
The Works of Elly Griffiths 
 

The Ruth Galloway Mysteries 
 

The Crossing Places  [2009] 

 

When she's not digging up bones or 

other ancient objects, quirky, tart-

tongued archaeologist Ruth Galloway 

lives happily alone in a remote area 

called Saltmarsh near Norfolk, land that 

was sacred to its Iron Age inhabitants - 

not quite earth, not quite sea.  

 

When a child's bones are found on a desolate beach 

nearby, Detective Chief Inspector Harry Nelson calls 

Galloway for help. Nelson thinks he has found the remains 

of Lucy Downey, a little girl who went missing ten years 

ago. Since her disappearance he has been receiving 

bizarre letters about her, letters with references to ritual 

and sacrifice. 

 

The bones actually turn out to be two thousand years old, 

but Ruth is soon drawn into the Lucy Downey case and 

into the mind of the letter writer, who seems to have 

both archaeological knowledge and eerie psychic powers. 

Then another child goes missing and the hunt is on to find 

her. As the letter writer moves closer and the windswept 

Norfolk landscape exerts its power, Ruth finds herself in 

completely new territory - and in serious danger. 

 

The Janus Stone  [2010] 

 

Ruth Galloway is called in to investigate 

when builders, demolishing a large old 

house in Norwich to make way for a 

housing development, uncover the 

bones of a child beneath a doorway — 

minus the skull. Is it some ritual sacrifice 

or just plain straightforward murder? DCI Harry Nelson 

would like to find out - and fast. It turns out the house 

was once a children's home. Nelson traces the Catholic 

priest who used to run the home. Father Hennessey tells 

him that two children did go missing from the home forty 

years before — a boy and a girl. They were never found. 

When carbon dating proves that the child's bones predate 

the home and relate to a time when the house was 

privately owned, Ruth is drawn ever more deeply into the 

case. But as spring turns into summer it becomes clear 

that someone is trying very hard to put her off the scent 

by frightening her half to death... 

 

The House at Sea’s End  [2011] 

 

Ruth Galloway has just returned from 

maternity leave and is struggling to 

juggle work and motherhood. When a 

team from the University of North 

Norfolk, investigating coastal erosion, 

finds six bodies buried at the foot of the 

cliff, she is immediately put on the case. DCI Nelson is 

investigating, but Ruth finds this more hindrance than 

help — Nelson is the father of her daughter, Kate. Still, 

she remains professional and concentrates on the case at 

hand. Forensic tests prove that the bodies are from 

Southern Europe, killed sixty years ago. Police 

Investigations unearth records of Project Lucifer, a 

wartime plan to stop a German invasion. A further 

discovery reveals that members of the Broughton Sea's 

End Home Guard took a 'blood oath' to conceal some 

deadly wartime secret. The more information they 

uncover, the more elusive any explanation becomes. 

When a visiting German reporter is killed, Ruth and 

Nelson realize that someone is still alive who will kill to 

keep the secret of Broughton Sea's End's war years. Can 

they discover the truth in time to stop another murder? 

 

A Room Full of Bones  [2011] 

 

It is Halloween night, and the local 

museum in King's Lynn is preparing for 

an unusual event - the opening of a 

coffin containing the bones of a 

medieval bishop. But when Ruth 

Galloway arrives to supervise, she finds 

the museum's curator lying dead beside the coffin. It is 

only a matter of time before she and DI Nelson cross 

paths once more, as he is called in to investigate. Soon 

the museum's wealthy owner lies dead in his stables too. 

These two deaths could be from natural causes but 



Nelson isn't convinced. When threatening letters come to 

light, events take an even more sinister turn. But as Ruth's 

friends become involved, where will her loyalties lie? As 

her convictions are tested, she and Nelson must discover 

how Aboriginal skulls, drug smuggling and the mystery of 

The Dreaming may hold the answer to these deaths, and 

their own survival. 

