. As Welteroth learns to rely on herself 

by looking both inward and upward, we're ultimately 

reminded that we're not only just enough, but more than 

enough. 

 

Year of Yes: How to Dance It Out, Stand 

in the Sun, and Be Your Own Person 

by Shonda Rhimes [Biography Rhimes] 

 

She’s the creator and producer of some 

of the most groundbreaking and 

audacious shows on television today: 

Grey’s Anatomy, Scandal, How to Get 

Away with Murder. Her iconic characters—Meredith Grey, 

Cristina Yang, Olivia Pope, Annalise Keating—live boldly 

and speak their minds. So who would suspect that Shonda 

Rhimes, the mega talent who owns Thursday night 

television (#TGIT), is an introvert? That she hired a 

publicist so she could avoid public appearances? That she 

hugged walls at splashy parties and suffered panic attacks 

before media interviews so severe she remembered 

nothing afterward? 

 

Before her Year of Yes, Shonda Rhimes was an expert at 

declining invitations others would leap to accept. With 

three children at home and three hit television shows on 

TV, it was easy to say that she was simply too busy. But in 

truth, she was also afraid. Afraid of cocktail party faux pas 

like chucking a chicken bone across a room; petrified of 

live television appearances where Shonda Rhimes could 

trip and fall and bleed out right there in front of a live 

studio audience; terrified of the difficult conversations 

that came so easily to her characters on-screen. In the 

before, Shonda’s introvert life revolved around burying 

herself in work, snuggling her children, and comforting 

herself with food. 

 

And then, on Thanksgiving 2013, Shonda’s sister muttered 

something that was both a wake up and a call to arms: 

You never say yes to anything. 

 

The comment sat like a grenade, until it detonated. Then 

Shonda, the youngest of six children from a supremely 

competitive family, knew she had to embrace the 

challenge: for one year, she would say YES to everything 

that scared her. 

 

This poignant, intimate, and hilarious memoir explores 

Shonda’s life before her Year of Yes—from her nerdy, 

book-loving childhood creating imaginary friends to her 

devotion to creating television characters who reflected 

the world she saw around her (like Cristina Yang, whose 

ultimate goal wasn’t marriage, and Cyrus Beene, who is a 

Republican and gay). And it chronicles her life after her 

Year of Yes had begun—when Shonda forced herself out 

of the house and onto the stage, appearing on Jimmy 

Kimmel Live, and giving the Dartmouth Commencement 

speech; when she learned to say yes to her health, yes to 

play and she stepped out of the shadows and into the 

sun; when she learned to explore, empower, applaud, and 

love her truest self. Yes. 

 

This wildly candid and compulsively readable book reveals 

how the mega talented Shonda Rhimes, an unexpected 

introvert, achieved badassery worthy of a Shondaland 

character. And how you can, too. 

 

You Should See Me in a Crown 

by Leah Johnson [YA Johnson] 

Liz has always believed she's too black, 
too poor, too awkward to shine in her 
small, rich, prom-obsessed town. But Liz 
has an escape plan to attend an uber-
elite college, play in their world-famous 

orchestra, and become a doctor. But when the financial 
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aid she was counting on unexpectedly falls through, Liz's 
plans come crashing down . . . until she's reminded of her 
school's scholarship for prom king and queen. 

There's nothing Liz wants to do less than endure a 
gauntlet of social media trolls, catty competitors, and 
humiliating public events, but despite her devastating fear 
of the spotlight she's willing to do whatever it takes to get 
to college. The only thing that makes it halfway bearable 
is the new girl in school, Mack. She's smart, funny, and 
just as much of an outsider as Liz. But Mack is also in the 
running for queen. Will falling for the competition keep 
Liz from her dreams . . . or make them come true?  

Sulwe 

by Lupita Nyong’o [jP Nyong’o] 

 

Sulwe has skin the color of midnight. 

She is darker than everyone in her 

family. She is darker than anyone in her 

school. Sulwe just wants to be beautiful 

and bright, like her mother and sister. Then a magical 

journey in the night sky opens her eyes and changes 

everything. 

