
The Easy Rawlins series 

by Walter Mosley 
 

Devil in a Blue Dress  (1990) 

 

The time is 1948. The town is Los Angeles. 

The hero is Easy Rawlins, an out of work 

black war veteran. The mortgage 

payment's coming due, so Easy accepts 

the assignment of finding Daphne Monet, 

a blonde torch singer with a penchant for jazz and 

criminal black consorts. In his search through a sleazy, 

fearful city, he is lucky to be under the protection of the 

murderous Mouse who wants a piece of the action. Easy 

Rawlins is a fascinating creation driving a plot that carries 

a fine and bitter sting. With this first novel, Walter Mosley 

made a distinctly confident start to his career as a great 

and inspirational writer. 

 

A Red Death  (1991) 

 

It's 1953 in Red-baiting, blacklisting Los 

Angeles, a moral tar pit ready to swallow 

Easy Rawlins. Easy is out of "the hurting 

business" and into the housing (and the 

favor) business when a racist IRS agent 

nails him for tax evasion. FBI Special Agent Darryl T. 

Craxton offers to bail him out if he agrees to infiltrate the 

First African Baptist Church and spy on alleged communist 

union organizer Chaim Wenzler. That's when the murders 

begin... 

 

White Butterfly  (1992) 

 

The police don't show up on Easy 

Rawlins's doorstep until the third girl dies. 

It's Los Angeles, 1956, and it takes more 

than one murdered black girl before the 

cops get interested. Now they need Easy. 

As he says: "I was worth a precinct full of 

detectives when the cops needed the word in the ghetto." 

But Easy turns them down. He's married now, a father -- 

and his detective days are over. Then a white college coed 

dies the same brutal death, and the cops put the heat on 

Easy: If he doesn't help, his best friend is headed for jail. 

So Easy's back, walking the midnight streets of Watts and 

the darker, twisted avenues of a cunning killer's mind... 

 

Black Betty  (1994) 

 

It's 1961, and Easy Rawlins's real estate 

empire is deep in the hole. Desperate for 

cash, Easy accepts money from the oily 

white detective Saul Lynx to track down a 

beautiful black woman whose raw 

sensuality has left a trail of chaos and mayhem in her 

wake. 

 

A Little Yellow Dog  (1996) 

 

It's 1964, and Easy Rawlins has given up 

street life, and has a job as a high school 

janitor. One morning, Easy is seduced by 

a teacher with a dog. By evening, the 

teacher is gone, leaving Easy with her 

dog, and a corpse. A murderer is running 

loose and a little yellow dog is plotting revenge. 

 

Gone Fishin’  (1997) 

 

In the beginning...there was Ezekiel 

"Easy" Rawlins and Raymond "Mouse" 

Alexander -- two young men setting out 

in life, hitting the road in a "borrowed" 

'36 Ford headed for Pariah, Texas. The 

volatile Mouse wants to retrieve money 

from his stepfather so he can marry his EttaMae. But on 

their steamy bayou excursion, Mouse will choose murder 

as a way out, while Easy's past liaison with EttaMae floats 

precariously in his memory. Easy and Mouse are coming 



of age -- and everything they ever knew about friendship 

and about themselves is coming apart at the seams... 

 

Bad Boy Brawley Brown  (2001) 

 

Easy Rawlins is out of the investigation 

business and as far away from crime as a 

black man can be in 1960s Los Angeles. 

But living around desperate men means 

life gets complicated sometimes. When 

his old friend asks for Easy's help, he finds he can't refuse. 

Easy is asked to trace a young man - 'Brawly Brown' - who 

has joined a radical and secretive black nationalist group, 

rejecting white leadership and laws. His first day on the 

case, Easy comes face-to-face with a corpse, and before 

he knows it he is a murder suspect and in the middle of a 

police raid. Brawly Brown is clearly the kind of trouble 

most folks try to avoid. It takes everything Easy has just to 

stay alive as he explores a world filled with betrayals and 

predators like he never Imagined. 