 

Ruth’s First Christmas Tree  [2012] 

E-novella 

 

It is three days before Christmas and a 

bitter wind is blowing across Norfolk. Until 

her daughter was born, forensic archaeologist Ruth 

Galloway didn’t do Christmas, but now that Kate is a year 

old, she wants it to be special.  She must get a tree, shop 

for food, clean the house, buy presents, including one for 

her new boyfriend — who she isn’t even sure is her 

boyfriend — and remember to get the turkey out of the 

freezer. But time is rushing by and the best-laid plans 

don’t always work out… 

 

A Dying Fall  [2012] 

 

When Ruth Galloway learns that her old 

university friend Dan Golding has died in 

a house fire, she is shocked and 

saddened. But when she receives a 

letter that Dan had written just before 

he died, her sadness turns to suspicion.  

 

The letter tells of a great archaeological discovery, but 

Dan also says that he is scared for his life. Was Dan’s 

death linked to his find? The only clue is his mention of 

the Raven King, an ancient name for King Arthur. 

 

When she arrives in Lancashire, Ruth discovers that the 

bones reveal a shocking fact about King Arthur — and that 

the bones have mysteriously vanished. The case draws in 

DCI Nelson, determined to protect Ruth and their 

eighteen-month-old daughter, Kate. But someone is 

willing to kill to keep the bones a secret, and it is 

beginning to look as if no one is safe. 

 

The Outcast Dead  [2014] 

 

Ruth has excavated a body from the 

grounds of Norwich Castle, which was 

once a prison. The body may be that of 

Victorian murderess Jemima Green. Called Mother Hook 

for her claw-like hand, Jemima was hanged for the 

murder of five children.  

 

DCI Harry Nelson has no time for long-ago killers. 

Investigating the case of three infants found dead, one 

after the other, in their King's Lynn home, he's convinced 

that their mother is responsible.  

 

Then a child goes missing. Could the abduction be linked 

to the long-dead Mother Hook? Ruth is pulled into the 

case, and back towards Nelson. 

 

The Ghost Fields  [2015] 

 

When DCI Harry Nelson calls Ruth 

Galloway in to investigate a body found 

inside a buried fighter plane, she quickly 

realizes that the skeleton couldn't 

possibly be the pilot. DNA tests identify 

the man as Fred Blackstock, a local 

aristocrat who had been reported dead at sea.  

 

Events are further complicated by a TV company that 

wants to make a film about Norfolk's deserted air force 

bases, the so-called Ghost Fields, which have been 

partially converted into a pig farm run by one of the 

younger remaining Blackstocks.  

 

Then human bones are found on the farm and, as the 

greatest storm Norfolk has seen for decades brews in the 

distance, another Blackstock is attacked. Can the team 

outrace the rising flood to find the killer? 

 

The Woman in Blue  [2016] 

 

When Ruth's friend Cathbad sees a 

vision of the Virgin Mary, in a white 

gown and blue cloak, in Walsingham's 

graveyard, he takes it in his stride. 

Walsingham has strong connections to 

Mary, and Cathbad is a druid after all; 

visions come with the job. But when the body of a woman 

in a blue dressing-gown is found dead the next day in a 

nearby ditch, it is clear that a horrible crime has been 

committed, and DCI Nelson and his team are called in for 

what is now a murder investigation. 

 

Ruth, a devout atheist, has managed to avoid Walsingham 



during her seventeen years in Norfolk. But then an old 

university friend asks to meet her in the village, and Ruth 

is amazed to discover that she is now a priest. She has 

been receiving vitriolic anonymous letters targeting 

women priests — letters containing references to local 

archaeology and a striking phrase about a woman 'clad in 

blue, weeping for the world'. 

 

Then another woman is murdered — a priest. As 

Walsingham prepares for its annual Easter re-enactment 

of the Crucifixion, the race is on to unmask the killer 

before they strike again... 

 

The Chalk Pit  [2017] 

 

Far below Norwich is a maze of old 

mining tunnels. When Ruth Galloway is 

called to examine a set of human 

remains in one of them, she notices the 

bones are almost translucent, a sign 

they were boiled soon after death. Once 

more, she’s at the helm of a murder investigation. 