 

In this stunning debut picture book, actress Lupita 

Nyong'o creates a whimsical and heartwarming story to 

inspire children to see their own unique beauty. 

 

Hair Love 

by Matthew A. Cherry [jP Cherry] 

 

Zuri's hair has a mind of its own. It kinks, 

coils, and curls every which way. Zuri 

knows it's beautiful. When Daddy steps 

in to style it for an extra special occasion, he has a lot to 

learn. But he LOVES his Zuri, and he'll do anything to 

make her -- and her hair -- happy. 

 

Tender and empowering, Hair Love is an ode to loving 

your natural hair -- and a celebration of daddies and 

daughters everywhere. 

 

Charming as a Verb 

by Ben Philippe [YA Philippe] 

Henri "Halti" Haltiwanger can charm just 
about anyone. He is a star debater and 
popular student at the prestigious FATE 
academy, the dutiful first-generation 
Haitian son, and the trusted dog walker 

for his wealthy New York City neighbors. But his easy 
smiles mask a burning ambition to attend his dream 
college, Columbia University. 

There is only one person who seems immune to Henri's 
charms: his "intense" classmate and neighbor Corinne 
Troy. When she uncovers Henri's less-than-honest dog-
walking scheme, she blackmails him into helping her 
change her image at school. Henri agrees, seeing a 
potential upside for himself. 

Soon what started as a mutual hustle turns into 
something more surprising than either of them ever 
bargained for… 

This is a sharply funny and insightful novel about the 
countless hustles we have to keep from doing the hardest 
thing: being ourselves. 

Young, Gifted and Black: Meet 52 Black 

Heroes From the Present and Past 

by Jamia Wilson [j304.8 AfrYw] 

 

Meet 52 icons of color from the past 

and present in this celebration of 

inspirational achievement--a collection of stories about 

changemakers to encourage, inspire, and empower the 

next generation of changemakers. Jamia Wilson has 

carefully curated this range of black icons and the book is 

stylishly brought together by Andrea Pippins' colorful and 

celebratory illustrations. 

  

Written in the spirit of Nina Simone's song "To Be Young, 

Gifted, and Black," this vibrant book is a perfect 

introduction to both historic and present-day icons and 

heroes. Meet figureheads, leaders, and pioneers such as 

Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela, and Rosa Parks, 

as well as cultural trailblazers and athletes like Stevie 

Wonder, Oprah Winfrey, and Serena Williams. 

 

All children deserve to see themselves represented 

positively in the books they read. Highlighting the talent 

and contributions of black leaders and changemakers 
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from around the world, readers of all backgrounds will be 

empowered to discover what they too can achieve. 

Strong, courageous, talented, and diverse, these 

extraordinary men and women's achievements will inspire 

a new generation to chase their dream...whatever it may 

be. 

  

The 52 icons: Mary Seacole, Matthew Henson, Ava 

Duvernay, Bessie Coleman, Barack Obama, Michelle 

Obama, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Cathy Freeman, 

George Washington Carver, Malorie Blackman, Harriet 

Tubman, Mo Farah, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Jesse Owens, 

Beyonce Knowles, Solange Knowles, Katherine Johnson, 

Josephine Baker, Kofi Annan, Langston Hughes, Toni 

Morrison, Brian Lara, Madam C.J. Walker, Yannick Noah, 

Maurice Ashley, Alexandre Duma, Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Maya Angelou, Nina Simone, Simone Biles, Stevie 

Wonder, Esperanza Spalding, Sidney Poitier, Oprah 

Winfrey, Pele, Nelson Mandela, Louis Armstrong, Rosa 

Parks, Naomi Campbell, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, 

Muhammad Ali, Shirley Chisholm, Steve McQueen, Zadie 

Smith, Usain Bolt, Wangari Maathai, Mae Jemison, W.E.B. 

Du Bois, Nicola Adams, Serena Williams, Venus Williams, 

and Misty Copeland. 
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