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My Darkest Prayer  (2019) 

 

"I handle the bodies." 

 

Whether it's working at his cousin's 

funeral home or tossing around the 

local riffraff at his favorite bar, 

Nathan Waymaker is a man who 

knows how to handle the bodies. A 

former marine and sheriff's deputy, 

Nathan has built a reputation in his small Southern town 

as a man who can help when all other avenues have been 

exhausted. When a beloved local minister is found dead, 

his parishioners ask Nathan to make sure the death isn't 

swept under the rug. 

 

What starts out as an easy payday soon descends into a 

maze of mayhem filled with wannabe gangsters, vicious 

crime lords, porn stars, crooked police officers, and a 

particularly treacherous preacher and his mysterious wife. 

Nathan must use all his varied skills and some of his wit to 

navigate the murky waters of small town corruption even 

as dark secrets of his own threaten to come to the 

surface. 

 

Blacktop Wasteland  (2020) 

 

Anthony Award Winner • Los Angeles 

Times Book Award • New York Times 

Notable Book • NPR’s Best Books of 

the Year • BookPage’s #1 Mystery and 

Suspense of the Year • Sun Sentinel’s 

#1 Mystery and Suspense of the Year 

 

"Bug" Montage: honest mechanic, 

loving family man. He's no longer the criminal he was - 

the sharpest wheelman east of the Mississippi. 

 

But when his respectable life crumbles, a shady associate 

comes calling with a one-time job promising a huge 

payout. Inexorably drawn to the driver's seat - and 

haunted by the ghost of his outlaw father - Bug is yanked 

back into a savage world of bullets and betrayal. 

 

Like Breaking Bad in a high-speed collision with Drive, this 

dazzling novel holds up a cracked mirror to the American 

Dream - and tells the story of one man pushed to his 

limits by poverty, race and a self-destructive masculinity. 

 

Razorblade Tears  (2021) 

 
Edgar Award Nominee • International 

Thriller Writers Award One of Barack 

Obama's Recommended Reads for 

Summer • New York Times Notable 

Book • NPR’s Best Books of 2021 • 

Washington Post’s Best Thriller and 

Mystery Books of the Year • TIME 

Magazine’s 100 Must-Read Books of 

2021 • New York Public Library’s Best Books of the Year • 

Goodreads Choice Award Nominee • Book of the Month’s 

Book of the Year Finalist 

 

A Black father. A white father. Two murdered sons. A 

quest for vengeance. 

 

Ike Randolph has been out of jail for fifteen years, with 

not so much as a speeding ticket in all that time. But a 

Black man with cops at the door knows to be afraid. 

 

The last thing he expects to hear is that his son Isiah has 

been murdered, along with Isiah’s white husband, Derek. 

Ike had never fully accepted his son but is devastated by 

his loss.  

 

Derek’s father Buddy Lee was almost as ashamed of Derek 

for being gay as Derek was ashamed of his father's 

criminal record. Buddy Lee still has contacts in the 

underworld, though, and he wants to know who killed his 
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boy. 

 

Ike and Buddy Lee, two ex-cons with little else in common 

other than a criminal past and a love for their dead sons, 

band together in their desperate desire for revenge. In 

their quest to do better for their sons in death than they 

did in life, hardened men Ike and Buddy Lee will confront 

their own prejudices about their sons and each other, as 

they rain down vengeance upon those who hurt their 

boys. 

 

Provocative and fast-paced, S. A. Cosby's Razorblade 

Tears is a story of bloody retribution, heartfelt change - 

and maybe even redemption. 

 

The Rhythm of Time  (due out 

Spring 2023) co-authored with 

QuestLove 

 

From the Academy Award–winning, 

Grammy-winning, and bestselling 

author Ahmir “Questlove” 

Thompson and the New York Times 

bestselling author S. A. Cosby comes 

this thrill-a-minute middle grade 

novel, the first in a series of rollicking time-travel 

adventures that touch on themes of friendship, family, 

and otherworldly events. 

 

Seventh grader Rahim Reynolds loves testing out the 

gadgets invented by his brilliant friend Kasia Collins. First 

there were the X-ray glasses and all the trouble they 

caused. Now there’s the new cell phone she built for his 

birthday, even though his parents won’t let him have one. 

But Rahim is excited to use the phone to search for videos 

of his favorite old-school rap group. What he doesn’t 

know is the phone has a special battery that interfaces 

with a secret government satellite, which spells trouble 

when the phone transports him back to 1997. Almost 

immediately, he learns what every time traveler before 

him has: Actions in the past jeopardize the future. With 

Kasia as his only lifeline to the present, Rahim works with 

her to get home unscathed, all the while dodging bullies 

(on his end) and suspicious government agents (on hers). 

 

Philadelphia in the late nineties is a new world for Rahim 

and Kasia, but it is a familiar place for Questlove, who, 

alongside S. A. Cosby, delivers a high-velocity tale where 

two best friends discover that sometimes the best beat is 

the one that brings you back home. 

 

All the Sinners Bleed  (due out 

Summer 2023) 

 

A Black sheriff. A serial killer. 

And a small town ready to combust. 

 

Titus Crown is the first Black sheriff 

in the history of Charon County, 

Virginia. In recent decades, Charon 

has had only two murders. After 

years of working as an FBI agent, no one knows better 

than Titus that while his hometown might seem like a 

land of moonshine, cornbread, and honeysuckle, secrets 

always fester under the surface. 

 

But a year to the day after Titus's election, a school 

teacher is killed by a former student. The student is then 

fatally shot by Titus's deputies. 

 

As Titus investigates the shootings, he unearths terrible 

crimes, and a serial killer who has been hiding in plain 

sight, haunting the dirt lanes and woodland clearings of 

Charon. With the killer's possible connections to a local 

church and the town's harrowing history weighing on him, 

Titus tries to project confidence about closing the case 

while concealing a painful secret from his own past. At the 

same time, he also has to contend with a far-right group 

that wants to hold a parade in celebration of the town's 

Confederate history. 

 

Charon is Titus's home and his heart. But where faith and 

violence meet, there will be a reckoning. 

 

S.A. Cosby page at MacMillan 
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