  

Meanwhile, DCI Nelson is looking for a homeless woman 

who he hears has gone “underground.” Could she have 

disappeared into the labyrinth? And if so, is she 

connected to the body Ruth found? As Ruth and Nelson 

investigate the tunnels, they hear rumors of secret 

societies, cannibalism, and ritual killings. And when a 

dead body is found with a map of what seems to be the 

full maze, they realize their hunt for the killer has only just 

begun — and that more bodies may be underfoot. 

 

The Dark Angel  [2018] 

 

Dr Ruth Galloway is flattered when she 

receives a letter from Italian 

archaeologist Dr Angelo Morelli, asking 

for her help. He's discovered a group of 

bones in a tiny hilltop village near Rome 

but doesn't know what to make of them. 

It's years since Ruth has had a holiday, and even a working 

holiday to Italy is very welcome! 

 

So Ruth travels to Castello degli Angeli, accompanied by 

her daughter Kate and friend Shona. In the town she finds 

a baffling Roman mystery and a dark secret involving the 

war years and the Resistance. To her amazement she also 

soon finds Harry Nelson, with Cathbad in tow. But there is 

no time to overcome their mutual shock — the ancient 

bones spark a modern murder, and Ruth must discover 

what secrets there are in Castello degli Angeli that 

someone would kill to protect. 

 

The Stone Circle  [2019] 

 

DCI Nelson has been receiving 

threatening letters telling him to 'go to 

the stone circle and rescue the innocent 

who is buried there'. He is shaken, not 

only because children are very much on 

his mind, with Michelle's baby due to be 

born, but because although the letters are anonymous, 

they are somehow familiar. They read like the letters that 

first drew him into the case of The Crossing Places, and to 

Ruth. But the author of those letters is dead. Or are they? 

 

Meanwhile Ruth is working on a dig in the Saltmarsh - 

another henge, known by the archaeologists as the stone 

circle — trying not to think about the baby. Then bones 

are found on the site, and identified as those of Margaret 

Lacey, a twelve-year-old girl who disappeared thirty years 

ago. 

 

As the Margaret Lacey case progresses, more and more 

aspects of it begin to hark back to that first case of The 

Crossing Places, and to Scarlett Henderson, the girl Nelson 

couldn't save. The past is reaching out for Ruth and 

Nelson, and its grip is deadly. 

 

The Lantern Men  [2020] 

 

Everything has changed for Ruth 

Galloway. She has a new job, home, and 

partner, and she is no longer North 

Norfolk police’s resident forensic 

archaeologist. That is, until convicted 

murderer Ivor March offers to make DCI 

Nelson a deal. Nelson was always sure that March killed 

more women than he was charged with. Now March 

confirms this and offers to show Nelson where the other 

bodies are buried — but only if Ruth will do the digging. 

 

Curious, but wary, Ruth agrees. March tells Ruth that he 

killed four more women and that their bodies are buried 

near a village bordering the fens, said to be haunted by 

the Lantern Men, mysterious figures holding lights that 

lure travelers to their deaths. 



 

Is Ivor March himself a lantern man, luring Ruth back to 

Norfolk? What is his plan, and why is she so crucial to it? 

And are the killings really over? 

 

The Night Hawks  [2021] 

 

The Night Hawks, a group of metal 

detectorists, are searching for buried 

treasure when they find a body on the 

beach in North Norfolk. At first Nelson 

thinks that the dead man might be an 

asylum seeker but he turns out to be a 

local boy, Jem Taylor, recently released from prison. Ruth 

is more interested in the treasure, a hoard of Bronze Age 

weapons. Nelson at first thinks that Taylor's death is 

accidental drowning, but a second death suggests 

murder. 

 

Nelson is called to an apparent murder-suicide of a couple 

at the isolated Black Dog Farm. Local legend talks of the 

Black Shuck, a spectral hound that appears to people 

before they die. Nelson ignores this, even when the 

owner's suicide note includes the line, 'He's buried in the 

garden.' Ruth excavates and finds the body of a giant dog. 