 

Six Easy Pieces  (2003) 

 

Six Easy Pieces finds Easy Rawlins slipping 

back into the streets in a series of 

mysteries. What links School Principal 

Hiram Newgate to the torching of his own 

school? Why is Edgar Winters of the 

Winter Baptist Church protecting a murderer? And what 

does Etta Mae, Mouse's lover, want when she calls Easy 

up for the first time since Mouse's death? Murder and 

mayhem follow as Easy wanders from schoolhouse to 

whorehouse haunted by the memory of his apparently 

dead sidekick, Raymond 'Mouse' Alexander. In these 

mysteries Easy confronts the financial and moral 

corruption at the heart of the mean streets of Watts in 

the 1960s. 

 

Little Scarlet  (2004) 

 

Just after devastating riots tear through 
Los Angeles in 1965, when anger is high 
and fear still smolders everywhere, the 
police turn up at Easy Rawlins' doorstep. 
He expects the worst, as usual. But 

they've come to ask for his help. 
A man was wrenched from his car by a mob at the riots' 
peak and escaped into a nearby apartment building. Soon 
afterward, a redheaded woman known as Little Scarlet 

was found dead in that building, and the fleeing man is 
the obvious suspect. But the man has vanished. 
 
The police fear that their presence in certain 
neighborhoods could spark a new inferno, so they ask 
Easy Rawlins to see what he can discover. The vanished 
man is the key, but he is only the beginning. Easy enlists 
the help of his longtime friend Mouse to break through 
the shroud. And what Easy finds is a killer whose rage, like 
that which burned in the city for weeks, is intrinsically 
woven around deep-set passions, feelings echoed within 
Easy himself. 
 
Rawlins's hunt for the killer reveals a new city emerging 
from the ashes, with the promise of a new life for Easy, 
Mouse, and his old friends Jackson Blue and Jewelle. 
Mosley's lean and musical vernacular captures the heat 
and the rhythm of Los Angeles' heart, where danger is the 
common currency of everyday life. 
 

Cinnamon Kiss  (2005) 

 

It is the Summer of Love as Cinnamon 

Kiss opens, and Easy Rawlins is 

contemplating robbing an armored car. 

It's farther outside the law than Easy has 

ever traveled--but his daughter, Feather, 

needs a medical treatment that costs far 

more than Easy can earn or borrow in time. And his friend 

Mouse tells him it's a cinch. Then another friend, Saul 

Lynx, offers a job that might solve Easy's problem without 

jail time. He has to track the disappearance of an 

eccentric prominent attorney. His assistant of sorts, the 

beautiful "Cinnamon" Cargill, is gone as well. Easy can tell 

there is much more than he is being told--Robert Lee, his 

new employer, is as suspect as the man who disappeared. 

But his need overcomes all concerns, and he plunges into 

unfamiliar territory, from the newfound hippie enclaves 

to a vicious plot that stretches back to the battlefields of 

Europe. 

 

Blonde Faith  (2007) 

 

Easy Rawlins, L.A.'s most reluctant 

detective, comes home one day to find 

Easter, the daughter of his friend, 

Christmas Black left on his doorstep. Easy 

knows that this could only mean that the 

ex-marine Black is probably dead, or will be soon.Easter's 

appearance is only the beginning, as Easy is immersed in a 



sea of problems. The love of his life is marrying another 

man and his friend Mouse is wanted for the murder of a 

father of 12. As he's searching for a clue to Christmas 

Black's whereabouts, two suspicious MPs hire him to find 

his friend Black on behalf of the U.S. Army. Easy's 

investigation brings him to a blonde woman, Faith Laneer, 

whose past is as dark as her beauty is bright. As Easy 

begins to put the pieces together, he realizes that Black's 

dissappearance has its roots in Vietnam, and that Faith 

might be in a world of danger. 

