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The Hate U Give 

by Angie Thomas 

 

After witnessing her friend's death at 

the hands of a police officer, Starr 

Carter's life is complicated when the 

police and a local drug lord try to 

intimidate her in an effort to learn what 

happened the night Kahlil died. 

 

Kingdom of Souls 

by Rena Barron 

 

Born into a family of powerful 

witchdoctors, Arrah yearns for magic of 

her own. But each year she fails to call 

forth her ancestral powers, while her 

ambitious mother watches with growing 

disapproval. There's only one thing Arrah hasn't tried, a 

deadly last resort: trading years of her own life for scraps 

of magic. Until the Kingdom's children begin to disappear, 

and Arrah is desperate to find the culprit. She uncovers 

something worse. The long-imprisoned Demon King is 

stirring. And if he rises, his hunger for souls will bring the 

world to its knees... unless Arrah pays the price for the 

magic to stop him. 

 

Let Me Hear a Rhyme 

by Tiffany Jackson 

 

Three Brooklyn teens [...] plot to turn 

their murdered friend into a major rap 

star by pretending he's still alive. 

Brooklyn, 1998. Biggie Smalls was right: 

Things done changed. But that doesn't 

mean that Quadir and Jarrell are cool letting their best 

friend Steph's music lie forgotten under his bed after he's 

murdered -- not when his rhymes could turn any Bed Stuy 

corner into a party. With the help of Steph's younger 

sister Jasmine, they come up with a plan to promote 

Steph's music under a new rap name: the Architect. Soon, 

everyone wants a piece of him. When his demo catches 

the attention of a hotheaded music label rep, the trio 

must prove Steph's talent from beyond the grave. As the 

pressure of keeping their secret grows, Quadir, Jarrell, 

and Jasmine are forced to confront the truth about what 

happened to Steph. Only, each has something to hide. 

And with everything riding on Steph's fame, they need to 

decide what they stand for or lose all that they've worked 

so hard to hold on to -- including each other" 

 

Dread Nation 

by Justina Ireland 

 

"Jane McKeene was born two days 

before the dead began to walk the 

battlefields of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania-

-derailing the War Between the States 

and changing the nation forever. In this 

new America, safety for all depends on the work of a few, 

and laws like the Native and Negro Reeducation Act 

require certain children attend combat schools to learn to 

put down the dead. But there are also opportunities--and 

Jane is studying to become an Attendant, trained in both 

weaponry and etiquette to protect the well-to-do. It's a 

chance for a better life for Negro girls like Jane. After all, 

not even being the daughter of a wealthy white Southern 

woman could save her from society's expectations. But 

that's not a life Jane wants. Almost finished with her 

education at Miss Preston's School of Combat in 

Baltimore, Jane is set on returning to her Kentucky home 

and doesn't pay much mind to the politics of the eastern 

cities, with their talk of returning America to the glory of 

its days before the dead rose. But when families around 

Baltimore County begin to go missing, Jane is caught in 

the middle of a conspiracy, one that finds her in a 

desperate fight for her life against some powerful 

enemies. And the restless dead, it would seem, are the 

least of her problems" 

 

Not So Pure and Simple 

by Lamar Giles 

 

High school junior Del Rainey 

unwittingly joins a Purity Pledge class at 

church, hoping to get closer to his long-

term crush, Kiera. 
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The Field Guide to the North American 

Teenager 

by Ben Philippe 

 

When Norris, a black French Canadian, 

starts his junior year at an Austin, Texas, 

high school, he views his fellow students 

as clich©♭s from "a bad 90s teen 

movie." 

 

Black Enough: Stories of Being Young 

and Black in America 

by Ibi Zoboi 

 

A collection of short stories explore 

what it is like to be young and black, 

centering on the experiences of black 

teenagers and emphasizing that one 

person's experiences, reality, and personal identity are 

different than someone else. 

 

Monster 

by Walter Dean Myers 

 

While on trial as an accomplice to a 

murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon 

records his experiences in prison and in 

the courtroom in the form of a film 

script as he tries to come to terms with 

the course his life has taken. 