 

All roads lead back to this farm in the middle of nowhere, 

but the place spells serious danger for anyone who goes 

near. Ruth doesn't scare easily. Not until she finds herself 

at Black Dog Farm... 

 

The Locked Room  [2022] 

 

Ruth is in London clearing out her 

mother's belongings when she makes a 

surprising discovery: a photograph of 

her Norfolk cottage taken before Ruth 

lived there. Her mother always hated 

the cottage, so why does she have a 

picture of the place? As she died three years ago, Ruth 

can't exactly ask her, and her father denies all knowledge 

of the picture. The only clue is written on the back of the 

photo: Dawn, 1969. 

 

Ruth returns to Norfolk determined to solve the mystery, 

but then Covid-19 rears its ugly head. Ruth and her 

daughter are locked down in their cottage, attempting to 

continue with work and lessons, but, in reality, becoming 

lonely and frustrated. Happily the house next door is 

rented by a nice woman called Sally, who they become 

friendly with while standing on their doorstep clapping for 

carers. 

 

Nelson, meanwhile, has no time to be bored. He's 

investigating a series of suicides that could be the work of 

a serial killer. It's only when he links them to an 

archaeological discovery that he thinks of Ruth. He breaks 

curfew to visit the cottage to find Ruth chatting to her 

neighbor, whom he remembers as Dawn Lancaster, a 

carer who was once tried for murdering her employer. 

When the deaths continue, Nelson vows to take Ruth and 

Kate to live with him. But they, and Dawn, have vanished. 

 

The Brighton Mysteries/Stephens & 

Mephisto/Magic Men 
 

The Zig Zag Girl  [2014] 

 

Brighton, 1950.  

 

When the body of a girl is found, cut 

into three, Detective Inspector Edgar 

Stephens is reminded of a magic trick, 

the Zig Zag Girl.  

 

The inventor of the trick, Max Mephisto, is an old friend 

of Edgar's. They served together in the war as part of a 

shadowy unit called the Magic Men.  

 

Max is still on the circuit, touring seaside towns in the 

company of ventriloquists, sword-swallowers and dancing 

girls. Changing times mean that variety is not what it once 

was, yet Max is reluctant to leave this world to help Edgar 

investigate. But when the dead girl turns out to be known 

to him, Max changes his mind.  

 

Another death, another magic trick: Edgar and Max 

become convinced that the answer to the murders lies in 

their army days. When Edgar receives a letter warning of 

another 'trick', the Wolf Trap, he knows that they are all 

in the killer's sights... 

 



Smoke and Mirrors  [2015] 

 

Brighton, 1951. Pantomime season 

takes a dark turn when two missing 

children are found dead under the 

snow, surrounded by sweets - a 

macabre, real-life Hansel and Gretel. 

 

DI Edgar Stephens has plenty of leads to investigate. The 

missing girl, Annie, used to write plays and perform them 

with her friends. Does the clue lie in Annie's unfinished — 

and rather disturbing — last script? Or might it lie with 

the eccentric actor types who have assembled for the 

pantomime? 

 

Once again Edgar enlists magician and ex-wartime 

comrade Max Mephisto's help in penetrating the shadowy 

theatrical world that seems to hold the key. But is this all 

just classic misdirection? 

 

The Blood Card  [2016] 

 

Elizabeth II's coronation is looming, but 

the murder of their wartime 

commander, Colonel Cartwright, spoils 

the happy mood for DI Edgar Stephens 

and magician Max Mephisto. A playbill 

featuring another deceased comrade is 

found in Colonel Cartwright's possession, and a playing 

card, the ace of hearts: the blood card. The wartime 

connection and the suggestion of magic are reasons for 

Stephens and Mephisto to be summoned to the case. 