 

Little Green  (2013) 

 

We last saw Easy in 2007’s Blonde Faith, 

fighting for his life after his car plunges 

over a cliff. True to form, the tough WWII 

veteran survives, and soon his murderous 

sidekick Mouse has him back cruising the 

mean streets of L.A., in all their psychedelic 1967 glory, to 

look for a young black man, Evander “Little Green” Noon, 

who disappeared during an acid trip. Fueled by an elixir 

called Gator’s Blood, brewed by the conjure woman 

Mama Jo, Easy experiences a physical, spiritual, and 

emotional resurrection, but peace and love soon give way 

to murder and mayhem. Written with Mosley’s signature 

grit and panache, this engrossing and atmospheric 

mystery is not only a trip back in time, it is also a tough-

minded exploration of good and evil, and of the power of 

guilt and redemption. Once again, Easy asserts his reign 

over the City of (Fallen) Angels. 

 

Rose Gold  (2014) 

 

When four armed policemen turn up at 

Easy Rawlins’ door, he thinks he’s in 

trouble. He is. 

 

They want him to find Rosemary 

Goldsmith, the daughter of a millionaire arms dealer. And 

Easy can't afford to say no.  

 

The LAPD think she's with Bob Mantle, a black boxer 

turned radical. Has she been kidnapped? Is she colluding? 

When Easy is almost gunned down on his first day on the 

case, he realises he'll need more than wits to find Rose 

Gold. 

 

Charcoal Joe  (2016) 

 

Picking up where his last adventures in 

Rose Gold left off in L.A. in the late 1960s, 

Ezekiel “Easy” Rawlins finds his life in 

transition. He’s ready—finally—to 

propose to his girlfriend, Bonnie Shay, 

and start a life together. And he’s taken the money he got 

from the Rose Gold case and, together with two partners, 

Saul Lynx and Tinsford “Whisper” Natly, has started a new 

detective agency. But, inevitably, a case gets in the way: 

Easy’s friend Mouse introduces him to Rufus Tyler, a very 

old man everyone calls Charcoal Joe. Joe’s friend’s son, 

Seymour (young, bright, top of his class in physics at 

Stanford), has been arrested and charged with the 

murder of a white man from Redondo Beach. Joe tells 

Easy he will pay and pay well to see this young man 

exonerated, but seeing as how Seymour literally was 

found standing over the man’s dead body at his cabin 

home, and considering the racially charged motives 

seemingly behind the murder, that might prove to be a 

tall order. 

 

Between his new company, a heart that should be broken 

but is not, a whole raft of new bad guys on his tail, and a 

bad odor that surrounds Charcoal Joe, Easy has his hands 

full, his horizons askew, and his life in shambles around 

his feet. 

 

Blood Grove  (2021) 

 

It is 1969, and flames can be seen on the 

horizon, protest wafts like smoke though 

the thick air, and Easy Rawlins, the Black 

private detective whose small agency 

finally has its own office, gets a visit from 

a white Vietnam veteran. The young man comes to Easy 

with a story that makes little sense. He and his lover, a 

beautiful young woman, were attacked in a citrus grove at 

the city’s outskirts. He may have killed a man, and the 

woman and his dog are now missing. Inclined to turn 

down what sounds like nothing but trouble, Easy takes 

the case when he realizes how damaged the young vet is 

from his war experiences—the bond between veterans 

superseding all other considerations. 

  

The veteran is not Easy’s only unlooked-for trouble. Easy’s 

adopted daughter Feather’s white uncle shows up 

uninvited, raising questions and unsettling the life Easy 



has long forged for the now young woman. Where 

Feather sees a family reunion, Easy suspects something 

else, something that will break his heart. 

  

Blood Grove is a crackling, moody, and thrilling race 

through a California of hippies and tycoons, radicals and 

sociopaths, cops and grifters, both men and women. Easy 

will need the help of his friends—from the genius Jackson 

Blue to the dangerous Mouse Alexander, Fearless Jones, 

and Christmas Black—to make sense of a case that reveals 

the darkest impulses humans harbor.  

  

Blood Grove is a novel of vast scope and intimate insight, 

and a soulful call for justice by any means necessary. 

 

 

 Walter Mosley website: 
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