 

Calling My Name 

by Liara Tamani 

 

Taja Brown, growing up in a 

conservative and tightly knit African 

American family, battles family 

expectations to discover a sense of self 

and find her unique voice and purpose" 

 

Opposite of Always 

by Justin A. Reynolds 

 

After falling for Kate, her unexpected 

death sends Jack back in time to the 

moment they first met, but he soon 

learns that his actions have 

consequences when someone else close 

to him dies. 

A Blade So Black 

by L.L. McKinney 

 

This isn't the Wonderland you 

remember. The first time the 

Nightmares came, it nearly cost Alice 

her life. Now she's trained to battle 

monstrous creatures in the dark dream 

realm known as Wonderland with magic weapons and 

hardcore fighting skills. Yet even warriors have a curfew. 

Life in real-world Atlanta isn't always so simple, as Alice 

juggles an overprotective mom, a high-maintenance best 

friend, and a slipping GPA. Keeping the Nightmares at bay 

is turning into a full-time job. But when Alice's handsome 

and mysterious mentor is poisoned, she has to find the 

antidote by venturing deeper into Wonderland than she's 

ever gone before. And she'll need to use everything she's 

learned in both worlds to keep from losing her 

head...literally. 

 

The Belles 

by Clayton Dhonielle 

 

In a world where Beauty is a commodity 

only a few control, one Belle will learn 

the dark secrets behind her powers, and 

rise up to change the world. 

 

Children of Blood and Bone 

by Tomi Adeyemi 

 

Seventeen-year-old Zélie, her older 

brother Tzain, and rogue princess Amari 

fight to restore magic to the land and 

activate a new generation of magi, but 

they are ruthlessly pursued by the 

crown prince, who believes the return of magic will mean 

the end of the monarchy. 

 

Buried Beneath the Baobab Tree 

by Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani 

 

After being kidnapped by the Boko 

Haram, a young Nigerian student is 

made to practice the radical beliefs of 

her captors, but plans for an escape and 

a return to her family and previous way 

of life. 
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Dear Martin 

by Nic Stone 

 

Justyce McAllister is top of his class at 

Braselton Prep, captain of the debate 

team, and set for an Ivy League school 

next year- but none of that matters to 

the police officer who just put him in 

handcuffs. He's eventually released without charges (or 

an apology), but the incident rattles him. Despite leaving 

his rough neighborhood, he can't seem to escape the 

scorn of his former peers or the attitude of his new 

classmates. The only exception: Sarah Jane, Justyce's 

gorgeous -and white- debate partner he wishes he didn't 

have a thing for. Justyce has studied the teachings of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. But do they hold up now? He starts 

a journal to Dr. King to find out. Then Justyce goes driving 

with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music 

turned up. Much to the fury of the white off-duty cop 

beside them. Words fly, Shots are fired. And Justyce and 

Manny are caught in the crosshairs In the media fallout, 

it's Justyce who is under attack. 

 

The Revolution of Birdie Randolph 

by Brandy Colbert 

 

Sixteen-year-old Dove "Birdie" 

Randolph's close bond with her parents 

is threatened by a family secret, and by 

hiding her relationship with Booker, 

who has been in juvenile detention. 

 

Happily Ever Afters 

by Elise Bryant 

 

Sixteen-year-old Tessa Johnson has 

never felt like the protagonist in her 

own life. She's rarely seen herself 

reflected in the pages of the romance 

novels she loves. The only place she's a 

true leading lady is in her own writing--in the swoony love 

stories she shares only with Caroline, her best friend and 

#1 devoted reader. When Tessa is accepted into the 

creative writing program of a prestigious art school, she's 

excited to finally let her stories shine. But when she goes 

to her first workshop, the words are just...gone. 

Fortunately, Caroline has a solution: Tessa just needs to 

find some inspiration in a real-life love story of her own. 

And she's ready with a list of romance novel-inspired 

steps to a happily ever after. Nico, the brooding artist who 

looks like he walked out of one of Tessa's stories, is cast as 

the perfect Prince Charming. But as Tessa checks each 

item off Caroline's list, she gets further and further away 

from herself. She risks losing everything she cares about--

including the surprising bond she develops with sweet 

Sam, who lives across the street. She's well on her way to 

having her own real-life love story, but is it the one she 

wants, after all? 