 

Edgar's ongoing investigation into the death of Brighton 

fortune-teller Madame Zabini is put on hold. Max is busy 

rehearsing for a spectacular Coronation Day variety show 

— and his television debut — so it's Edgar who is sent to 

New York, a land of plenty worlds away from still-rationed 

England. He's on the trail of a small-town mesmerist who 

may provide the key, but someone silences him first. It's 

Edgar's colleague, DS Emma Holmes, who finds the clue, 

buried in the files of the Zabini case, that leads them to an 

anarchist group intent on providing an explosive finale to 

Coronation Day. 

 

Now it's up to Edgar, Max and Emma to foil the plot, and 

find out who it is who's been dealing the cards… 

 

The Vanishing Box  [2017] 

 

Brighton, England, 1953. Over the 

holiday season, Max Mephisto and his 

daughter Ruby are headlining a variety 

show at the Brighton Hippodrome. 

Landing a gig at the city’s biggest 

theater is a major achievement, and 

only slightly marred by the less-than-savory supporting 

act: a tableau show of naked “living statues.” But when 

one of the girls goes missing and turns up dead not long 

after, Max and Ruby realize there’s something far more 

sinister than obscenity afoot in the theater. 

  

Max’s good friend DI Edgar Stephens is on the case. As he 

searches for the killer, he begins to suspect that the girl’s 

fatal vanishing act may be related to another case — the 

death of a local florist. But just as he’s narrowing in on the 

missing link, Ruby goes missing, and he and Max must 

reach deep into their bag of tricks to find her before it’s 

too late. 

 

Now You See Them  [2019] 

 

The new decade is going well for Edgar 

Stephens and his good friend the 

magician Max Mephisto. Edgar is 

happily married, with children, and 

promoted to Superintendent. Max has 

found fame and stardom in America, 

though is now back in England for a funeral, and a 

prospective movie job. Edgar’s new wife, though — 

former detective Emma — is restless and frustrated at 

home, knowing she was the best detective on the team. 

 

But when an investigation into a string of disappearing 

girls begins, Emma sees her chance to get back in the 

action. She begins her own hunt, determined to prove, 

once and for all that she’s better than the boys. Though 

she’s not the only one working toward that goal — there’s 

a new woman on the force, and she’s determined to 

make detective. When two more girls go missing, both 

with ties to the group, the stakes climb ever higher, and 

Max finds himself drawn into his own search. 

  

Who will find the girls first? And will they get there in 

time? 

 



The Midnight Hour  [2021] 

 

Newly minted PI Emma Holmes and her 

partner Sam Collins are just settling into 

their business when they’re chosen for a 

high-profile case: retired music-hall star 

Verity Malone hires them to find out 

who poisoned her husband, a theater 

impresario. Verity herself has been accused of the crime. 

The only hitch — the Brighton police are already on the 

case, putting Emma in direct competition with her 

husband, police superintendent Edgar Stephens. 

 

Soon Emma realizes that Verity’s life intersects closely 

with her own — most notably in their mutual connection, 

Max Mephisto, who has returned to England from 

America with his children and famous wife, Hollywood 

star Lydia Lamont. Lydia, desperately bored in the 

countryside, catches wind of what Emma and Sam are up 

to and offers her services, and soon the three are working 

as a somewhat haphazard team — it’s never too easy to 

go undercover with a famous actress at your side. 

 

The team of female PIs circle closer to the killer, with the 

Brighton police hot on their tail. The clues suggest they’re 

looking for a criminal targeting the old music-hall crew. 

How long will it be before that trail leads straight back to 

Max? 

 

The Harbinder Kaur Mysteries 
 

The Stranger Diaries  [2018] 

 

This is what the police know: English 

teacher Clare Cassidy's friend Ella has 

just been murdered. Clare and Ella had 

recently fallen out. Found beside the 

body was a line from The Stranger, a 

story by the Gothic writer Clare teaches, 

and the murder scene is identical to one of the deaths in 

the story. 

 

This is what Clare knows: No one else was aware of her 

fight with Ella. Few others have even read The Stranger. 

Someone has wormed their way into her life and her 

work. They know her darkest secrets. And they don't 

mean well. 

 

This is what the killer knows: Who will be next to die. 

The Postscript Murders  [2020] 

 

PS: thanks for the murders. 

 

The death of a ninety-year-old woman 

with a heart condition should absolutely 

not be suspicious. DS Harbinder Kaur 

certainly sees nothing to concern her in 

carer Natalka's account of Peggy Smith's death.  

 

But when Natalka reveals that Peggy lied about her heart 

condition and that she had been sure someone was 

following her... 

 

And that Peggy Smith had been a 'murder consultant' who 

plotted deaths for authors, and knew more about murder 

than anyone has any right to... 

 

And when clearing out Peggy's flat ends in Natalka being 

held at gunpoint by a masked figure... 

 

Well then DS Harbinder Kaur thinks that maybe there is 

no such thing as an unsuspicious death after all. 

 

Justice Jones series for youth 
 

A Girl Called Justice  [2019] 

 

When Justice's mother dies, her father 

packs her off to Highbury House 

Boarding School for the Daughters of 

Gentlefolk. He's a barrister — 

specializing in murder trials — and he's 

just too busy to look after her alone.  

 

Having previously been home-schooled, the transition is a 

shock. Can it really be the case that blondes rule the 

corridors? Are all uniforms such a charming shade of 

brown? And do schools normally hide dangerous secrets 

about the murder of a chamber maid?  

 

Justice takes it upon herself to uncover the truth. (Mainly 

about the murder, but perhaps she can figure out her new 

nemesis — the angelic Rose — at the same time.) But 

when a storm cuts the school off from the real world, the 

body count starts to rise and Justice realizes she'll need 

help from her new friends if she's going to find the killer 

before it's too late... 

 



The Smuggler’s Secret  [2020] 

 

When Justice returns for spring term at 

Highbury House, it's not long before 

murder is back on her mind. Assigned to 

look after the elderly Mr. Arthur in 

Smugglers' Lodge on the other side of 

the marshes from school, Justice is 

initially dismayed. But dismay quickly gives way to 

intrigue as she finds herself drawn to Mr. Arthur and his 

stories of piloting in the First World War — and especially 

when Dorothy, who lives nearby, tells her that the lodge is 

haunted. 

 

But when Mr. Arthur dies in mysterious circumstances, 

Justice soon has a list of questions in her journal: why 

hasn't he been given a proper military funeral? Why does 

the new Matron not seem to know much about First Aid? 

And what secrets does Smugglers' Lodge really hold? 

 

A Ghost in the Garden  [2021] 

 

Justice and her friends are third years 

now and there's an intriguing new girl in 

Barnowls. Letitia has never been to 

school before and doesn't care for the 

rules - and the teachers don't seem to 

mind! She decides that Justice is her 

particular friend, much to Stella and Dorothy's distress. 

But Letitia just isn't the kind of girl you say no to. 

 

Then, after a midnight feast in the barn, and a terrifying 

ghost-sighting in the garden, a girl disappears. Soon 

ransom notes appear, and they're torn from the pages of 

a crime novel. 

 

Where is the schoolgirl and who has taken her? It will take 

all of Justice's sleuthing to unravel this mystery! 

 

Non-Mystery Books under her actual name 

Domenica de Rosa 
 

The Little Book of Shakespeare and 

Food  [2001] 

 

Fascinating quotations from 

Shakespeare relating to food are 

complemented on the facing page by a 

simple but succulent recipe. All recipes 

are workable, if concise! Many of the 

recipes have a sixteenth-century English flavor. The book 

is divided into sections, each based on a quotation, such 

as Cakes and Ale, Food for Midas, Golden Fruit, Meat 

Sweet Savor'd. 