 

Love is a Revolution 

by Renaee Watson 

 

Harlem teenager Nala is looking forward 

to a summer of movies and ice cream 

until she falls in love with the very woke 

Tye and pretends to be a social activist. 

 

Black Boy/White School 

by Brian Walker 

 

When fourteen-year-old Anthony "Ant" 

Jones from the ghetto of East Cleveland, 

Ohio, gets a scholarship to a prep school 

in Maine, he finds that he must change 

his image and adapt to a world that 

never fully accepts him, but when he goes home he 

discovers that he no longer truly belongs there either. 

 

The Sun is Also a Star 

by Nicola Yoon 

 

Natasha is a girl who believes in science 

and facts. Daniel has always been a 

good son and good student. But when 

he sees Natasha he forgets all that and 

believes there is something 

extraordinary in store for both of them. 

 

Let’s Talk About Love 

by Claire Kann 

 

Alice's last girlfriend, Margo, ended 

things when Alice confessed she's 

asexual. Now Alice is sure she's done 

with dating... and then she meets 

Takumi. She can't stop thinking about 

him or the rom-com-grade romance feelings she did not 

ask for. When her blissful summer takes an unexpected 
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turn and Takumi becomes her knight with a shiny library-

employee badge, Alice has to decide if she's willing to risk 

their friendship for a love that might not be reciprocated-- 

or understood. 

 

You Should See Me In a Crown 

by Leah Johnson 

 

Liz Lighty has always done her best to 

avoid the spotlight in her small, wealthy, 

and prom-obsessed midwestern high 

school, after all, her family is black and 

rather poor, especially since her mother 

died; instead she has concentrated on her grades and her 

musical ability in the hopes that it will win her a 

scholarship to elite Pennington College and their famous 

orchestra where she plans to study medicine--but when 

that scholarship falls through she is forced to turn to her 

school's scholarship for prom king and queen, which 

plunges her into the gauntlet of social media which she 

hates and leads her to discoveries about her own identity 

and the value of true friendships. 

 

Full Disclosure 

by Camryn Garrett 

 

Simone, seventeen, HIV-positive and in 

love for the first time, decides that 

facing potential bullies head-on may be 

better than protecting her secret. 

 

All Boys Aren’t Blue 

by George M. Johnson 

 

In a series of personal essays, prominent 

journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George 

M. Johnson explores his childhood, 

adolescence, and college years in New 

Jersey and Virginia. From the memories of getting his 

teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing 

with his loving grandmother, to his first sexual 

relationships, this young-adult memoir weaves together 

the trials and triumphs faced by Black queer boys. Both a 

primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring 

testimony for young queer men of color, All Boys Aren’t 

Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic 

masculinity, brotherhood, family, structural 

marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson’s 

emotionally frank style of writing will appeal directly to 

young adults. 

 

Pet 

by Akwaeke Emezi 

 

There are no monsters anymore. In the 

city of Lucille, Jam and her best friend, 

Redemption, have grown up with this 

lesson all their life. Then Jam meets Pet, 

a creature made of horns and colors and 

claws, who emerges from one of her mother's paintings 

and a drop of Jam's blood. Pet has come to hunt a 

monster-- and the shadow of something grim lurks in 

Redemption's house. How do you save the world from 

monsters if no one will admit they exist? 

 

Felix Ever After 

by Kacen Callender 

 

Felix Love, a transgender seventeen-

year-old, attempts to get revenge by 

catfishing his anonymous bully, but 

lands in a quasi-love triangle with his 

former enemy and his best friend. 

 

This booklist created for 
Black History Month – February 2021 

 

 
 

Lincoln City Libraries – Lincoln, Nebraska 
Gere Branch staff 

 

https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=should+see+crown+johnson&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=full+disclosure+garrett&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=all+boys+blue+johnson&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=pet+emezi&te=
https://lcl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=felix+ever+after+callender&te=