 

 

The Italian Quarter (a.k.a. Return to 

the Italian Quarter)  [2004] 

 

The Di Napolis may have been raised in 

England, but their souls are 

Italian...Charismatic, irascible and 

defiantly Italian, Cesare presides over 

his large family much like his Roman 

namesake. But when a journalist begins asking questions 

about his allegiances during the war, Sophie realizes how 

little she really knows her adored grandfather. She 

embarks with him on a journey of discovery through turn 

of the century Naples, 1920s Clerkenwell and the war 

years, in the course which she learns something else: 

whom it is that she really loves. 

 

The Eternal City   [2005] 

 

As the youngest de Angells daughter, 

Gaby has always had to vie for attention 

with brainy, holier-than-thou Anna, and 

bohemian, beautiful Maria. Yet in her 

heart she cherished the hope that she 

was her father Enzo's favorite. On the 

day Gaby's first baby, Kitty, is born, Enzo suddenly dies. 

Before the new family have had chance to bond they are 

plunged into the thick of the wider clan, as Gaby's sisters 

devise a plan to bid their father farewell in his native 

Rome. But their interpretations of his wishes differ as 

much as their wildly conflicting advice on the fraught 

early days of motherhood. And in the heat and bustle of 



Rome itself, Gaby encounters once again the man 

everyone thought she would marry. Suddenly all Gaby's 

certainties are shaken. 

 

Villa Serena  [2007] 

 

Emily Robertson looks like the woman 

who has it all: the lovingly restored 

Tuscan farmhouse, the three beautiful 

children, the successful, attentive 

husband. But when her husband dumps 

her by text message, she has to face up 

to some stark home truths. How will Emily cope, stranded 

in the countryside with no man, no money, dodgy 

phrasebook Italian and a psychotic cleaner? Her eldest girl 

is out of her depth with the local seducer, her middle 

daughter is dangerously underweight, and her darling 

baby is fast becoming a brat. But soon Emily finds herself 

being drawn into the village of Monte Albano, and 

discovering a more genuine Italy, darker and more 

intriguing than she had ever imagined.  She and her 

children are outsiders no more — and if she can get over 

a slightly embarrassing obsession with her youthful first 

love, an attractive stranger might be about to show her 

the time of her life... 

 

Summer School  [2008] 

 

Tuscany, August Patricia Wilson is 

preparing for the guests to arrive at her 

beautiful Tuscan villa for the summer 

creative writing course. For the pupils, it 

is a chance to write a novel that will, 

finally, be worthy of publication. For 

tutor, Jeremy, it is easy money, basking in admiration and 

trying not to think of his twenty year writers block. But 

Patricia has other worries. The summer school, complete 

with sumptuous food cooked by chef, Aldo, is expensive. 

Will she be able to keep the Casa della Luna going? And 

what about her teenage son Matt, who is running wild 

with the local Italian tearaways? On the steaming hot 

night of ferragosto, things come to a head. After seventy 

years of virginity, Mary finally succumbs to passion. 

Jeremy finds his authors voice again. Anna actually stands 

up to Cat and realizes exactly who is the writer out of the 

two of them. Matt falls in love unexpectedly. The morning 

after, everything is back to normal. Except that Casa della 

Luna is safe and one of its residents is on their way to 

writing a bestseller. 

 

One Summer in Tuscany  [2017] 

 

Patricia Wilson's carefully composed ads 

for the writers' retreat she runs at her 

thirteenth-century Italian castle promise 

so much. But while the splendor of their 

surroundings and chef Aldo's melanzane 

never fail to wow the guests, huge 

maintenance bills and bad news from the bank threaten 

to close Patricia down. It's make or break time for the 

Castello. 

 

Each of her seven aspiring authors arrives with the 

inevitable baggage alongside their unpublished 

manuscripts. But this August something is different, and 

soon lifelong spinster Mary is riding on the back of Aldo's 

vespa, and smoldering odd-job man Fabio has set more 

than one heart racing. 

 

As temperatures rise, the writers gossip, flirt and gently 

polish their prose by the pool. But with ghosts, scorpions, 

and some unexpected visitors to contend with, one 

thing's for sure: neither the Castello, nor Patricia, has ever 

seen a summer like this. 
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